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HE following 8 Sermons are poſthu- 
mous, and were compoſed by the 
Author for the purpoſe of inſtructing the 
people under his charge, and not with a 
view to their publication. Notwithſtand- - - 
ing the delicacy, as well as difficulty, of 
publiſhing Sermons under ſuch d iſadvan- 


tages as theſe, the Editors have been in- 


duced to ſubmit them to the Public, in 
compliance with the earneſt defire of ma- 
ny who thought highly of their excellence 


when delivered from the Pulpit; and they 


flatter themſelves, that, upon a candid ex- 


a2 amination 


2 * A* x4. = 1 2. 
- » * by EY a LA F 
4 p 2 8 2 4 \ 14. — 
Fs : 11S * - 
= (6 * da — 
N F 4 To. . 
WSN S * r [ 
Bs Es : LE Fes 
2 e Foy = 
ac 2 ? Yb * 1 
þ 1 f 
\ a i 1 
* g [= Say 1 
. * ; 1 = 
THUS: p \ | 
RR we FER 2 
. ENG * 7 * 
r — 75 j 
LE 8 
N A 
a ; ' 


1* TO THE PUBLIC. 


amination, they will be found to have 
done no injury to the reputation of the 


Preacher, but to have afforded a tranſ- 
cript of his mind, which will tend to pre- 


ſerve the memory of his worth, as well as 
to promote general edification. 


Ir the effuſions of a ſound and enlight- 
ened mind, which was impreſſed with a 
full belief of the doctrines of the Goſpel, 
which felt all the ardours of a rational 
devotion, and could give the moſt glow- 
ing deſcriptions of the perfections of Gop, 
as diſplayed in the works of nature, and 
made manifeſt in the ſcheme of redemp- 
tion; if the ſuggeſtions of a heart, which : 
was animated by a lively ſenſe of the im- 
portance of moral obligation, which poſ- 
ſeſſed the quickeſt perception of what is 
juſt and amiable, and the keeneſt abhor- | 
rence of what is diſhonourable and baſe, : 
in the conduct of men: if theſe be cal- 
culated to pleaſe, and to improve, it is ho- 


ped, 
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100 chat the Reader will he e and 


improved by a peruſal of the following | 


Sermons. Particular attention has been 
paid to ſele& ſuch Diſcourſes as appeared 


to be moſt complete. Many of them have 


undergone almoſt no alteration ;z' and care 


has been taken to render all of them as 
correct, as fidelity to the original manu- 
ſcripts would admit. Were the Editors 


to mention the ſeveral reſpectable Clergy- 


men who, from attachment and eſteem for 
the Author, aſſiſted, them in ſelecting and 


preparing the Sermons for the Preſs, 'the 


eminence of their characters for learning, 


judgment, and taſte, would give import- 


ance to the volume, and afford a very con- 
ſiderable recommendation; but it is only 


intrinſic merit that could prompt them to 
approve, and it is hoped, that the intrinſic 
merit, which has obtained their approba- 
tion, will alſo procure from the Public a 


favourable reception. 
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Tax Reader may expect ſome account 


of an Author, whoſe Poſthumous Works 


are recommended to his peruſal; but the 
life of a Country Clergyman, however 


uſeful and exemplary it may be, is, in ge- 
neral, too barren of incidents, ſufficiently 
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intereſting, to furniſh materials for bio- | 


graphy. Let it therefore ſuffice to men- 
tion, that Dr JohN Main, Author of the 
following Sermons, was born in Edin- 
burgh in the year 1728, and received his 


education in that city. Having paſſed 
through the Univerſity with the marked 


approbation of all his Maſters, he was li- 
cenſed a Probationer by the Preſbytery of 
Haddington. His appearances in the Pul- 
pit ſoon attracted the notice of all that 
neighbourhood ; and when the Church of 
Athelſtaneford became vacant, by the de- 
miſſion of Mr Joan Homes, he was pre- 


ſented to that benefice, in the year 1757, 
by the late Sir David KIN LO H. He re- 


mained 
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EH mained in that pariſh, with the entire 
confidence of his Patron, and his Family, 
and with the reverence and affection of 


when, at the requeſt of Mr Waucnors of 
Edmonſtone, who had formerly been his 


ton, in the Preſbytery of Dalkeith. The ve- 
ry friendly terms on which he uniformly 
lived with that Gentleman, and his Fami- 
ly, were equally creditable to him and to 
them; and here he had alſo the ſatisfac- 


tion to enjoy the particular attention and 
mitted a Member of the Royal Society of 
ed with the degree of Doctor of Divinity, 
by the Univerſity of St Andrew's, about 


| | | painful illneſs, which he bore with exem- 
= plary reſignation, he died at Newton, on 
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| all his Pariſhioners, till the year 7 0%: 


pupil, he accepted of his Church of New- 


& reſpect of his Pariſhioners. He was ad- 
Edinburgh, ſoon after it was inſtituted : - 
Z Without his ſolicitation, he was honour- 


I the year 1784 :—And after a long and 
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erer 


viii 


on the 13th of May 1795, in the 65h 


year of his age, and the n of his mi- 
niſtry. 


Ir is believed that few perſons have 
ever maintained a character more ſuited 
to the ſacred profeſſion. An elegant claſ- 
ſical ſcholar, an enlightened philoſopher, 
a profound divine, he united ſo much 
taſte in compoſition, with a delivery ſo 
ſerious, tender, and impreſſive, that | he 
engaged the attention, and won the hearts, 
of every audience in which he appeared. 
His talents, natural and acquired, well 
entitled him to a diſtinguiſhed place in 
the republic of letters, had he not been 
withheld from exertion by invincible mo- 3 
deſty, and a temper void of ambition. 
The ſweetneſs. of his diſpoſition, and the 
meekneſs of his demeanour, did not how- 1 
ever prevent him from diſplaying the e- 
nergy of a firm and determined mind, on 


all proper occaſions, in ſupport of. me 
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ſound principles he held in every thing 


ſacred and civil, and in the ſteady exer- 


ciſe of piety and virtue. The ſoundneſs 


of his underitanding, and the purity of 


his morals, drew to him the reſpe& and 


veneration of all orders of men; while 


his endearing manners, and enlightened 


converſation, accompanied with the high- 
eſt ſenſe of honour and integrity, particu- 
larly engaged the love and affection of 


2 | the young, eſpecially thoſe of his own 


order, by whom he was much reſorted to, 


and who could learn nothing from him 


but what tended to complete the charac- 


er of an accompliſhed Clergyman. In 
7 ſhort, as he was himſelf of the kindeſt 1 
and moſt affectionate diſpoſition, he had | 
3 the felicity to enjoy as much of the good 
3 | will and affection of mankind as ever fell 
F to the lot of any mortal. | 
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SERMON 1. 


THE NATURE AND IMPORT ANCE OF uE INSTRUCTIONS 
' OF THE GOSPEL. 


Luk viii. 8. 


| And when, be bad ſaid theſe things, be cried, 


Hie that hath ears to hear, let him bear. 


* 


the beautiful parable of the ſower, 


in which our Lord repreſents the inſtruc- 
tions of the goſpel as producing different 
effects according to the different diſpoſi- 
tions of thoſe who heard them. After 
having mentioned three different claſſes 
of unprofitable hearers, he points out a 
fourth deſcription of men, whom he com- 
pares to the good ground, where the ſeed 
ſprang up, and bare fruit an hundred 
fold. It fell upon the good ſoil of an 
honeſt heart, which was free from every 
giddy, from every vicious attachment, 
1 and properly prepared to receive and en- 
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— grace; which was diſpoſed to ponder their 
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Fe NATURE AND . 


courage the 5 of divine 


value, to yield to their influence, and to 
diſplay their energy in all the various 
and ſubſtantial fruits of an holy and vir- 
tuous converſation. 


To excite in us the ſame becoming at- 
tention to the inſtructions of the goſpel, 


- I ſhall conſider their general nature and 
intrinſic importance. 


When we conſider a ſyſtem of religion, | 


with a view to judge of its claim to our 
attention, or its. authenticity and divine 


original, the firſt part of our inquiry is 


properly directed to its genius and ſpirit. 
It 1s the province of reaſon to examine 
with care its internal marks and charac- 


ters; and if theſe ſhall appear corrupt 


and impure, or as giving any encourage- 
ment to iniquity and vice, we may venture 


to pronounce it not to be a religion ſent 


from God. The reaſon is obvious. The 


great Author of our nature hath ſtamped 


upon our minds the natural ſentiments of 
moral good and evil; the love of the ane, 


and the abhorrence of the other; and 


hath informed us with impreſſions of our 


bes 
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duty to him. Theſe may his, .called the SER 
original revelation of God to man. Whats. — 
ever therefore is evidently contradictory 
to theſe pure and genuine feelings of the 
mind, cannot be the declaration of that 
God, who is eternal and immutable, and 
whoſe revelations muſt all be uniform 
and conſiſtent. That religion alone muſt 
be received as the voice of God which is 
agreeable to our natural notions of the 
Deity, whoſe precepts are all favourable 
and friendly to virtue, which breathes 
the ſpirit of piety to God and love to 
man; whoſe evident tendency is to 
mortify the power of fin within the mind, 
to refine our paſſions, to 'confirm our 
peace, to eſtabliſh the ſpiritual empire of 
righteouſneſs in the heart, and to exalt 
humanity to the reſemblance of God. 
That this is the great deſign of Chri- 
ſtianity, and of all its inſtructions, will 
clearly appear, if we attend to the whole 
ſcheme of it as it lies before us in the 
goſpel. Ever rational in its nature, pure 
and undefiled in its laws, generous and 
humane in its ſpirit, it will be found to 
abound with thoſe ſacred and ſalutary 
A's: truths, 
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THE NATURE AND IMPORTANCE OF 


** truths, which form the human mind to 
—ſolid and ſubſtantial virtue, and which 
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lead to the enjoyment of the pureſt hap- 
pineſs of which our nature is ſuſceptible. 
Amidſt that great variety of inſtructions 
which our Saviour delivered to the world, 
we find nothing to indulge the fond and 
idle curiofity of men. With reſpect to 
thoſe {ſpeculations which have no connec- 
tion with life, no immediate influence on 
the real intereſts of virtue, he bath left 
them fill unenlightened. His ſole at- 
tention is directed to make men virtuous 
and good, and conſequently wile unto ſal- 
vation. | - 

Let us . theſe thoughts a little, 
and conſider more particularly the ineſti- 
mable value and ſacred importance of 
thoſe inſtructions which we derine from 
the goſpel. 

The firſt important urn Ai n 
we take notice of as furniſhed by Chri- 
ſtianity, is that clear and ſatisfying diſ- 
covery which it affords. of the nature and 
perfections of God. It is a common and 
a well- founded obſervation, that accord- 
ing to our notions of the divine nature, 

. ſuch 
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ſuch will always be our religion. An er- SEM: 
ror here, then, muſt be attended with tge 
moſt dangerous effects to the character 
and conduct; muſt lay the foundation of a 
falſe religion, of an irrational and luperſti- 
tious ſervice. In this important inquiry 
into the nature and will of God, the light 
of unaſſiſted reaſon can prove but a feeble 
nd incompetent guide. The characters 
of wiſdom and beneficence, ſo viſible and 
apparent in the conſtitution of nature, 
which fill the mind with great and exalt- 
ed ſentiments, and with the moſt endear- 
ing conceptions of its author, are at the 
fame time mixed and blended with ſome 
appearances which ſtartle and perplex our 
reaſon, which alarm: and confound its h 
powers. To rectify our views of God, - 
and to lay the foundation of a reaſonable 
and manly devotion, Chriſtianity reveals 
the Deity to our ſight in all the glory, 
the majeſty, the benevolence of his na- 
ture. It informs us, that he is a Being of 
infinite perfection, the great centre of all 
excellency, the inexhauſtible fountain of 
all bliſs and joy: That he at firſt, by one 
omnipotent word, reared from nothing 
A 3 | this 
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THE NA TURE AND TMPORTANCE' OF 


SEAM. this comely Name of nature, and with 
— infinite art and wiſdom adjuſted all its 


intricate connexions and nice dependen- 
cies : That he continues, with an inviſible 
hand, to ſuſtain the order and regularity 


of the whole, to influence its ſecret ſprings, 


to actuate aud move the vaſt machine, 
and is gradually carrying into execution 
one great ſcheme, concerted from eter- 
nity, while infinite power, unnerring wiſ- 
dom, and boundleſs goodneſs, perpetually 
co-operate to provide the propereſt means 
for effectuating the nobleſt end; that in 
the progreſs of 'this great work, though 
clouds and darkneſs, impenetrable by hu- 
man ſagacity, may ſurround his paths, 
and qvercaſt his operations, juſtice and 
judgment and mercy are the fixed reſi- 
dence of his ſacred throne : That this on- 
Iy wie God, who js wonderful in counſel 
and excellent in working, while he ex- 

tends his attention to the moſt inconſider- 
able parts of his great dominians, main- 
tains a moſt intimate connection with 
the human race, and is the peculiar 


friend and patron of the upright in heart: 


That he holds the intereſts of piety and 
truth 
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truth ever ſacred and dear to him; that E M. 
he delights in the proſperity and welfare 
of the righteous; that his providence 
hath adjuſted every event, with a view to 
advance the intereſts of virtue, and hath 
rendered its path perplexed, and rugged, 
and uneaſy, in order to educate, to form, 
to diſcipline the mind, that thus righteouſ- 
neſs may be at laſt the more highly ex- 
alted, and may appear with 3j Joy unſpeak- 
able, and full of glory. 
With reſpect to the ſocial and perſonal 
duties of life, what a glorious luſtre and 
perfection do they derive from the light 
of Chriſtianity ! In all the precepts which 
were uttered by Him, who ſpake as never 
man ſpake, and particularly in his incom- 
parable ſermon on the mount, we are fur- 
niſhed with the nobleſt ſyſler of mora- 
lity which this warld ever ſaw. There 
the law of the Lord, reſcued from the 
corruptions of deſigning and intereſted 
men, is delivered with that authority 
which rouſeth the attention, and with 
that engaging ſimplicity, which addreſſ- 
eth itſelf to every underſtanding. The 
character which it aims to form is 
A4 | pure, 
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pure, and peaceable, gentle and eaſy to | 
be intreated ; 


full of mercy and good 


fruits. It is fitted to expand the hu- 


man heart, to warm it with benevo- 


lent regards to men, to teach its gene- 
rous influences to flow unlimited and 
promiſcuous, like the bounty of the great 
ſource of love. There ſobriety, temper- 
ance, and ſelf-government, are inculcated - 


with a preciſion and accuracy, and car- 


ried to a degree of perfection, unknown 
to the world before. The laws of Jeſus 


gare formed with ſuch peculiar refinement, 


that they reach to the ſecret receſſes of 
the heart, and check every riſing luſt, 
and every latent propenſity of the mind 


to vice. How amiable are the ſtatutes 


of the Lord! They rejoice the heart. 


They gain the ready aſſent of every un- 


biaſſed underſtanding, and the inſtanta- 
neous approbation of every virtuous mind. 
To add the nobleſt dignity and the 
ſtrongeſt obligation to all the pious and 
moral duties of life, the goſpel ſets before 
us the moſt amiable and unſpotted ſtand- 
ard of virtue. The characters of the beſt 
| art 1:0; 
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of men are imperfect, and tainted with SEFM 
errors. But He who dwelt in the boſom — 


of the Father, who well knew the perfea⸗ 
tions, the mind of God, hath: not only 
declared him to men, but hath brought 


down true and genuine holineſs from 


Heaven to earth, hath diſplayed its cha- 
racter and influence in his own pure and 
unſullied example, hath: clothed and ani- 
mated it with a living form. Here is a 
pattern, perfect in itſelf, of the moſt uni- 
verſal influence, and correſponding in 
every reſpect to the preſent neceſſities of 
human nature, in which virtue, godlineſs, 
temperance; patience, brotherly kindneſs, 
and charity, all ſhine with an illuſtrious 
ſplendour and dignity. He was the Lamb 
without ſpot. or blemiſh. He knew no 
ſin, neither was guile found in his mouth. 
The law of truth was in his lips. He 
was holy, harmleſs, undefiled, and ſepa- 
rated from ſinners. He was fairer than 
the ſons of men. 

Let us now turn our thoughts a little 
to the intrinſic excellency, and ineſti- 
mable importance of thoſe diſcoveries, 
which are in every reſpe& peculiar to 

|  _ 
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— inſtructions of the goſpel. 
— tal diſcovery which firſt deſerves our at- 
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The capi- 


tention, is a complete deliverance from 
the guilt and puniſhment of our fins. : 


Should men be ſo far deluded as to ima- 


gine the light of nature a full and ſuffi- 
oĩent guide of life in every reſpect, ſhould 
they erroneouſly hold its dictates infal- 
lible and unerring for this purpoſe, yet 


ſtill there is one thing wanting, which 


manifeſts its imperfection, and the con- 
ſequent utility, and abſolute neceſſity of 
revelation. For it muſt be obſerved, that 


this natural light, which points out the 


law, promiſeth indeed the favour and ap- 
probation of God, in conſequence of a 
perfect and undeviating obedience to it, 
but pronounces every particular infringe- 
ment a direct and irretrievable forfeiture 


of that ineſtimable bleſſing. Nor doth it 


afford to the ſinner any abſolute certain- 


ty of avoiding this penalty by repent- 


ance; the moſt punctual future obedience 
being no more than our duty, and conſe- 


quently incapable of expiating — for- 


Mer affenge. 


It 
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good will to our religion, ſenſible that 


their ſcheme is otherwiſe untenable, have 
made ſeveral efforts to demonſtrate, from 
the light of unaſſiſted reaſon, that the 


Deity is placable by repentance alone; 


and from obſerving that propenſity: in 
every good mind to be reconciled to a 
penitent offending brother, have conclu- 
ded that there muſt be ſome correſpond- 
ing benevolent propenſity in the Deity, 
which muſt lead him to pity, and to re- 
ceive into favour every returning ſinner. 


But muſt not every man that thinks at all 


immediately fee the weakneſs of ſuch 


reaſoning? To pardon private injuries, to 


paſs by private offences, are indeed lau- 
dable actions, and conſtitute an amiable 
character. But that very lenity and 


gentleneſs, which are ſuch ornaments in 


a private perſon, would be weakneſſes 


of the moſt dangerous tendency, in a 


judge, or one intruſted with the intereſts 
of ſociety. The perfection of the Supreme 
Being cannot be ſuppoſed to conſiſt in a 
blind propenſity to exert his attribute of 
goodneſs in every poſſible way, but in 
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acting according to the rectitude of his 
nature, and in conſiſtency with his other 
attributes. When therefore the light of 


nature points out God as kind and good 


to all his creatures, it with equal certain- 
ty declares him to be ſtrictly juſt and im- 
partial; the Judge, the Lawgiver, the Go- 
vernor of nature; and conſidered in this 
capacity, who can venture toſay, whether 


the ends of his government will allow him 
to diſpenſe with the violation of any of 


his ſacred laws, or that they may not ob- 
lige him to execute regularly the threaten- 
ings which he has denounced ? 


When, therefore, we confider the un- 


ſpotted nature of God, the perfection of 
his laws, and attend, on the other hand, 
to the tenor of our own ͤ conduct, we find 
it imperfect, irregular, and corrupted 
with various errors. The reflection 


wounds the conſcience with the bittereſt 


anguiſh and remorſe, and terrifies the 
mind with the idea of an incenſed Judge, 
whoſe arm wields the ſword of venge- 
ance againſt all iniquity and unrighte- 
ouſneſs of men. The ſoul, oppreſſed and 
overwhelmed with the load of guilt 


ſearches 


wie wad AM 
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ſearches for every poſlible ſuggeſtion 
which its natural powers can furniſh, to 
baniſh: its terrors, but finds none in which 
it can acquieſce. After ranſacking the 
whole extent of human reaſoning, it re- 


turns diſappointed and fatigued with the 
idle ſearch, without being able to, diſco- 


ver one certain argument capable of al- 


laying its miſery, of abating the force of 


thoſe arrows of the Lord with which it is 
penetrated, or of communicating the pro- 
per ſolace to the agonies of the wounded 
ſpirit. | 71 
In theſe deplorable circumſtances, the 
goſpel of Chriſt lends its ſeaſonable aid, 
and with a kind hand rears the languid, 
the diſtreſſed, the drooping ſoul. Here 
the myſtery hid from ages and genera- 
tions is unfolded and made manifeſt. 
Here that morning- light, which, though 
obſcured by the types and ſhadows of the 
Jewiſh diſpenſation, continued to ſhine 
with gradual and ſolemn advances, hath 
appeared in full ſplendour in our perfect 
day. Here we are informed of the moſt 
aſtoniſhing and endearing event that ever 


reached the human ear. Hear, O Hea- 
„„ 8 vens, 
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vens, and give ear, O earth, the Eternal 
Word, who was in the form of God, and 
who thought it no robbery to be equal to 
God, quitted the manſions of eternal fe- 
licity, and ſojourned upon earth. He 
who knew no fin, was made fin for us, that 
we might be the righteouſneſs of God in 
him. By this great atonement, the hand- 
writing of condemnation is 'aboliſhed, 
and we, who were afar off, are brought 
nigh to God, through the blood of Jeſus, 


He no longer wears the forbidding frown, 


but every intimidating feature is brighten- 
ed into a ſmile of complacency. He 


looks upon the face of his Anointed, and 


is well pleaſed with us. With the feel- 
ings of a kind and affectionate parent, he 


now delights in the ſecret aſpirations of 


the virtuous mind, and encourageth every 
approach to his preſence. 
Nor do the bleſſings of redemption ter- 


minate in a deliverance from the guilt of 


ſin, and from the wrath to come. The 


goſpel informs us, that the Great Captain 


of our Salvation, who died for our offen- 
ces, roſe again for our juſtification, and 
hath irradiated and enlightened the once 
| | x gloomy 
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gloomy vale of death for all his follow= 
ers: That he hath gone before, to pre- 
pare a place for us in the celeſtial regions, 
and to invite us to an immortal life; a life 


8 ERM. 


where the moſt exquiſite and raviſhing 


joys await the righteous ſpirit; joys, which 
eye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, and 


which it hath not entered into the heart of 
man to conceive; which ſhall feel no di- 
minution or abatement, but which flow 
with an eternal uninterrupted ſtream. 
But, farther, Chriſtianity inſtructs us to 


confider this great and exalted Redeemer- 


as ſtill carrying on and completing the 
ſcheme of our redemption,” by ſending 
forth the influences of his grace to illu- 
minate our hearts, to vindicate the na- 
tive liberty of the mind, to eſtabliſh the 
authority of reaſon, to regulate every 
blind and undiſcerning propenſity, and to 
erect the empire of reaſon and religion 
_ over all the ſubordinate faculties of the 
ſoul. He, who hath pointed out the road 
of our duty, who hath marked it by his 
own peculiar example, and who hath pro- 
cured for us acceſs to an immortal joy, 
is repreſented as ſtill condeſcending - to 
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regard the weakneſs and infirmity of our 


nature, and as providing the Comforter to 


lead us unto all truth. He ſends his Holy 
Spirit to guide our wavering ſteps, to 


confirm the trembling hand, to invigo- 
rate the languid effort, to pave the rug- 
ged and ſlippery path of life, and to pre- 
ſerve our feet from falling. He forms the 
kind defence from the rough and unmer- 
ciful tempeſt, and gives the ſecret inviſi- 
ble ſhield, which wards off every plague 
from the habitations of our piety. Thus, 


though he hath now aſcended to his God 


and to our God, to his Father and our Fa- 


ther, he hath not left this world benight- 


ed, friendleſs, or forlorn. From the habi- 


tations of his glory, he ſtill urgeth upon 


the Chriſtian's attentive ear the conſola- 
tions of his love : © Can a woman forget 
her ſucking child, that ſhe ſhould not 
« have compaſſion on the fruit of her 
„ womb? yea, ſhe may forget; yet will 
I not forget thee.”” © Behold I have 
« graved thee on the palms of my hands.“ 
I have prayed the Father, and he will 
« ſend the Comforter to guide thee in all 
«thy ways.“ * grace ſhall be ſuf- 

| « ficient 
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* fioient for thee: my ſtrength mall be 
© made perfect in thy weakneſs.'* In 
thy journey to the heavenly Jeruſalem, 
the archers may ſhoot at thee, and may 


ſorely grieve thee, but thy bow ſhall abide 


in ſtrength; and the arms of thy hands 
ſhall be made ſtrong, through the power 

of the mighty God of Jacob, 

Buch, then, is à general view of the 

comfortable diſcoveries which we derive 
from the inſtructions of the goſpel. This 


is that great ſalvation, and this the ful- 


neſs of the bleſſing of the goſpel of Chriſt. 
Aſk now of the days that are paſt, ſince 
God created man upon the earth, and en- 
quire from. one end of the heaven unto 
the other, whether there has been any 


ſuch thing as this great thing is, or hath 


been heard like unto it? 

Does then the Almighty Sendet to 
exhibit to our view the amazing treaſures 
of his love, to publiſh to our ears the 
riches of his grace, and ſhall we conti- 
nue deaf to that heavenly voice, which 
calls us to our higheſt intereſts ?- Shall we 


remain inſenſible to the riſings of tranſ- 


porting gratitude? Languid and corrupted 
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s ERA. muſt be the feelings of that heart, indeed, 
— which can form no conception of the va- 


lue and importance of theſe gifts of God, 
nor ſeek one earneſt deſire to graſp the 
proffered bleſſings. Invited to glory, to 
honour, to immortality, called to virtue, 
to freedom, to the glorious liberty of the 
ſons of God, ſhall we continue to liſten 
with love and pleaſure to the noiſe of 
thoſe chains and fetters which confine us 
to this earth in the moſt abject ſervitude; 


or careſs thoſe impure paſſions, which ex- 


ert the ſevereft tyranny over the ſoul, 
which effectually deſtroy its peace, and 
introduce: diſorder and miſery into the 
heart? | Bleſſed are they, indeed, that 


hear, that feel the influence of the joyful 


found ; they ſhall walk continually i in the 
light of the Lord. 

Hence we are led to make a few reflec- 
tions upon a melancholy truth, which is 
infinuated in the text, and to enquire, 
why there are ſome who have not ears to 
hear the revelations of God. There is a 
natural correſpondence, there is an eſta- 
bliſhed connection between the under- 
W aud ** it may therefore ap- 
. | fear 
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ſeems to recommend itſelf by its native 
worth and dignity, which. contains truths 


ſo ſalutary, and diſcoveries ſo grateful to 


the human mind, ſhould fill meet with 
oppoſition in the world. _.- 8 

Such an oppoſition, however, is not 
founded on any ſuperior reach of under- 
ſtanding, but is the reſult of a proud and 
conceited mind. By the impulſe of this 
temper, men are led at once to reject a 


diſpenſation, ſome of whoſe parts they find 


myſterious and inexplicable, and which 

they therefore ſcruple not to pronounce 
incredible or impoſſible, It is allowed, 
that in this divine ſyſtem there are ſome 
truths which it is above the reach of our 
imperfect faculties to comprehend or to 
explain. But where is the man who, by 
all his ſagacity, can point out in any of 
them any real inconſiſtency or contra- 
diction to our conceptions, the only cir- 
cumſtances which can be a foundation for 
unbelief. Let us only conſider, what muſt 
be the ſituation of the human mind if it 
were once eſtabliſhed and underſtood as a 
general rule, that we are to admitthe belief 
B 2 of 
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pear ſurpriſing, that a religion, which ERM. 


20 THE NATURE AND IMPORTANCE or 


SERM. of the reality of no objects in nature, but 

— of thoſe whoſe cauſes, and the manner of 

whoſe exiſtence, we can fully account for. 

This would be at once to ſt rip nature of 

all reality, to annihilate the whole ma- 

terial world. We muſt alſo reject the 

belief of our own exiſtence, for no man 

can in the leaſt pretend to underſtand 

how a corporeal and ſpiritual nature, 

things ſo perfectly oppoſite to each other, 

come to be connected. Is there one part 

of the conſtitution of the mind, is there 

one object that occurs to the external 

| ſight, in which there are not a multitude 
of myſteries, which no acuteneſs of 

thought is able to unfold ? Almighty God 

acts uniformly and conſiſtently with him- 

ſelf in all his operations. All his reve- 

lations bear one character, and are pu- 

bliſhed with one voice, The diſpenſations 

of his grace are not more difficult to 

account for than the diſpenſations of his 

providence. The man, therefore, whoſe 

views are truly great and exalted, will al- 

ways be deeply conſcious. of the imper- 

fection of his faculties, and from ſuch a 

conſciouſneſs will be led to conduct his 
enquiries 
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enquiries into religion with great humi- SERM. 
lity of wind. He will not expect to be 


able to explain all the different reaſons of 
the divine procedure, but will reſt ſatis- 


fied with thoſe doctrines which are ad- 


dreſſed to his faith, becauſe he finds them 
accompanied with the higheſt poſſible 
evidence to command his aſſent. 

The truth is, infidelity is not an error, 
it is a crime. It does not ariſe from the 
underſtanding, but from the heart. It 
is not imperfect evidence, it is not want 
of proof, it is the god of this world 
which blinds the eyes of thoſe that be- 
lieve not. The luſts of men make them 
unwilling to endure ſound doctrine, Some, 


from a deſire of popular fame alone, to 


gratify an inherent principle of vanity, 
chooſe to ſeparate themſelves from the mob 
of mankind, to deviate from the dull and 
undiſtinguiſhing path of common belief, 
and to purſue that ſingular courſe of 
thought, which may argue them perſons 
of deeper reach and penetration than 


their neighbours. Others are governed by 


the corrupt principles of the heart, and 
eaten devoted to the things of ſenſe, 
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SERM. but find it impoſſible to follow out their 
1 favourite purſuits with entire ſatisfaction, 
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while they are upbraided by the purity 
of the Chriſtian laws, or haunted by the 
terrors of the world to come. Their in- 
vention, therefore, they ſend forth in 
queſt of every poſlible pretext that may 
deſtroy this ſyſtem, or conceal from them- 
ſelves their terrible proſpects. Aided by 
the corruption of a wicked heart, even 
the weakeſt argument appears concluſive. 
Their minds are darkened with vain ima- 
ginatlons, and through the miſts of paſ- 
ſion, the amiable form of truth is tranſ- 
mitted to the underſtanding Irregular and 
diſtorted, 

Such men may congratulate themſelves 
upon their ſuperior abilities: But the in- 
fidel is a man of a narrow as well as vi- 
cious mind, and wears an heart dead to 
every great and elevated thought, He is 
a public enemy to mankind, while he 
ſtrives, by ſophiſtry and deceit, to wreſt 
from the mind thoſe important principles, 
ſo beneficent to the world, ſo nobly cal- 
culated to regulate the conduct and in- 
fluence the feelings of the heart, and la- 
bours to involye it in thoſe miſts of ſcep- 

os ticiſm 
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ticiſm which are the diſgrace of human SERM, 
reaſon, and which render the life of ma 


more miſerable than that of the beaſts 
which periſh. 

He it our care, then, to poſſeſs an hum- 
Ks candid, and teachable mind. Let 
us come to Chriſt, learn true. wiſdom in 
the ſchool of the Redeemer, and liſten 
with reverence to thoſe ſacred inſtructions 
which are calculated to make the ſervant 
of God perfect and full, furniſhed for 
every good work. 

He that hath ears to hear, let him hear. 
It is God who ſpeaks to us by the mini- 
ſtry of his Son. 


The earthly monarch, ſeated on his 


throne, and ſurrounded with pomp and 
ſplendour, is heard with reverence. When 
he opens his mouth, all is filence ; atten- 
tion dwells on every face: And 1s there 


no regard due to the words of Him, who 


ſitteth upon the circle of the earth, while 
all its proudeſt princes are but as graſs- 
hoppers before him; who covereth him- 


ſelf with light as with a garment ; who 


hangs the whole creation on his throne ? 
Shall mortal man be inattentive when his 
„ Creator 
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SERMON IL 


ON THE LOVE OF THE WORLD. 


1 Jonx ii. 15. 


Love not the world, neither the things that are 


in the world. If any man love the world, 
the love of the Father is not in him, 


'T is one principal deſign of the Chriſti- 
an religion. to exalt the affections of 
men above this world, and fix them upon 
thoſe things that can moſt completely gra- 
tify them, and afford them ſolid pleaſure 
in the gratification, There are not want- 


ing, however, many among the number of 
thoſe who profeſs to know God and to 


ſerve him, whoſe- hearts are in truth ce- 
mented to this world, whale hopes and 
fears 


SERM. 
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ON THE LOVE OF THE WORLD. 


fears are touched only by the external 


appearances which it preſents, who, at the 


ſame time, are far from reſigning their 
pretenſions to a religious character. Amidſt 
their attachment to profit, to pomp, or 
to pleaſure, they have ſome ſecret arts of 


their own, by which they are able to ſa- 


tisfy themſelves that they are the true 

and acceptable ſervants of God. 5 
Such characters were abundantly fre- 
quent in the days of the Son of man; and 
had the great Author of our religion ap- 
peared in all the pomp and glare of life, 
ready to heap riches with a liberal hand 
upon the heads of his adherents; or had 
he taught them ſome infallible method of 
growing ſpeedily great, for ſhining in the 
affluence and ſplendor of this world, he 
would ſoon have been ſurrounded by mul - 
titudes, who would have courted his fa- 
vour with anxious care. Nay, had he but 
humoured the paſſions of his hearers, by 
indulging them in their vices, by teach- 
ing them ſome effectual means of recon- 
ciling the love of God and the love of 
the world, he would ſoon have become 
popular in his miniſtrations, and the 
idol 
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idol of a depraved and hypocritical peo- 8 * 
ple. But the great Lord from heaven de- 
ſcended on a nobler erand. He came to 
combat every ſpecies of corruption; to 


ſet himſelf in oppoſition to the reigning 
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and favourite vices of mankind.; to break 
a- their attachment to things of fone; as ut- 
E terly inconſiſtent with the ſervice of God; 

to give a generous direction to the paſ- | 
* ſions of the heart; to teach the ſalutary | | 
d leſſons of a diſintereſted piety 3 of a ſu- I 
2 blime and elevated, of a pure and undivi- | 


85 ded love to God; of an humble but vigo- 
rous confidence in the diſtributions of his 


d Fatherly bounty. Accordingly, we find 
Ff him aſſuring us in the moſt expreſs terms, 
e _ that no man can ſerve God and mammon; 
- and after him, this apoſtle informs us, * 
5 that © if any man love the world, the love | 
Ex % f the Father is not in him.“ 7 | 
t In diſcourſing on theſe words, I ſhall "SU | 
"I naturally led, in the firſt place, to conſi- | 
: der the meaning of the precept itſelf. It 
: is very plain, that the apoſtle does not 
E mean to inculcate an entire indifference 
F to this world, and the concerns of it. 
| This would be inconſiſtent with the pre- 
| {ent 
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enſelves from the world may perhaps 


ON THE LOVE OF THE WORLD. 


SEAM. ſent Rate of man, and with the deſigns of 
* providence in placing him in ſuch a ſtate. 


The life of man in this world is not ap- 


pointed to be a life of mere ſpeculation, 


but of action. While we are in the body, 
ve muſt neceſſarily have a connection with 
external things. To ſupply our preſent 
wants, and to provide ſome ſhare of thoſe 
things which, nature ſtands in perpetual 
need of, muſt require on our part a pru- 


dent attention and an active induſtry. 


Self- preſervation is one of the firſt prin- 


ciples in human nature; and while pro- 


vidence hath entruſted us with the care 
of ourſelves, he hath alſo bound us by 
the ſtrongeſt obligations to ſecure the 
intereſt and happineſs of thoſe who may 
depend upon us, This is the voice of 
reaſon, and this is the law of revelation, 
It is not, therefore, it cannot be the in- 
tention of any ſuch particular precept of 
religion as that contained in the text, to 
abſtract men wholly from this world, to 
exclude them from every degree of atten- 
tion to the enjoyments and the pleaſures 
of this life. Men who have ſeparated 
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indulge _ 
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indulge themſelves in ſuch wild and vi- AM 
ſionary notions of the ſervice of God. But 


ſuch notions are neither conſiſtent with 
the dictates of reaſon, nor can they be re- 
conciled with the preſent condition of 
human nature. To pay a juſt and reaſon- 
able regard to the external circumſtances 
of our lot; to uſe every honeſt endeavour 
to ſecure a proper ſhare of preſent good 
things; to receive with complacency and 


ſatisfaction thoſe comforts of life which 


the bountiful providence of God ſets be- 
fore us, provided we uſe them with mode- 
ration, and employ them as ſo many means 
to inflame our gratitude, and to raiſe the 
ſoul in acts of love to him from whom 
they are all derived, are duties incum- 
bent on us. It is evident, then, that the 
precept is to be underſtood in a limit- 
ed ſenſe, as prohibiting ſuch an attach- 
ment to the external goods of this world, 
as would totally occupy and engroſs the 
mind, and lead it to conſider this earth, 
and its enjoyments, as the principal ob- 
jects of deſire, as the chief and ſupreme 
good of man. Love not the world,“ 
ſays the apoſtle, with ſuch unreaſonable, 
| with 
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E with ſuch immoderate affection, for who- - 


— ſoever thus loveth the world, the. love 


* of the Father is not in him.“ 

We proceed, in the ſecond place, to ſet 
before you ſome conſiderations, with a 
view to enforce this important precept. 
The firſt argument ſhall be taken directly 
from the text, that ſuch an attachment is 


a ſufficient demonſtration of the abſence 


of love to God. 

Nothing, indeed, can lay ſo frequent 
or ſo effectual obſtacles in the way of our 
eternal ſalvation, as the temptations which 
reſult from the allurements of the world. 


Here the opinions -of men are ever ready 


to run to the moſt exceſſive height, and to 
lead them to form thoſe falſe and deceit- 


ful eſtimates which have the moſt bane- 


ful influence upon the heart and charac- 


ter. While our ſenſes are ſtruck with ad- 


miration, and occupied with the love of 
thoſe objects that are to be found around 


us, to them we are ready immediately to 


attach ourſelves as to ſomething real and 
ſolid, as containing the certain ſources of 


the trueſt ſolace and joy, and therefore 


worthy to poſſeſs the principal room 
Within 
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within the heart. Seldom do men ſuffer 
themſelves to draw aſide the gaudy veil 


which covers the ſurface, or examine in- 


to the empty forms which lie below. Con- 
vinced, that in this world alone they can 
find enjoyment, God and goodneſs are 


not in all their thoughts; nor have they 


eyes to ſee any comelineſs or excellency 
either in the one or in the other wherefore 
they ſnould be deſired. Almighty God is 
then excluded from that place within the 
heart to which he is entitled; another 
divinity is eſtabliſhed there, whom they 


adore as the ſole object of their truſt' and 
confidence. Covetouſneſs is, for this rea- 


ſon, moſt properly called in Scripture ido- 


latry. The world hath become that idol 


to which the covetous mind perpetually 
bows, and which receives its warmeſt and 
moſt ſincere homage. The ſordid and 
covetous man is formed with an eye con- 


tinually fixed upon this earth, and is 


dazzled with the glare of thoſe deceit- 


ful pearls which he diſcovers. Seldom 


does he lift his thoughts above that be- 
witching ſcene ; or if he does, he can ob- 
ſerve no charms in the countenance of 

God 
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God to excite his deſire or love. All the 
days of his life he grovels upon the earth, 
and licks the duſt. Thus he disfigures the 
amiable image of God, vitiates his diſpo- 
fitions, and effaces all the traces of divi- 
nity from his ſoul. His diſtempered mind 
exhibits this world, with all its flattering 
poſſeſſions, in ſo large a form, as entirely 
fills his eye, and prevents him from diſ- 
cerning the bountiful hand which gives 
them. His baſe ſoul is loſt to all the man- 
ly exerciſe of praiſe and thankſgiving, and 


becomes an utter ſtranger to the generous 


feelings of tranſporting gratitude. He 
acknowledgeth not the divine bounty, but 
bleſſeth himſelf in the abundance of his 
comforts, and arrogantly faith in his 
heart, that his own might, and the power 


of his arm, have gatten him his wealth. 


As ſuch a diſpoſition muſt naturally ex- 
tinguiſh every direct feeling of piety, ſo 
it hath a moſt fatal influence upon all the 
parts of ſocial duty, 

The ſocial affections are intimately con- 
nected with, and properly reſult from the 
principle of love to God. He that loves 


God the Father, will he not naturally love 


mankind, 
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ani. Who are ths 4 of that EM. 
God; who are conſequently his own bre 


thren; will he not enter with a full feel- 
ing into all the diftreſs which may befal 
them; count it his duty to commu- 
nicate the means of relief if they lie 
within his power, and feel a peculiar plea- 


ſure in the exerciſe of that duty? But the 
very reverſe of all this is the character of 


the worldly man. Covetouſneſs hath 4 
moſt infallible influence to contract the 
heart, to extinguiſh every degree of ſenſi- 


bility. The feelings of the worldly man 


are confined to one point; they never 
ſtray beyond the preſent. He is loſt to 
every charitable ſenſation. Before him 
the tears of the widow, the fatherleſs, and 


of him that is ready to periſn, fall unpitied. 


Callous to the diſtreſs of his neighbour, 
with an hard and griping hand he holds 
faſt his wealth, nor parts even with the 
ſmalleſt portion of it, though called upon 
by the moſt pathetic voice of diſtreſs and 
miſery. While he himſelf is at eaſe in 
Zion, he is not grieved for the afflictions 
of Joſeph. 
C . De 


* 
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Eu. The influence of this diſpoſition is dan- 
—— gerous, and often fatal, to integrity and 
juſtice. He that hath the love of the Fa- 

ther reſiding within his heart, muſt cer- 

_ tainly be ſuppoſed to venerate that juſtice, 

equity, and unbiaſſed truth, which conſti- 

tute ſuch important ingredients in the di- 

vine character; he will diſcover at all 

times an unſhaken attachment to theſe 

ſacred virtues; nor will he ever be pre- 
BY | vailed on, by any imaginable confidera- 

—_- tion, to act in oppoſition to their dictates. 

1 Nay, ſo ſtrong will be his attachment to 

bi the calls of equity and truth, that were 

1 all human laws, with all their ſanctions, 


g | at once annihilated, he would feel the 
; ty ; o - s © | - 
j power of a law within dictating to him 


his duty, and thus would be led, from the 
natural impulſe of his own mind, to ful- 
fil every claim which his neighbour might 
have upon him. But where is there any 
ſecurity for ſuch an adherence to the 
principles of honour, or even of common 
juſtice, in that mind which is over-run 
and engroſſed by worldly deſires? Is not 
a man of this diſpoſition continually in 
danger of breaking in upon the moſt ſa- 

cred 
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cred obligations of equity in every caſe 
where his own intereſt, his ſole and fa- 


pourite paſſion, 1 is concerned? Do men in 


ſuch ſituations ever repoſe much confi- 
dence in characters of this kind? Do they 


not diſtruſt them as capable of diſſimula- 


tion, of fraud, of every low and infamous 
art, if theſe arts can lead to the attain- 
ment of that worldly advantage which 
they have in view? The truth is, let but 
the proper temptation appear, and it very 
ſeldom happens that the covetons man is 
found ſerupling to infringe the venerable 
laws of equity and truth, and to proſti- 
tute all the Principles of conſcience, pro- 
vided he can, ' without perſonal danger, 
gratify that ſordid principle, which is the 
conſtant. ſpring of all his conduct. He- 
is loſt to all the inward feelings of the 
propriety of juſtice. The demands which 
his neighbour may have upon him he may 
be obliged to fulfill by the power of hu- 


man laws. Even this, however, will be 


extorted from him with reluctance; and 
beyond the rigour of law he will not be 


| found- to ſtir one footſtep. He is a ſtran- 
G ger 
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ON THE LOVE OF THE WORLD. 


ERM. ger to the voice of equity and reaſon, and 
— never knew their power. | 


Is not the love of the Father the ot 
natural ſource of good, fellowſhip and 


concord with our brethren ? and, Is not an 


immoderate love of the world the very 
oppoſite of all this? Does it not moſt un- 
happily ſour the tempers of men? Obſti- 
nately tenactous of its own, and ready to 
make inroads on the property of others, Is 
it not the cauſe of perpetual wrangling, 


ſtrife, . and debate, breaking aſunder the 


teridexeſt, the deareſt connections of pri- 
vate life, and often involving men in the 
moſt deadly quarrels ? 

Thus it muft appear m every view. we 
take of this character, that the aflertion 
of the Apoſtle is juſt and well founded, 
and that the love of God cannot be con- 
nected with an exceſſive and extravagant 
love of the world. It appears, indeed, 
with an atrocity, with a criminal aſpect, 
above many other yices. Other fins men 
may fall into through the force of ſome 
peculiar temptation ; through raſhneſs or 
human infirmity ; but this is a calm delibe- 
rate temper, conſtituting a rooted and ha- 

bitual 
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bitual character, and PIR * s E RM, 
an uniform, ſettled, and determined ma- — 
lignity. It hath the moſt fatal tendency 


to ſtrip men of every good principle, of 


every one of thoſe excellent feelings which 
piety naturally forms, and which it la- 
bours to promote; it ravages the breaſt, 
deſtroys every virtuous and honourable 


ſentiment, and, like the rod of Aaron, 


ſwallows up all the reſt of the paſſions. 


So juſt is the obſervation of the Apoſtle 


Paul, © They that will be rich, fall into 
* temptations, and a ſnare, and into many 


„ fooliſh and hurtful luſts, which drown 


© men in deſtruction and perdition : For 
© the love of money is the root of all evil, 
e which, while ſome have coveted after, 
« they have erred from the faith, and - 
% pierced themſelves through with many 
© ſorrows.” Surely, then, as we are Curiſ- 
tians, nay, as We are men, it becomes us 
to check a propenſity which communicates 


ſo malignant an influence, and has an im- 


mediate effect to diſpoſſeſs the mind of its 


beſt and moſt valuable ornaments. 
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PSA. v. 3 


He that backbiteth not with his tongue, nor 
taketh up a reproach againſt his neighbour. 


Tr is no doubt a very melancholy thought 


to reflect upon the narrow and imper- 
fect influence of religion in the world. 
Among thoſe who aſſume the appearance 
of the moſt zealous regard and eſteem of 
its ſacred diſcoveries, do we not often 
meet with ſome practices ſtrange and un- 
accountable indeed? For an inward de- 
fect of moral principles, or an actual op- 
poſition to the precepts of ſubſtantial vir- 
tue, ſometimes diſgraces the characters of 


thoſe who affect the moſt violent love of 


its 


ON CALUMNY: 


its laws. A ſimple acquieſcence of mind 
in the diſcoyeries of divine truth, a ſingu- 


lar affection to poſitive duties, or an high 
pretenſion to zeal and fervour of devo- 
tion, theſe, and ſuch other arts, have been 
invented, to ſatisfy and lull aſleep the 
conſcience, to bend the ſpirit of piety to 
the dictates of a vicious mind, or to re- 
concile- an inward corruption of heart, 
and an irregular conduct, with the purity 
and virtue of the Chriſtian inſtitutions. 
But whoever knows any thing at all of 


the nature and ſpirit of that religion which 


came down from heaven, and which is 
calculated to render men acceptable to 
God, muſt be ſenſible, that it is one uni- 
form and conſiſtent ſcheme of duty, all 
the parts of which are intimately and ne- 
ceſſarily connected, contributing their 
united influence to purify and reform the 


heart, as well as to animate the hopes of 


men. Hence the Pſalmiſt, in deſcribing 
the properties of that man whoſe religi- 
ous ſervices are acceptable to God, hath 
ſet before us the capital features of a cha- 
racter the moſt ſtrictly virtuous. Among 
the reſt, he marks his freedom from that 


C4 particular 
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particular vice, which, however frequent 


in the practice of many who pretend to 


religion and morality, is abſolutely opp - 
fite to the nature of both: I mean the ſin- 


ful uſe of ſpeech, or that unpardonable li- 


berty, which is too commonly taken, of 


traducing or aſperſing the characters of 


others. 13 
In diſcourſing on this fubject, I ſhall 
endeavour, in the firſt place, to point out 
the great depravity and evil tendency of 
this vice; and the inſignificancy, the folly, 
and worthleſſneſs of that character which 
is infected by it. In the ſecond place, I 
ſhall ſuggeſt ſome advices which may tend 
to remedy the propenſity to ſlander. 
Loet us begin then with obſerving, that 
this vice, even in its moſt innocent form, 


implies great weakneſs, folly, or vanity. 


There are fome men who have a natural 
intemperance of tongue, and who, deſti- 
tute of any folid knowledge, or uſeful abi- 
lities, to carry on any profitable conver- 
fation, and void of thoſe principles of 
modeſty which teach a becoming filence 
and reſerve, are continually pouring forth 


the torrents of a vain or fooliſh. heart, 
Without 


* 
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without one diſtinct conception of the na- 
ture of what they are uttering, or ever 
attending in the leaſt to its conſequences: 
The moſt common ſubject that exerciſes 
the tongue of theſe men, becauſe, to the 
\ reproach of the world, they find it lif- 
tened to with the greateſt avidity, will 


always be calumny or ſlander. ' Such is 


one great feature, originally inherent in 


the character of thoſe who are deſcribed 


by the Apoſtle Paul by the name of buſy 
bodies, who wander about from houſe to 
houſe, ſpeaking the things which 285 
_ ought not. 

In ſuch minds as 3 1 an in- 
ſatiable curioſity, which perpetually ſends 
them abroad in ſearchof ſomething, which, 
when it is found, can be of no intrinſic 


ſervice to themſelves, nor uſeful to others ; 


nor indeed is any ſuch advantage ever in- 
tended by perſons of this character. They 
want only a preſent employment for them- 


ſelves. They feel a continual emptineſs 
within, which the moſt light and frivolous 


objects are always capable of filling. 
Their anxiety, however, to know the con- 
cerns of others points at an higher object. 
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— them ſomehow or other conſiderable, on 


account of a kind of knowledge which 


they poſſeſs, and upon which they value 
themſelves not a little. For as every man 
is ready to flatter himſelf that he has 
ſomething about him which gives him 


ſome title to eſteem, ſo they count upon 


this knowledge of the characters and con- 


ditions of others as their peculiar excel- 
lency. Such endowments, therefore, are 
not to lie hid, but muſt be ſhewn, becauſe 
it would undoubtedly be ſelfiſh and un- 


friendly to others not to allow them to 


ſhare in the precious diſcoveries ; but 


above all, it would not be doing juſtice to 
their own reputation, which they imagine 
muſt be increaſed in the opinion of the 
perſons to whom they tranſmit theſe va- 
luable treaſures ; becauſe, while they ſhew 
the reach of their own intelligence, and 
the great ſagacity of their obſervations, 


they readily imagine they procure to them- 


{elves an air of importance; and by the 


addition of ſome remarks, which ſeldom 


turn out very favourable to the perſon 


who is the ſubject of them, they are con- 
| tinually 


— 


tinually giving you to underſtand how 
much they are above him. 

Perſons of this deſcription may ſay they 
mean no harm, nay, pretend great inno- 
cence of intention: But ſuch a wanton- 
neſs of tongue diſcovers a character full 
of the moſt contemptible ſpecies of folly, 
and is always found to produce effects as 
pernicious as if it proceeded from the moſt 
inveterate malice. Is there not here a 
degree of 1mbecility, or weakneſs of mind, 
if we ſhould call it no worſe, which ren- 
ders a man unworthy of all honour, eſteem, 
or truſt? On ſuch perſons as theſe no re- 


hance can be placed; becauſe the very 


principles from which this diſpoſition 
ariſeth, render them always liable to be- 


tray any confidence that may be repoſed 


in them. Hence mankind always agree 


to pay little regard to ſuch a character; 


and every ſound mind will be ready to 
follow the wiſe direction of the ancient 
poet and phil ſopher, To avoid by all 

means the prying and inquiſitive man ;” 
For you may be aſſured he muſt likewiſe 
be a babbler ; nor can they, whoſe ears 
are perpetually open; and greedy to re- 
ceive 
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ceive whatever they can imbibe, ever be 
able to retain with fidelity the moſt im- 


portant ſecrets committed to their charge. 


Any thing that is imparted to them you 
may be ſure is ſoon to be conveyed to 
others; and if you have ſuggeſted that it 
is proper it ſhould be concealed, you may 


* 


almoſt depend upon it that it will be con- 
veyed ſo much the ſooner, becauſe it may 


add to their dignity and importance to 
have appeared worthy of being entruſted 
with ſuch a charge; nor can they refrain 


from haſtening to gratify the ears and 


ſatisfy the appetite of others, which they 


imagine to be as itching and greedy as 


their own. This diſpoſition is well de- 


{cribed by the ſon of Sirach, and the de- 
{cription is accompanied with ſome excel- 
lent advices on this ſubjet: © A fool,” 
fays he, © travailleth with a word, as a 
% woman in labour of a child. As an ar- 
4 row that ſticketh in a man's thigh, ſo is 
* a word within a fool's belly. The lips 
* of talkers will be telling ſuch things as 
«pertain not to them; but the words. of 
“ ſuch as have underſtanding are weighed 
in a balance. The heart of fools is in 

| their 
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_ & their mouth; but the mouth of che wiſe SER * 
„e is in their heart. He that ruleth his — 


* tongue ſhall live without ſtrife ; and he. 


„ that hateth babbling ſhall have little. 


„evil. Rehearſe not unto another what 


“ js told unto thee, and thou ſhalt fare 
+ never the worſe. Whether it be to a 


friend or a foe, talk not of other mens 
« lives; and, if thou canſt without of- 
fence, reveal them not: For he heard 
*.,and obſerved. thee, and when time co- 
10 meth, will hate thee.'““ 

K ſcam” property, which we 1 
not to affix to the evil ſpeaker, is the con- 


ſciouſneſs of much depravity and bad in- 


tention within his own breaſt. The man 
who is poſſeſſed of much inward worth 
will find ſufficient entertainment within 
himſelf, and will have little inclination to 
enquire into the faults of his neighbour, 


or to derogate from his character. Warm- 


ed with love to mankind, he will be flow 
to hear the injurious accuſation, and 
ready to conceal the fault which he may 
know. If the character of another is at 
any time under a cloud, or his actions 
liable to doubt, that charity, which hop- 
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Eu. eth all things, which believeth all things, 


—— will ever prompt him to take the favour- 


able fide, and eagerly graſp at every cir- 


cumſtance that may bid fair for his vin- 


dication; and if irrefiſtible evidence force 


his unwilling aſſent, far from inſulting his 


misfortune, he will be diſpoſed to draw a 


veil over his faults, and to reſtore him in 


the ſpirit of meekneſs, confidering himſelf 


leſt he alſo be tempted.” Under the in- 
fluence of ſuch friendly and benevolent 
principles, while he is conſcious of no per- 


verſe deſigns within himſelf, he ſuſpects 


not the conduct of his neighbours, but is 


naturally diſpoſed to look upon all their 
actions with a- moſt favourable and indul- 


gent eye, and attribute them all to an up- 


right and honeſt intention. But he who 
is himſelf poſſeſſed of a vicious heart, is 


haunted with perpetual jealouſy and ſuſpi- 


cion of others. He knows too much of 


his own heart to think there can be one 
good or diſintereſted action, but imagines 
that all is the effect of ſome ſecret artifice 
to gain ſome particular end. He is there- 


fore prone to ſuſpect, and quick to pro- 
nounce evil of his neighbours. . Their 


moſt 


az ut. 
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moſt e actions are viewed with 3 *. 
an eye which repreſents them as carry 
ing ſome peculiar malignity; and every 
virtuous and generous deed is without 
ſeruple aſcribed to the operation of ſome 


vicious motive, which he finds ſo ſtrong 
within his own breaſt. 


In the third place, the ſlanderer is 


chargeable with an eminent degree of 
pride, and with ſuch an immoderate degree 
of ſelfiſhneſs, as implies the total want of 
all the feelings of brotherly love. It is 


the great and diſtinguiſhing excellency of 
him who poſſeſſes a generous heart, that 
he knows himſelf; that he hath learned, 


not indeed to underrate his own value, 
but to form a proper opinion and concep- 


tion of it. He will therefore rejoice, with 


that ſatis faction which is natural to every 
virtuous mind, in thoſe applauſes which 


his goodneſs may deſerve; but as the beſt 
of men will always be the moſt ſenſible of 
their own faults, and ready to put a mo- 


derate value upon their beſt attainments, 
ſo his deſires will be ſatisfied with a mo- 
derate ſhare of fame. He will not there- 


fore interfere with that proportion of 


eſteem 
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SERM. eſteem which may fall to the lot of his 


—y— neighbours, nor think himſelf in the leaſt f 

injured by their poſſeſſing that degree of 

it to which he may ſtand juſtly entitled. J 

| But the proud and ambitious man, full of | 

| | | the 1maginary importance of his own-me- 

l rit, conſiders himſelf as alone entitled: to * 

[| engroſs the regards and poſſeſs the united ] 

[! Praiſes of men. He feels himſelf mate- 2 

1 rially hurt by having any part of them , ſl .; 

| transferred to another. Seldom will he 1 0 

| be found to commend the virtues of his \ 

| neighbours ;z or, if any neceſſary, tribute 1 

l of that kind is extorted from him, it is 1 

| 6 | obſerved to flow: cool, and faint, and par- | - 

i tial. For every ſuch accent of praiſe and 1 

{| commendation he is accuſtomed to confi- F 

| der las ſomehow leſſening” himſelf, or as F 

at leaſt ſome acknowledgment of their a 

equality to him. He ſtrives rather by 3 

every art to remove them out of the way; | 

. and calumny and detraction he finds the 1 

# moſt ſucceſsful inſtrument for robbing \ 
ial them of all their glory. He imagines his 
a: own character will be beſt eſtabliſned upon 

=_ the ruins of theirs, and that every {poil 

he tears from them will contribute to add ] 
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a peculiar luſtre to himſelf; and while he H * 
thus expoſes their weakneſſes and follies, &—w— 
by ſome very unaccountable operation f 
ſelf-deceit, he is led to conclude, that his 
own great and ſuperior excellencies ſhine 
more bright, and feels a ſecret ſatisfaction 
in anticipating that high applauſe, which. 
he conſiders the world as bound, on ſuch 
a compariſon, to beſtow. Hence calumny 
is the offspring of envy, which is the ſiſter 
of pride, and implies that ſecret pain 
which ariſes within the mind from re- 
flecting upon the ſuperior poſſeſſions - or 
reputation of our neighbour, It is this 
which forms the heart to that hard and 
anfeeling caſt which bears an enmity to 
every appearance of foreign happineſs, 
and which, deeply vexed at the heights 
which another has reached, leads us to em- 
ploy the baſeſt arts to vilify his name, to 
blaſt his merit, to tear the crown from 
his head, and to reduce him to a level 
with Sue se | | 
In the fourth place, we may add, that 
this diſpoſition affords an unqueſtionable - 
evidence of the meaneſt and baſeſt ſpirit. 
Like the dark and treacherous aſſaſſin, 
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SERM. eſteem which may fall to the lot of his 
— neighbours, nor think himſelf in the leaſt 


injured by their poſſeſſing that degree of 
it to which he may ſtand juſtly entitled. 


But the proud and ambitious man, full of 


the imaginary importance of his own me- 
rit, conſiders himſelf as alone entitled to 
engroſs the regards and poſſeſs the united 
praiſes of men. He feels himſelf mate - 


rially hurt by having any part of them | 
transferred to another. Seldom will he 


be found to commend the virtues of his 


neighbours ; or, if any neceſſary tribute 


of that kind is extorted from him, it is 
obſerved to flow cool, and faint, and par- 
tial. For every ſuch accent of praiſe and 
commendation he is accuſtomed to conſi- 
der as ſomehow leſſening himſelf, or as 
at leaſt ſome acknowledgment of their 


equality to him. He ſtrives rather by 
every art to remove them out of the way; 


and calumny and detraction he finds the 


moſt ſucceſsful inſtrument for robbing 


them of all their glory. He imagines his 
own character will be beſt eſtabliſhed upon 


the ruins of theirs, and that every ſpoil 


he tears from them will contribute to add 
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a peculiar luſtre to himſelf; and while he EA. 


thus expoſes their weakneſſes and follies,. 


by ſome very unaccountable operation of 
 ſelf-deceit, he is led to conclude, that his 
own great and ſuperior excellencies ſhine 
more bright, and feels a ſecret ſatisfaction 
in anticipating that high applauſe, which 
he conſiders the world as bound, on ſuch 
a compariſon, to beſtow. Hence calumny 
is the offspring of envy, which is the ſiſter 
of pride, and implies that ſecret pain 
which ariſes within the fnind from re- 
fleting upon the ſuperior poſſeſſions or - 
reputation of 'our neighbour. It 1s this 
which forms the heart to that hard' and 
unfeeling caſt which bears an enmity to 
every appearance of foreign happineſs, 
and which, deeply vexed at the heights 
which another has reached, leads us to em- 
ploy the baſeſt arts to vilify his name, to 
blaſt his merit, to tear the crown from 
his head, and to reduce him to a W 
with elves; | LSE. 
In the fourth place, we may add, that 
this diſpoſition affords an unqueſtionable 
evidence of the meaneſt and baſeſt ſpirit. 
Like the dark and treacherous aſſaſſin, 
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oN CALUMNY» 


who dares not venture on an equal com- 


bat, but ſeizes the opportunity of giving 
his adverſary the ſecret ſtab behind, 
the ſlanderer wounds under the veil of 


darkneſs, and propagates unſeen that odi- 


ous tale, which he dares not for his heart 


avow, or publiſh before the man whom he 


injures. 6 5 
Such is the nature a this erime, the 
moſt malignant that can well be imagined, 
when we reflect, that it proceeds from 
the moſt diſgraceful paſſions that can cor- 
rupt the heart of man. And equal to the 
atrocity of its nature, are the calamitous 
effects which it is found to produce, Ca- 
lumny has indeed been the vice of every 
age. It is Hkewiſe the reproach. of ours. 
It is not confined. to one. ſtation of life 
alone ; it is an univerſal vice. It is. not 
only to be found whiſpering its artful ſuf. 
picions within the ſtately palaces of the 
great, but it appears within the lonely 
cottage of the poor, and ſpreads. i its bane- 
ful poiſon through the humbleſt ſcenes of 
life. That man's obſervation muſt be ex- 
tremely narrow and confined indeed, who 
thinks it a rare and uncommon prac- 
; © I” e 
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tice. Mingle a little with the ſociety of 5ER M. 
mankind, and you will find that calumny *——— 
furniſhes a very general topic of 'conver= 
ſation, and is deemed a very innocent and 

. harmleſs amuſement, What is common 
becomes indeed familiar,-and excites but a 
ſmall degree of horror; but if we will al- 
low ourſelves to view this vice in its ſim- 
ple and naked attire, it will be found the 
occaſion of many of the moſt ſubſtantial 
evils and miſeries of human life. It ſcat- 
ters the ſeeds of ſtrife and animoſity, and 
forms the deepeſt jealouſies among the 
neareſt friends. It pours forth its deadly 
venom to embitter the ſweet cup of do- 

meſtic happineſs; and by its noxious and 

peſtilential yapours, blaſts the moſt valu- 

I able comforts, and kills the joys of life. 

t It is the teſtimony of Solomon, and 

- every virtuous and. honourable heart im- 

2 mediately feels the propriety of the ſen- 

* timent, that © Reputation is rather to be 

- „ choſen than great riches, and loving 


f % fayour than filver or gold.” Men 
- | may ſatisfy themſelves. with forming de- 
0 ceitful eſtimates of the nature and malig- 
>= nity of crimes. The ſlanderer may ſtar- 
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tle at the thought of theft, of robbery, or 
of murder; but the injury which he 
commits by wounding the character of 
another, is more deeply felt than the loſs 
of the richeſt treaſures, or even of life it- 
ſelf; for by this a man is robbed of his moſt 
valuable property, reduced to the moſt 
abject and deplorable poverty, and ſunk 
into a ftate which renders his life infigni- 
ficant, and exiſtence itſelf a burden. 'By 
this, that credit and eſteem in the world; 
which is the great foundation of his power 
and influence to benefit himſelf or man- 
kind, is totally overturned, and with his 
character often falls 115 Whole ſupport in 
A 

What ſhall be done to thee, thou falſe 
deceitful ſlanderer! How little muſt be 


thy humanity, which does not regard the 


agonies of the wound which thy malice 


gives to the virtuous and feeling heart! 


How fatal, how extenſive, how laſting, 


and often ne are the miſeries 
thou createſt! | 


Slander is an arrow. full of deadly poi- 


fon, which he ſhooteth ſuddenly, and 
feareth not. Moſt pathetically:1 is its ma- 


L lignity 


(66 


66 


xc 
cc 
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is it likewiſe repreſented by the Apoſtle 
James, as © A fire, a world of iniquity, 
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lignity deſcribed in the words of ancient $ ELIE. 


wiſdom : “ A backbiting tongue hath diſs —— 
« quieted many. Strong cities hath it 
pulled down, and overthrown the hou- 

ſes of great men. The' ſtroke of the 

whip maketh marks in the fleſh; but 

the ſtroke of the tongue breaketh the 


FT: 


bones. Many have fallen by the edge 


© of the ſword, but not ſo many as have | 


fallen by the tongue. Well is he that 
is defended: from it, and hath not paſ- 
ſed through the venom thereof; who 
hath not drawn the yoke thereof, nor 


e hath been bound in her bands: For the 


«'yoke'thereof'is a yoke of iron, and the 


„bands thereof are bands of braſs; the 


'6C 


death thereof is an evil death; the 


« grave were far better than it.“ Well 


„ which polluteth the whole body, which 
*« ſetteth on fire the courſe of nature, and 
“is itſelf ſet on fire of hell.“ 
The calamitous effects of this vice are 
not confined wholly to thoſe againſt whom 
the ſlander is directed, but often, nay, ge- 


nerally indeed, return upon the ſlanderer 


D:3-- himſelf. 
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himſelf. Let me recal to your minds 
thoſe ſuſpicions and fears, thoſe dangers 
and troubles, which muſt fall to his lot, 


who applies himſelf to theſe uncharitable 


arts. By his injurious accuſations muſt 
he not neceſſarily entail upon himſelf the 


deepeſt reſentment of others, and expect 


to meet with the like in his turn? By 
wounding others in the moſt tender and 


feeling part, muſt he not raiſe the fierceſt 


ſtorms of juſt and reaſonable wrath againft 


himſelf, and thus ruſh into the greateſt 


danger? He cannot be ſaid to act either 
an honourable or prudent part for him- 


ſelf. Mankind ſoon underſtand his cha- | 
racter, and naturally hold him in abhor- 


rence. He is conſidered as the general 
peſt of the world; the poiſoner of all its 
moſt valuable joys ; and therefore is ſhun- 


ned by every man who poſſeſſes any de- 
gree of candour or humanity, or who is 


deſirous to .preſerve his own reputation: 
Dreadful, then, as this vice is in itſelf, and 


_ utterly inconſiſtent with the ſpirit of re- 
ligion, we may reaſonably be amazed be- 


yond meaſure, to find one ſingle inſtance 
of it in the life of a Chriſtian. Let no 
| man 
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man in pleaſe himſelf with varniſhing over 
the ſlanders he may utter, with the gentle 
name of the innocent ſtrokes of wit and 
raillery, However his intentions may 
appear to himſelf, ſuch a conduct is highly 
criminal in its nature, implying great de- 
pravity of ſpirit, an extreme indifference 


to the principles of virtue and truth, and 
to the reputation, the welfare, and the 


good of others. Like the madman, who 
ſcattereth fire-brands, arrows, and death, 


ſo is he that flandereth his neighbour, 


and faith, Am I not in ſport? 
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PSAL. XVe 3. 


He that backbiteth- not with his tongue, nor 
taketh up a reproach againſt his neighbour. 


HE ſons of men, who, by the pecu- 


1 liar favour of providence, occupy 
the ſupreme rank here, were not ſtationed 


in this ſcene, merely under the character 


of contemplative beings. There are evi- 
dently deſires and propenfities within, 


which lead them to the love of ſociety ; 


to eſtabliſh thoſe connections with others 


upon which their own happineſs and the 


general welfare of the ſpecies were ap- 
pointed to depend. And that they might 
be properly furniſhed for this end, and 
well 


_- 
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well qualified to fulfil thoſe great and ex- 


cellent purpoſes of ſociety, for which 
they are ſo viſibly formed, they were en- 


dowed with a power of communicating 
their thoughts to others. The tongue is 
called in Scripture, © the glory of man,“ 
becauſe it is one of the moſt precious and 
ornamental faculties which he hath re- 
ceived from heaven; by which he is en- 


abled to celebrate the praiſes of his high 
Creator; to pour forth the treaſures of 


mutual inſtruction; and in many different 


ways to contribute to the public felicity. 


This, however, like all the other great 


and ineftimable gifts of providence, is ca- 
pable of being perverted, and has ſuffered 
many and grievous abuſes. Inſtead of 
ſpreading the ſtores of peace and joy ſo 


far as its voice can reach, the tongue is 
often found to have recourſe to the moſt 


unrighteous arts to kindle the flames of 


ſtrife and contention in the world, and. to 
make the moſt dreadful ravages on all the 
principles of charity and juſtice itſelf. 
For this reaſon, I have been endeavour- 
ing to guard you againſt one of thoſe 
great vices which belong to the tongue, 
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I mean Calumny, or Slander. Without 


reſuming any thing that has been ſaid, 
we now proceed to ſuggeſt ſome advi- 


ces, which, by the blefling of God, may 
contribute to remedy this wanton and 
malicious propenſity. 

In the firſt place, then, let us all be en- 


gaged to begin with exerciſing our ſeve- 


rity and correction upon ourſelves. A 
deſire to interfere with the concerns and 


behaviour of others might perhaps admit 
of ſome excuſe, were not every man fur- 


niſned with ſufficient employment at 


home to occupy all his attention and 
care. Let every man ſtudy to do his 


own buſineſs. And what is the buſineſs 
of every man, but to know himſelf, to 
correct and amend his own fanlts, and to 


endeavour to become wiſer and better; a 
buſineſs to which he who 1s inclined to 
cenſure the actions of others ought moft 


particularly to attend. For he who ven- 
tures to accuſe his neighbour hath great 


need to look well after his own conduct, 
and to conſider that he makes a very ri- 


diculous figure by reproaching others, if 
he deſerves reproach himſelf. Let us 


then 
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ſtand theſe, the more humble will we be, 
the more remarkable for the abſence of 
all harſh ſuſpicions, and the more diſpoſed 


to be favourable to the miſcarriages of 


others. 


Hence, in the ſecond place, while we 
are occupied with a proper attention to 


the ſtate of our own minds, let it be our 
ſtudy above all things, to purify them 
from all vitious defires, from all diforder- 
ly paſſions, from all malicious and uncha- 


ritable views. We have endeavoured to 


point out the internal diſeaſes of which 
this vice is the certain ſymptom ; and, till 


theſe are removed, there can be no ſecu- 


rity, no prevention of this effect. If the 
fountain be polluted, the ſtreams muſt be 


unclean, Can a fountain,” fays the 


Apoſtle James, © ſend out at the ſame 
% place {weet waters and bitter? Can a fig- 


tree bear olive berries, or a vine figs?” 


* How can ye being evil,” ſays our Lord, 
* ſpeak good things, for from the abun- 
% dance of the heart the mouth ſpeak- 
eth. A good man, out of the good 


<« treaſure - 
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then learn an intimate acquaintance with SERXM. 
our own hearts; for the better we under 
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« treaſure. of, the heart, bringeth forth 
« good things; and an evil man, out of 
te the evil treaſure of the heart, bringeth 
« forth evil things. Let it then be our 
principal care, to tame the fury of pal. 
ſion that may lodge within our breaſts; 


the only effectual method to render /« our 


ſpirits more. regular. Th 
In the third place, let us accuſions our- 


| ſelves, ſeriouſly and deeply, to reflect upon 
the great injuſtice and cruelty which is 
inflicted upon our neighbour by calumny 
and defamation. 
theſe wretched inſtruments. of malice, is 


The man who deals in 


always obſerved to be very conſiderable 
in his own opinion, and extremely anxi- 
ous that he ſhould be thought ſo in the opi- 
nion of others. For that is one of the 


great foundations of this vitious practice. 


Here then let him conſider what regard 


he has for. his own reputation, how de- 


ſirous he is that all men ſhould venerate 
him, and put the moſt friendly | interprę- 
tation upon his actions. Let him learn to 


ſubſtitute himſelf in the room of thoſe 


whom he thus abuſes, let him appropriate 


| their caſe to himſelf. Let him reflect, 
; : how 
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how much he would complain of injuſtice s ER N. 
and barbarity, were others to view his 


conduct with that malicious eye, and treat 
it with that inſolent ſatire, which he is 
found to apply without ſcruple to them. 
Remember then, and learn at laſt to obey 
that rule, which is the foundation of all 
common equity, and of Chriſtian juſtice, 


« Whatſoever ye would that men ſhould 


« do unto you, do ye even ſo unto them; 
« for this is the law and the prophets.” 
In the fourth place, let us habitually re- 
preſent to our minds, that inward plea- 
ſure and ſelf-complacency, which reſult 
from the wiſe and benevolent government 


of ſpeech. There is not, perhaps, to be 


found a more fertile ſource, either of 
miſery or conſolation: to every individual, 
than the regular or imprudent govern- 


ment of the tongue. © A perverſe tongue, 
ſays Solomon, is a breach in the ſpirit.” 
The hurt it gives to others, makes a 


breach upon the comfort of the defamer 
himſelf, and miſerably interrupts his own 
happineſs. This, every one who is noto- 


riouſly guilty of this vice is obliged to 


feel in the higheſt degree; and of this, 
| every 


SERM. eyery man hath an opportunity to form 
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—— ſome ſort of judgment from his own ex- 
perience. For, even the man whoſe heart 
may be abundantly virtuous and honour- 
able, and whoſe ſpeech in general may be 
guarded by wiſdom, and the love of his 
neighbour, if he has any ſenſibility, any 
tender feelings, hath found himſelf deep- 


. Jy affected with any-raſh or inadvertent he 
ſpeech which may have dropt from him, pl 
and which never recurs to his memory m 
without much ſelf-reproach and repent- 01 
ance. But, look upon the other fide, and al 


obſerve the advantages which reſult to 
every character that is gentle and peace- 
able, and an enemy to all ſeverity and re- 
proach. When the tongue of man is em- 
ployed in the pious and beneficent offices 
for which it was given; to declare the 
glory of its maker; to inſtil the precepts 
of Divine knowledge into the ignorant 
breaſt; to convey proper advice to the 
perplexed heart; to vindicate the injured 
reputation; or by adminiſtering ſeaſonable 
conſolation to ſupport the diſtreſſed ſpirit; 
how divine is that pleaſure which it muſt 
then miniſter to the ſoul, in all the ſeaſons 


of 
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ef reflection Such a wholeſome tongue ; SERM. | 
is beautifully compared by Solomon to a 
tree of life. It puts forth the moſt | 
pleaſant bloſſoms ; it preſents us with a 
delicate and nouriſhing. fruit; its wide K 
extended branches afford an happy refuge - 
from the ſtorm ; and to the oppreſſed ſpi- Ko 
rit, they yield a welcome ſhadow from the 

heat, Such a beneficent character im- 
plies at the ſame time that humility and 

modeſty of mind, which is the. greateſt 
ornament to the man, endearing him to the 

affections of all, and giving him always 

peace and tranquillity at home; becauſe 

he is conſcious of having occaſioned no 

broils or diſcord to others. How muſt 

men delight in cultivating acquaintance 1 
and friendſhip with one whoſe calmneſs. 
of temper, and ſweetneſs of diſpoſition, 
render his company ſo pleaſant and agree- 
able, and his character ſo worthy of their 2] 
affection and confidence. 8 

In the fifth place, let us lay to heart, 

how offenſive it muſt be to the great 
LorD. and Judge of all, whoſe children 
and ſubjects we are, to allow ourſelves in 
any acts of ſeverity or malice to others, 
Such 
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SERM. Such a conduct is perfectly oppoſite to nir 
—.— great Image, which it is the higheſt glo- 


ry of humanity to reſemble. He is not 
extreme to mark what we do amiſs. He 


hideth his face from our fins, and paſſeth 
by our tranſgreſſions, He remembers 


that we are but duſt, and is ever ready to 
extenuate our offences ; and through Jz- 
sus CHRIST, delighteth in mercy. How 
can the rigorous, the cenſorious, the vi- 
rulent flanderer, ever be thought the fol- 
lower of this God? He is an utter ſtran- 
ger to his Spirit and character. He is a 
rebel to his government and laws; and he 
hath reaſon to expect the moſt rigorous 
effects of his vindictive juſtice. To 
him God will infallibly impute at laſt, all 
that unhappy train of evils which have 
been the conſequence of his unbridled 
malice. Then, by their words ſhall men 
be juſtified, and by their words ſhall they 


be condemned. He ſhall have judgment 


without mercy, who hath ſhewn no mer- 

In the laſt place, let us, with unwearied 
_ zeal, labour to acquire'thoſe lovely graces, 
which are the characteriſtical ornaments 
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of our religion. Never was there fo ſub- SER NM. 
lime an inſtitution as Chriſtianity, 'which co 
is founded in love, and whoſe greateſt 
glory 1t 1s to educate its diſciples in thoſe 
peaceful virtues which are moſt friendly 
to their own internal tranquillity, and 
moſt beneficent and generous to the 
world. Let us learn a deep acquaintance. 
with the oracles of God; that ſacred 
phfoſophy, from whoſe ſtudy none ever 
returned without becoming a wiſer and 
a better man. Let us learn of Him who 
was meek and lowly in heart. Let us 
come to Chriſt, learn true wiſdom in the 
ſchool of the Redeemer, and liſten to the 
inſtructions of this beſt of teachers, which 
will gradually form our minds to ſweet- 
neſs, charity and love. Let us open our 
hearts to the influences of the great Fa- 
ther of our ſpirits, beſeeching and in- 
treating him to plant there the moſt ami- 
able fruits of his religion. Thus will our 
fouls naturally catch the ſpirit of that 
God whom they adore, and imbibe the 
loving and benevolent temper of thoſe 


heavenly 9 where he reſides, and 
E where 
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SERM. where the bleſt inhabitants, utter ſtrang- 
— ers to all the diſſonance of wrath, viru- 
lence and malice, power forth their hearts 
in the warmeſt ecſtacies of friendſhip to 


.one another, and are united in ties of love 


that can never be diſſolved or impaired. 


SE R- 


Bu 


„ 
. 0 4 
N 


40$00$$$005000000$0$+$$$$$$00$$+$ 


SERMON V. 


ON THE PROGRESS OF HOLINESS. 
. 


eee eee 


Prov. iv. 18. 


But the path of the Fuſt is as the Jag 
light, &c. | 


HESE words contain a lively de- sERM. 
ſcription of the progreſſive courſe of 

virtue and holineſs. They are founded on 

a noble i image, which, as it is familiar to 

every eye, is beautiful and obvious to the 

weakeſt underſtanding. As the morning 

light breaks through the ſhades of night 

and darkneſs, and advances to its meri- 

dian ſplendour, ſo the pious mind, having 

diſpelled the clouds of ignorance and er- 

ror, is gradually enlightened by the hea- 

venly rays of Divine wiſdom, and riſes 
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oN THE PROGRESS 


by progreſſive ſteps to higher acquifirions, 
to more perfect attainments of virtue. 
'In diſcourſing from theſe words, I ſhall 


endeavour, in the firſt place, to point out 


— 


the character of him who may properly 
merit the name of the juſt man, whoſe 
© path ſhineth more and more unto the 
« perfect day.“ . 

In the ſecond place, to offer ſome argu- 
ments to enforce the imitation of this you 
and progreſſive character. 

In the laſt place, to ſuggeſt ſome ad- 
vices, which, by the bleſſing of God, may 


be of uſe to promote our growth in grace. 


I return to the firſt of theſe, To point 
out the character of him who may pro- 
perly merit the name of the juſt man, 
whoſe path © ſhineth more and more un- 
te to the perfect day.” And here it will 
be neceſſary to obſerve, that the term 
juſt is not always in Scripture: limited to 


that one capital virtue, which we com- 


monly underſtand by that name, but is 


generally uſed in a more extenſive ſenſe, 


and applied to ſignify every act of an un- 


f reſerved eenses nor indeed can that 


man: 


or HOLINESS, | 5 


man bb y and truly called juſt, 


who fatisfies himſelf with a compliance — 


with the rules of ſocial duty, while he 
neglects the acts of piety to his God. His 
virtue is improperly founded; he violates 
one of the moſt eſſential . of juſtice 
itſelf, while he withholds thoſe returns of 
gratitude and love which are due to the 
great Author and Preſerver of his being. 
Far, therefore, from being of the opi- 
nion of thoſe who conſider religion and 
morality as diſtin& things, and maintain, 
that the latter may be duly and regular- 
ly performed without any regard paid to 
the former, he who may lay claim to 
the character of the juſt man, will con- 
fider religion, or his duty to his Creator, 
as the only proper foundation and ſource _ 
of his morality, and therefore of primary 
obligation, To be inſtructed in this im- 
portant article, he will conſult the works 
of the Supreme Being, and collect from 
theſe the traces of his perfections. But, 
deeply ſenſible of the great imperfection 
of natural diſcoveries, and ſtill earneſtly 
inquiſitive after the will of God, he will 
ſearch for ſome” ſurer guide to lead to his 


E 3 duty, 


_ _ 3 = - - — 
2 — 
— 


S . 4 
2 * 4 ; 
— — CC 


* Py) i1 
15 
.... * K hn ery Say 


78 
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SERM. duty, and rejoice in the more ample ma- 
— nifeſtation of the Divine mind contained 


4 


in the goſpel, With reverence he will 


Iiſten to the dictates of revelation, and 
learn the duty which he owes to his Ma- 
ker. While he meditates upon the glori- 
ous perfections of his character, the fire 


will burn in his breaſt, and pure and un- 
corrupted will riſe the pious flame of ado- 


ration unto heaven. 

Nor will he content himſelf with the 
more ſecret acts of a devout heart, but 
rejoice at every public occaſion of ſhew- 
ing forth the praiſes of his Creator. He 
Will be glad when it is {aid unto him, Go 


, Las up unto the houſe of God 3 when his 


feet are allowed to ſtand within the gates 
of Jeruſalem. No hypocriſy, no deſire of 


reputation from the world, will guide his 
feet thither ; but an humble deference to 
the appointments of his God, and a fer- 


vent deſire to mingle his tribute of praiſe 


with the company of thoſe who fear his 


holy Name. 

The ſacred attributes of the Divine 
character which excite his devotion, will 
not fail, at the ſame time, to produce eve- 
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1 becoming aortic in his heart, and ITY 
every correſpondent duty in his life 


While he reverenceth his Almighty power, 
he will ſtand in awe to offend the greateſt 
of all beings. He will, above all things, 
dread his diſpleaſure, and fly from fin, 


which is the great object of it. While he 


adores his untainted purity, he will 
mourn over his own corruption, and ſtudy 
to conform himſelf to the image of his 


| holineſs. While he venerates his infinite 


wiſdom, he will ſubmit to the corrections 
of his providence ; nor will he murmer at 
that intricacy which may involve his ad- 
miniſtration. While he admires his in- 
flexible veracity, and unbiaſſed truth, he 
will expreſs his unfeigned regard, by an 


undeviating adherence to their ſacred 
rules; and while he contemplates, with 


love and gratitude, that bounty which his 
liberal hand ſcatters through the uni- 
verſe, he will ſtrive to cheriſh within his 
own breaſt the ſame benevolent diſpoſi- 
tion, and delineate in his life HO godlike 


virtue. 


K 4< triumph 


Penetrated with a full ſenſe of the pre- 
ſent corrupted ſtate of humanity, he will 
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ON FHE PROGRESS 


SERM. triumph in thoſe methods which the love 
— of God hath invented to extricate him. - 
from miſery, and reinſtate him in the poſ- 
ſeſſion of the Divine favour, and of the 
moſt ineſtimable ſpiritual bleſſings. That 
Jeſus, who died for his fins, and upon 
whoſe ſatisfaction alone he depends for 
his falvation, he will take for the example 
of his life, for the ſtandard of his prac- 
tice. Conſtant, ſincere and warm in his 
5 affections, no ſelfiſh views Will ever draw 
3 | him aſide from the ſacred paths of friend- 
c ſhip; nor will he entertain one purpoſe. 
of the heart inconſiſtent with its vene- 
rable laws. But ſtill, unfettered by pri- 
3x | vate attachments, his heart will glow 
with love to mankind, and his hand be 
open to relieve their wants. 
Ever tender of his neighbour's reputa- 
tion, he will ſet a watch over the door of 
his lips, that he offend not with his. 


_ tongue. He will be unwilling to liſten 
=_ to the voice of ſlander, and ever ready to. 
= hide the fault which he knows. In all. 


the tranſactions of ſocial life, he will 
wear the lips of truth. Integrity, candour 
and ſincerity, will ever preſerve his heart. 
| And 


- And in 1 3 the whole courſe s ER M. 
of life, he will ſtudy to purſue, with uni- — 
: form ſteps, the open path of honour and | 
d of virtue, unmoved by allurements, un- 
: awed by dangers. | 
= Such may be the character of the juſt 
man, and ſuch while he continues, he 
3 will be anxious to grow and excel in all 
the fruits of righteouſneſs. For the right- 
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eous will hold on in his way, and he that | 
hath clean hands will wax ſtronger and = 
ſtronger. 
The poſſibility of making great attain-⸗ 1 
ments in virtue, is certainly no imagina- F 
Wn, notion. We all know to what afto- K | 
niſhing heights of hardineſs, of ſtrength, 8 
and of agility, the human body is often 1 
carried by habit and exerciſe. And are 4 
not the faculties of the mind equally im- W 
provable, and capable of receiving as 'Y 
high degrees of perfection? Certain it is, | 9 
that wherever true and genuine virtue lives ; 1 
within the breaſt, it will manifeſt its ex- x 
iſtence there, by riſing and flouriſhing in = 
the outward conduct. It is no ſluggith = 
or Jene Principle, but ſomething that | | 
animates : l A 
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ON THE PROGRESS 


animates and enlivens the heart, and urges 
on to exerciſe, to progreſs in virtue. 

The mind of a pious man lies ever open 
to entertain and cheriſh the ſacred in- 
fluences of that grace which deſcendeth 
from above; and, like the tree planted by 
the rivers of waters, his virtue, wet with 
the dews of heaven, riſeth with a quick 


and rapid progreſs, and is adorned with a 
glorious fruit. His piety, founded upon 


Its proper principles, wall always ſtrive to 
attain a more mtimate acquaintance with 


his God, and a more exact conformity to 


his will. The beauties of holineſs will 
acquire an additional dignity and luſtre 
in his eyes, and determine him to the 
more ardent love of it. The deformity 
of vice will continually increaſe, and he 


will hate it with a more perfect hatred. 
Having felt the conſolation that is in 
Chriſt Jeſus, the comfort of love, and the 
fellowſhip of the Spirit, the grateful re- 
liſn will inflame his heart with ardent 
aſpirations after larger and more ample 
communications of the Divine grace, For 
this purpoſe, he will be anxious to riſe 
and to excel in all theſe acts of religious 

| obedience 


8 


heavenly Father, and to put forth his 
moſt vigorous endeavours, that he may 


approach nearer to the unity of the faith, 


and of the knewledge of the Son of God, 


«to the meaſure of the ſtature of A per- | 


c fe man in Chriſt Jeſus.” 
I proceed, in the ſecond place, to offer 


ſome arguments to enforce the imitation - 


of this juſt and progreſſive character. 


The firſt argument ſhall be taken from 
the great and genuine ſatisfaction with 


which it is attended. Some there are 


who conſider religion as wearing a dark 


and melancholy aſpect, as bearing a per- 
petual enmity to joy and pleaſure. Such 
are but little acquainted with its Power 
and influence. 


When we conſider any courſe of life 
with a view to form a proper eſtimate of 
its real value, or to judge whether it is 
eligible by a rational mind, we ought not 
to attend to one momentary and tranſient 
ſally of pleaſure which it may yield, but 

| | | to 


obedience which may recommend him to SERM, 
the more intimate complacency of hi 
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ON THE PROGRESS 


to inquire how far it is Laid: to ren- 
* that pleaſure permanent and durable, 
to give to ĩt an influence uniform and uni- 
verſal. For ſuch is evidently the conſti- 

tutien of the human mind, that the higheſt 
pleaſure it is capable of feeling is not de- 

rived from the preſent fenſation, but from 
thoſe acts which are calculated to endure 

the inquiry of our cooler moments, to 
bear the ſcrutiny of ſevere reflection. 

Let this rule be applied to the purſuits 
of ſin, and where will appear its claim to 
our affections or choice. The way of 
« the wicked,“ ſays Solomon, in the verſe 
immediately following the text,“ is dark- 
„ neſs; he knows not at what he ſtum- 
«© bles. The path he treads lies through a 
dark and dreary ſolitude, where deceitful 
forms do perpetually ariſe to mock his 
ſight, and to ſeduce his ſteps. He in- 
dulgeth his palate with the bewitching 
pleaſures which appear upon the road; but 
every pleaſure he taſtes forms itſelf Into 
+ dreadful fury, which frowns upon his 
peace, and wounds him with the Nagy of 
bitter anguiſh oy remorſe, 


But 
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But it is ihe great excellency of a reli; SEAM. 
: gious life, that it happily correſpands i in — 


every reſpect to this original ſtructure of 
the mind, and is calculated to increaſe the 
ſources of agreeable reflection according 
to our advances in it. Far from impair- 
ing the natural funds of ſatisfaction, it-al- 


lows, it commands the moderate uſe of 
every innocent enjoyment, gives it a pe- 


culiar reliſh, reſines and improves upon 


every pleaſure, and ſuperadds that ſource 


of joy which the world knoweth not of. 
They who have proceeded fartheſt in 
this ſublime and heavenly road, know 
well what noble ſatis faction attends eve- 
ry ſucceſſive ſtep, and can abundantly 
witneſs, that every improvement is fol- 
lowed by a: proportionable ſhare of hap- 
pineſs. 

Some there are who a; religion 
as ſomething hoſtile to their eaſe, as a 


life of | perpetual toil, difficulty and la- | 


bour. But from whence proceeds that 
ſuſpicion? It is the voice of indolence. 
And what is indolence? It is the fatal 
diſeaſe of the ſoul ; the lethargy that ſtag- 
nates. the . ſpirit, and * the pulſe of 


> life, | 


SEAM, der ber itt influence faſten upon 
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— the mind, it will ſpread a ruſt to corrode 


all its powers, and put an end to every 
valuable effort. Let but its cold and iron 
hand graſp the heart, and it will damp 
and extinguiſh. the vital energy, which 
beats for great and worthy deeds. It 
whiſpers, © yet a little ſleep, yet a little 
„ ſlumber, yet a little folding of the 
% hands to ſleep;“ liſten to its voice, in- 
dulge its power, and thou ſhalt be a cow- 
ard for life. It will recount innumerable 
difficulties in every caſe, to ſtagger thy 
reſolution, and to overawe every gene- 
rous purpoſe of the heart. 
Difficulties we muſt allow there are in 
religion; but it is the entrance to its path 
alone which is rugged and arduous. As 
we advance, we find the road ſmooth and 
peaceful, and every terror that appeared 
at firſt gradually retiring, or converted 
into pleaſure by repeated exerciſe. As 
the man unaccuſtomed to travel, with re- 
luctance undertakes the journey, and is 
eaſily fatigued, till habit and exerciſe 
ſtrengthen his limbs, and perſeverance 
renders it eaſy and delightful; ſo, to the 
| mind 
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mind unexperienced in the ways of God, EAN. 
the firſt efforts are painful and trouble 
ſome. To © mortify the fleſh, with the 
xr affections and luſts ; to cut off the right 
* band, and to pluck out the right eye ;”” 
are exerciſes laborious to fleſh and blood. 
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But, from theſe ſeverer operations, the bi 
next ſtep is into the regions off peace and 1 


8 


joy. Cuſtom moulds and forms the mind 
to the love of virtue; and what was be- 
gun with trouble is carried on with eaſe, 
and advances into delight and joy. Eve- 
ry ſucceſſive ſtep leads to a nobler pro- 
ſpect ; conſcience attends to pour its deli- 
cate and animating applauſe into the 
heart, and heightens its voice on every 
higher attainment that we gain. Our 
views become more extenſive and enlarg- 
ed, and we find ourſelves approaching 
nearer to the glorious end of our faith, 
even the ſalvation of our ſouls. We feel 
the moſt exquiſite ſatisfaction from the ; 
gradual decay of theſe vicious paſſions 
which created an enmity to the will of 
God, and from the more vigorous exer- 
ciſe of thoſe higher powers which are ha- 
bituated to taſte, with fuller reliſh, the 
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ON THE PROGRESS 


8 Au. joys of the da ſtate. With an in- 


— expreſſible pleaſure we look back on the 


- Progreſs and advancement of every di- 


vine grace, and count the ineſtimable va- 
lue of theſe additional virtues, which by 


Patience and perſeverence we have ac- 


quired, How noble, how raviſhing the 
pleaſures reſulting from ſtedfaſt and pro- 


greſſive virtue. The triumphs which Chriſ- 


tian fortitude beſtows exbilarate the ſpi- 


rit, and pour more genuine joy into the 


heart than all the. acclamations that ever 


attended the proudeſt conqueror upon 


earth. Such, in general, are the glories | 
which gladden and adorn all the path of 


the juſt, that, to the mind which can a- 


right conceive their power, they muſt ap- 
pear to poſſeſs a dignity and luſtre in- 


finitely ſuperior to the higheſt refinements 


of luxury and ſenſe. | | 
But ſtill, an abſolute perfection is not the 


preſent lot of human nature. The beſt of 


characters is ſullied with various errors, 
and the higheſt ſtage of virtue upon earth 
is fraib and imperfect. The ſcripture hath 
concluded all under fin, © What is man 
“ that he ſhould be clean, or he that is 
| © born 


4 


* 


or HOLIN ss. 


4 — 
* 2M 
* 


* born of a woman, that he ſhould be sau. 


« righteous ? There is not a juſt man that — 
liveth and ſinneth not.” This confide- 


ration of the genera], the univerſal depra- 
vity of human nature, renders the pre- 
ſent Kate of religious obedience upon 
earth ſtill but the foundation of a mixed 


and tainted joy. The man whoſe attain- 


ments in piety are carried to the higheſt 
pitch they are capable of reaching in this 


life, is yet never able entirely to diveſt 
himſelf of thoſe fetters which often curb 
his aſpirations towards God, which load 
the wing of his ſoul, and impede its flight. 


He often feels within bimſelf the power 
of thoſe ſecret errors of the heart, which 


fill him with anxiety, with uneaſineſs and 


fears. 


Thus an "imperfect virtue, as that of 
our nature muſt always be, is at beſt but 
the ſource. of an imperfect Joy. Which 


leads me, in the ſecond place, to mention 
another argument to excite our progreſs 


in piety, taken from the conſideration of 
that future ſtate, which in our text is in- 


timated under the notion of the perfect 
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ON THE PROGRESS 


The bleſſednefs 95 the heavenly Few. 
— falem is often in Scripture ſet before us, 


under the metaphor of a perfect day. It is 
called a- ſtate where “ there ſhall be no 


« night.” It is named “ the inheritance 


of the ſaints in light.“ Objects theſe, 
the moſt grateful and tranſporting to 


our ſenſes, and intended to denote an 


everlaſting deliverance from all inward 
darkneſs and perplexity, from every pre- 
ſent ſource of vexation and diſquietude; 
the full. enlightening of our minds ; the 
complete perfection of our reaſon, and 


the poſſeſſfi on of the moſt ſubſtantial poſi- 
tive bleſſings. How eagerly does the 


pious mind alpire after an uniform obe- 


dience to the will of God! Bur ſuch is 


the infirmiry of the ſoul, that numberleſs 
blemiſhes cleave. to our moſt perfect ſer- 


vices, furniſh us with a train of ſevere and 


bitter reflections, and form thoſe clouds 
and darkneſs which overcaſt the peace of 
the mind. But when we reach the poſ- 
ſeſſion of that perfect day, we ſhall feel 


ourſelves totally delivered from all poſſi- 
dility of offending God. Clothed with 


the garments. of unſpotted righteoſneſs, 
and 


OF Hot. 1 Ess. 83 


and preſented by the meritorious hands of 8K AM. 
| our great Advocate with the Father, with 
6 out ſpot or blemiſh, or wrinkle, or any 
| ſuch thing, we ſhall walk the Rfireets 
of the holy city with ſecure and eaſy 


ſteps, unmoleſted by thoſe temptations 
) which continually aſſault us upon earth. 

5 There © the ſpirits of juft men ſhall 
1 be made perfect,“ and attain the high- 
- eſt improvement of all their powers. 
. The underſtanding ſhall oe purified from 
e every error, and reach the higheſt diſ- 
d W coveries of truth. Exalted to the high- 
i- eſt parts of the Creator's works, we 
e WH ſhall enjoy the moſt extenſive and raviſh- 
e- ing proſpects; no prejudices to miſlead ; 

is | no clouds to obſcure the eye of the mind; 

I but truth ſhining forth with clear and 
r- ſpendid rays, without any danger of diſap- 
1d pointment or miſtake. Nor ſhall our diſ- 
ds coveries ever have ati end; but ſome new 8 
of truth ſhall be continnally dawning upon 
f- the underſtanding; ſome undifcovered 
el treaſure arifing to the view. And ſurely 
H- there cannot enter into the human mind 
th a nobler thought, than to reflect upon the 
ſs, eternal progreſſion of i its faculties. 
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SERM. 
— knowledge, the feelings of the heart ſhall 


ON THE PROGRESS 


While our underſtandings improve in 


receive an equal vigour, and our love. to 


God ſhall riſe in exact proportion as our 
proſpect widens; this new flame within 


the breaſt ſhall devour every inferior 
paſſion; and, by the continual increaſe 


of its power, we ſhall be gradually aſ- 
ſimilated to his perfect nature. 


Our af. 
fections ſhall never ſuffer that interrup:. 


tion, or feel that languor, which is often 


the complaint of the pious mind upon 


earth; but ſhall glow and burn with an un- 


ceaſing, with an undiminiſhed ardour. 5 
And who would not ſtruggle hard for 
ſuch a noble happineſs as this. O bleſſed 


1 and glorious day, when we ſhall final- 


ly be © delivered from this body of ſin 
and death, and admitted j into theſe moſt 
delightful regions, the habitation of tri- 
umphant yirtue, and undiſturbed peace. 
O my ſoul, art thou not awake at the tran- 
ſporting thought ! Does there reſide with- 
in thy frame one ſpark, of ambition, and 
ſhall. it not kindle at the enlivening pro- 
ſpect! Leave every low and, grovelling 
purſuit to men of dull and. carnal minds, 

Who 
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5 who! know no Miller good. Be lden er. 
ever thy aim, thy conſtant expectation —— 
N on this everlaſting poſſeſſion let thine eye 
r be ſteadily fixed, and let every ſtep of 
1 
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thy life tend to this immortal habitation ! 
In the third place, to quicken our pro- 
greſs 1 in this divine art, let us conſider, 


; that the meaſure of our future felicity 
ſhall correſpond to our preſent advances in 
: holineſs. Certain indeed it is, that every 
WW fpirit that ſhall inhabit thoſe uber re- 


gions, ſhall be completely and perfectly 
bleſſed; chat is, ſhall poſſeſs an happineſs 


equal to its nature, and fuited to its ca- 


r pacities of enjoyment. But it is equally 

] | certain'that there are degrees, that there 

p are different meaſures of that happineſs. 
1 It is the language of Scripture, “ To him 
“ that hath ſhall be given, and he ſhall 

- have the more abundantly.” It is e- 

Y quitable in itſelf, (“ and ſhall not the 
- Judge of all the earth do righteouſly,) 

- that he who hath maintained the ſteadieſt 

4 _ oppoſition to every temptation, and con- 
tinued to abound in every good work, 

> WW fhould be entitled to the moſt glorious re- 

4 compenſe, and enjoy the greateſt reward 
) | | | F 3 ; in | 


hand ena, 


| ON THE PROGRESS 


in heaven, It is, beſides, implied in the 


very reaſon of .things, that he who hath 
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advanced fartheſt in the paths of vir- 
tue, is hereby naturally qualified to re- 
ceive the moſt ample communications of 
this ſpiritual felicity. The man who hath 
but juſt acquired the elements of any 
ſcience, is incapable of comprehending 
thoſe ſublime diſcoveries which the more 
improved underſtanding can eafily reach. 
So he who has but juſt entered upon the 
ſtudy of virtue, on whom the-light of Di- 
vine wiſdom hath but juſt begun to dawn, 
is unable to admit the deepeſt impreſſions 
of Divine joys. That bright effulgence 
of celeſtial glory, which ſhall raviſh and 
tranſport the ſtrong eye, would dazzle 
and confound the weak imperfect fight ; 
and thoſe full and ample draughts of plea- 
{ure, which the - enlarged and expanded 
heart will receive with unutterable de- 
light, can never enter into the narrow 
and unopened mind. Does then ambition 
or generous. hope warm our breaſt? Let us 
diſplay their influence, by an earneſt ap- 
plication to improve our minds, and to 
excel in every Divine grace, that we may 

5 * 
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at laſt Wear a nobler crown, and be ad- Far: 
mitted to a mepg ede eight of — 


glory. 

We now. N to $ ggeſt FS ad- 
vices, Which, by the blelling of God, may 
he of uſe to. promote gur growth 1 in grace. 

In the firſt place, then, it will be neceſ- 


: fary.to. confider well the importance of 
this object, and 0 impreſs upon the heart 


a deep and laſt ing conviction, that virtue 
is the moſt profitable, the moſt valuable 
acquiſition in human life. This impreſ- 
ſion will bave 4 powerful tendency to pro- 
mote the regular direction of all our de- 
fires, and to preſerve our. affections in 
one ſteady channel. | 


What an amazing power do 1 things 


of this earth exert over the minds of 
worldly men! How much do they engroſs 
their thoughts, excite their zeal, and ren- 
der their minds wonderfully alert, and 
full of devices to compaſs that object 
which appears to be their chief good. 
Are then the allurements of carnal. and 
ſenſual things ſo fir ong, as to draw after 
them the whole current of the ſoul; and 
mall the charms of piety be accounted in- 
| F4 ferior 


2. * * . 
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— pable of collecting and binding the de- 


fires of the heart? Fully informed with 


juſt and reaſonable views, never would 
the mind be cold and indifferent about 


concerns ſo high and valuable, nor be at- 
| tracted by trifling and idle purſuits. 


In the ſecond place, let us ſeriouſly con- 
ſider the neceſſity of this religious pro- 


greſs, for ſecuring the very exiſtence of 


piety within the breaſt. There is no ſuch 


thing as being ſtationary in a religious 
courſe. He that does not go forward is 
in imminent danger of growing worſe, 
and of relapſing into the paths of ſin: The 
mind of man is an active principle, its 


powers muſt be employed; if they are not 
occupied in the attentive purſuit of every 


virtuous attainment, they will lie open to 
thoſe ſolicitations which offer them em- 


ployment upon vicious objects. And what. 


a weak and ſlippery hold hath the mind, 


in this ſituation, of thoſe attainments 
which it hath already reached! Such a 
languid and imperfect principle of good- 


nels hath no power to reſiſt, or coun- 


teract, 


or HOLIN'ESS. '' 


/ 


19 


teract, the operation of thoſe tempta- s EAN. 


tions which continually ſtrive to draw it — 


back into the ways of fi, £90191 16 en 


Thus, there is' undoubtedly no ſecurity, 


even for the preſervation of innocenee 
and goodneſs, but from an unremitted an- 
xiety to excel in thoſe exerciſes” which 
have an happy influence to ſtrengthen' the 
principle of virtue itſelf. And as all prin- 
ciples whatever are confirmed and im- 


proved by practice, ſo this muſt iſſue in the 


utter extinction of vicious habits, in ren- 
dering virtue and religion habitual to the 
foul, and raiſing us to that confirmed ſtate 


of goodneſs upon which vicious tempta- 
tions will have little effect, and leave be- 


hind them no fatal impreſſions, 
In the third place, let us ever ſet be- 


fore our eyes the moſt perfect models of 
character, and ſtrive to approach as near 


as poſſible to their excellencies. The 
man whoſe heart is warmed with the love 


of any great and noble object, or who. 


heartily defires to ſhine in all the beau- 
ties of virtue, ought not to content him- 


ſe 


his 


. 


£6: with the indolent art of comparing 
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| SERM. -his own charter 8 that of ** 4. 
— round him, who may perhaps poſſeſs the 
name of pious and good in the world, but 

ought to propoſe to himſelf the brighteſt 


ambition, with humility and zeal, to a- 
ſpire after the reſemblance. of the Great 
God himſelf, to imitate his moral excel 
lencies, as they are delineated in all his 
works; as they are revealed in his word; 
but eſpecially as they are illuſtrated in the 
face of jeſus. God no man hath ſeen, 
nor can ſee at any time; but the only 
begotten, who. dwelt in the boſom of 
„ the Father, he hath declared him to 
„ men: Here is the pattern of univer- 
ſal en where © godlineſs, tempe- 
_ © Trance, brotherly kindneſs, and charity,” \ 
all ſhine with an illuſtrious, ſplendor and 
dignity. To this unſpotted example let 
our eyes be perpetually turned; ou this 
unerring model let ys be careful to form 
our minds; and wherever this. Divine Sa- 
viour leads, let us be determined to fol- 
low him with faithful, with Wen un- 
deviating ſteps. _ 


and moſt unſpotted ſtandard, Be it our 


or BOLINESS. 


In the fourth place, let, us, cheriſh. in 
our minds a conſtant, deep, and reveren- 


tial ſenſe of the preſence of God, and 


of his watchful attention. to all our con- 


earth with his preſence. © Known to him 
are all the works of men, from the foun- 


« dation of the world. Every creature is 


« manifeſt in his fight. He bringeth to 
„light the hidden things of darkness. 


He maketh manifeſt the ſecret coun- 


« ſels of the heart. He weigheth the 


hearts; he pondereth the ſpirits of men; 
he knoweth all our fooliſhneſs; and our 


* moſt ſecret ſins he ſetteth in the light 
« of his countenance.” The preſence of 
an earthly monarch. will ſtrike the mind 


with reverence; and awe ; the eye of the. 


man venerable for ſanctity, will curb, the 


riſings of the licentious heart; politeneſs 


and good manners will check the immo- 
derate ſallies that might offend the vir- 
tuous company; and is there. no regard 
due to the preſence of Him by whom 


The Mot High God filleth heaven and 


kings reign, on ee favour thy life 


N ; 
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5 ER N. depends, and Who, ln he pleaſerh, can 
— frown thee to duſt: . 4 


Convinced that we ever act in a his ve⸗ 
nerable preſence, how will we bluſh at e: 


very ſecret thought that forms itſelf with- 


in the breaſt to offend his delicate and 


unſpotted eye, and curb. with an eager 
care, every intruding paſſion that may 


have an immediate tendency, or a more 
remote influence, to looſen our affections 
to ſo excellent a Being ? What a mighty 
ambition muſt this create within the 
breaſt, to excel in every virtuous ornament 
which may recommend us to the more 
complacent regards of our heavenly Fa- 


ther, whoſe eyes are upon all the ways 


and works of the children of men, but 
whoſe delights are only with the pure in 
heart? For as an affectionate parent views 
with great delight the dawnings of wiſdom 


in the mind of his favourite child ; be- 


holds with inexpreſſible rittofa@ion the 
gradual opening of his moſt valuable 
powers, and his improvement in every 
important ſcience ; ſo, our Father in hea- 
ven looks with great complacency on every 

. 


8 or HOLINESS. 


x 


riſing virtue in his childrens breaſts, on 
e every nearer approach they make to the 
moral excellencies of his character. 

In the fifth place, Let us be habitually 
attentive to the. ſtate of our own hearts. 
To attain the knowledge of ourſelves ought 
to be the chief ſtudy and buſineſs of our 
lives, as it is of all ſtudies the moſt eſſential 
to our improvement. By a ſerious attention 
to our inward ſtate, we will immediately 
diſcover every riſing propenſity to vice, 
as ſoon as it begins to appear, and be able 


to extirpate it with eaſe, before it hath. 


faſtened itſelf upon the heart. By ſuch 
a ſolemn and frequent review of the qua- 
lities of the heart, we will be conſcious 
of the progreſs and advancement of eve- 
ry divine grace; will derive that fatisfac- 
tion and joy which our Creator hath ap- 
pointed as the natural reward of pro- 
greſſive virtue, which will encourage us 
in the work of the Lord; invigorate our 


arm againſt all oppoſition; and lead the 


ſoul forward to more ſublime attainments, 
to more elevated heights of holineſs. 
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' ON THE PROGRESS 


In the laft place, Let us be careful to 


— attend, with ſerious devotion, on all the 


public ordinances of religion, on all the 


poſitive inſtitutions of divine grace, Which 


God hath appointed as the great inſtru- 


ments of ſpiritual improvement. Theſe 


have a direct tendency to animate and 


ſtrengthen our pious graces; to make the 


ſervant of God perfect, and fully furniſh- 


ed for every good work: And to every 
endeavour let us add earneſt and fervent 


prayer to the God and Father of our ſpi- 
rits, and by humble ſupplication maintain 
a conſtant intercourſe and correſpondence 
with heaven. This is the great channel 
which God hath appointed to convey 


his ſpiritual gifts to men. Prayer hath 


beſides, in itſelf, a natural tendency to 
widen and enlarge the heart of man; to 
raife it above the power of all the falſe 
terrors and allurements of this vain world; 
and to determine it to the cloſeſt imita- 


tion of the excellencies of that God 


whom we are thus accuſtomed moſt pioul- 
ly to love, and moſt ardently to adore. 
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And now, may the God of all grace EA. 
fulfil in our fouls. all the purpoſes of his 
enevolence, and the Work of faith with 
power, ſanctifying us in ſoul, in body, 
and in ſpirit; making us perfect to do his 
will, and working in us whatever is well- 
pleaſing and acceptable in his ſight. 
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Ps ALM cxxxix. 17, 18. 

How precious alſo are thy thoughts unto ne, 

O God ! how great is the ſum of them! If 

1 ſhould count them, they are more in num- 


ber than the ſand: When 1 awake, J an 
till witb Var | 


EI EEE ed x 8 


a6 &a 


r 


. iE Almighty hath eftabliſhed hi 


dom, his natural and moral government, 
extends to, and ruleth over all. In this 
lower world, numerous are the indications 
of infinite perfection: Various and repeat 

ed diſplays of power, wiſdom, and good- 
neſs, run through all the works of nature, 
diſtinguiſh every part of the wide crea- 
tion, and form an ample field in which 
the ſons of men may expatiate with won- 
der and delight ; 3 2 icene worthy of the 

| _—_ 
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dom, juſtice, and truth, excite venera- 
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deepeſt ſtudy, the moſt ſerious contempla- SERM. 
tion of a rational mind. All the attributes 
of the Supreme Being produce in our hearts 

their correſpondent affections; his omni- 
potence, eternity, and immenſity, create 

fear, aſtoniſhment, and awe; his viſ⸗ 


tion, reſpect, and regard: but it is his 

goodneſs peculiarly exerted towards the 

ſons of men, which ſtrikes the fineſt 

ſtrings of the ſoul, which touches the ten- 

dereſt ſentiments that inhabit the heart, | 

and excites delight, and love, and warm | 

affection. Without this amiable perfec- | 

tion, unſatisfying would be our notions of q 

God; imperfect and irregular our ſervice ; 

to him: without this, did we view his om- | 

nipotent and uncontrolled power, horror 

and wild diforder muſt unavoidably em 

ſue. It is this attribute which regu- 

lates the deſtination of the thunder that 

arms his Almighty hand, which warrants 

the exertions of his all-powerful arm, 

which ſweetens every feature of the Di- 

vine countenance, and by repreſenting his 

unlimited power, as continually employ- | 
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s Am,. ed to increaſe, by infinite and incom- 
—— prehenſible means, the real good and fe- 
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licity of his creatures, conſtitutes him 
the proper object of our filial confidence 
and attachment, and produces 1 in the heart 
the nobleſt train of the moſt wplime and 
heavenly graces. 

In fuch endearing views of the — — 
Being, the royal pſalmiſt ever triumphs 
and exults, and ſcems to dwell with pe- 
culiar delight on the contemplation of 
divine love. After celebrating, in the 
ſublimeſt ſtrains, and with the moſt noble 
and inimitable ſtrokes of eaſtern elo- 
quence, the awful omniſcience of God, 
he breaks out into this pious and animated 
addreſs: Ho precious, how various 
and ineſtimable, are the expreſſions of thy 
goodneſs * unto me, O God ! how great” 
their number, how immenſe 1s their a- 
mount! If I ſhould attempt to calculate 
them, the ſum would {well beyond the 
myriads of ſands upon the ſea-ſhore : 
„ when I awake, I am ſtill with thee; 
this delightful theme is the object of my 
firſt and earlieſt meditations, and the con- 

tinual 
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tinual e of my waking Ah SER M. 


it kindles the flame of devotion in my — 


heart, and raiſes my ſoul upon the wings 


of gratitude to Thee the bountiful Author 


of every good and perfect gift. 
To excite in us the ſame pious ſenti- 


ments, I ſhall endeavour, through the di- 
vine bleſſing, to ſet before you ſome of 


the precious inſtances of the divine good- 
neſs to us the children of men. 


And here, how wide a field opens to 


our contemplation : Unnumbered beauties 
crowd upon the fight, and invite our medi- 
tations. What have we that we have not 
received? Supremely happy in the con- 
templation of his own moſt perfect eſſence, 


the Almighty from eternity enjoyed a fe- 


licity, independent on our exiſtence. In- 
fluenced by thoughts of love alone, the 


Spirit of God at firſt made us, and the 


breath of the Almighty gave us life. His 
beneficent hand faſhioned in the womb 
the curious ſtructure of the body, clothed 
it with ſkin and fleſh, fenced it with ſi- 
news and with bones, adjuſted all its or- 


gans with an amazing propriety, and with 


8 2 | 2imiravie 


ON THE GOODNESS OF GOD: 


8 . admirable art adapted all its parts t to che 
— neceſlary functions of life. 


Thus curiouſly formed, but of a make 
delicate and tender, we enter on the 
theatre of life weak and defenceleſs. In- 
numerable ſtorms threaten our helpleſs 
infancy, alarming dangers aſſault our liſt- 
leſs childhood and giddy youth, and crowd 
on every ſucceſſive ſtep of life. When 
reaſon, ripened by experience, has learned 
the proper ſenſe of dangers, man looks 
back with aſtoniſhment and fear upon the 
formidable ſcene, and trembles {till at the 
review. Amidſt ſuch alarming difficul- 
ties, the kind and merciful viſitations of 
God, ſupported and ſuſtained our ſpirits. 
His inviſible hand formed the happy ſhel- 
ter, which warded off the rough unmerci- 
ful tempeſt. He paved the rugged and 
ſlippery paths of life, preſerved our feet 
from falling, and our eyes from tears. 


He implanted in the breaſt the ſtrong pa- 


rental inſtinct, and taught it to guard and 
cheriſh with the intenſeſt warmth, the 
helpleſs objects of its care, and to riſe 
with the riſing offspring to a different 
feeling, to friendſhip and kind affection; 

and 


ITEM 


ON THE GOODNESS OF GOD. 


and where no parent's eye could reach, 
and human ſagacity was ineffectual to 


foreſee, or to prevent the danger, he | 


gave his angels charge concerning us, he 
wrought deliverance from the impending 
ruin, and ſent relief to the heart, while 
yet inſenſible of the important bleſſing. 
Let memory here engage in its moſt 
proper office, let it be faithful to its truſt, 
it will ſuggeſt many ſuch precious thoughts 
of God, and ſet before the attentive eye 
remarkable monuments of love diſtin- 
guiſhing every period of life. The time 
perhaps was, when ſome violent diſtem- 
per ravaged the powers of life, and threat- 
ened immediate diſſolution: His good- 


neſs checked its impetuous progreſs, and 


brought us up from the gates of death. 
We may recall the time, when the loſs of 
ſome beloved friend, torn from us by the 
unpitying hand of death, inflicted on the 


feeling heart the ſevereſt ſtrokes of an- 


guiſh, and overwhelmed the ſoul with 
floods of grief; when ſtooping beneath 
the heavy burden, his grace infuſed the 
oil of joy into the mourning ſpirit, raiſed 


up him that was bowed down, healed 
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ON THE GOODN ESS OF Gon. 


| SERM. the broken heart, and; with wtendbis Fan, 
— bound up the painful wound. We may 


remember the period when our buſy 
fears hurried: us into regions of thickeſt 
darkneſs, impervious to the cheerful dawn- 
ings of hope and joy, and raiſed the di- 


ftant cloud fraught with thunders to 


break upon our head: His mercy'ſ{ent the 
gladdening rayswhich diſſipated the gloom 
that unreaſonable fancy had formed, and 
expelled the phantoms which: frowned up- 


on our peace. Nor can we forget the time, 
when perhaps ſome favourite ſeheme, on 
the accompliſhment of which, an erring 


imagination led us to reſt our happineſs, 
was. blaſted and overthrown: Reafon's 
illuminated eye has ſince diſcovered that 
it was only the ſport of idle hopes, the 
creature of a diſeaſed mind; and the 
cauſes which operated its fall, though 


mortifying! at the time, experience: has 


found to be the miniſters of divine love. 
From the more ſingular demonſtrations 


of goodnefs; let us turn our thoughts a 
little to the more ordinary, though equal- 


ly important benefits of providence. That 


life, 


46, avi 


on THE OODDESS oH Cb. 


He, derrved at firſt froſi the unſolicited 
and undeſerved goodneſs of God; he conti- 
nually ſupports by his unwedried bounty, 
and opens tHe liberal treaſures of his love 
to ſupply the Wants of his creatures. The 
air, ſo abſoliitely neceſſary for our pre- 
ſervation, if it were withdrawn for a mo- 
ment, all fleſi muſt periſh' together, and 
return to their original duſt, he Has am- 
Ply provided and ſpread around the earth, 
and by his ſecret art conſtantly preſerves 
the invifible fluid in' its proper ſtate, to 
ſupply the perpetual demands of reſpira- 
tion. In his treaſures dwell the winds, 
which' fulfil his ' beneficent- pleaſure”; 
_ which mitigate and temper our ſultry 
heats, relieve che oppreſſed” ſpirits of 
men, purify the air, and chaſe away 
thoſe noxious vapours which might cor- 
rupt the vital current of tlie blood. His 
exquiſitely curious hand hath moulded 
this ſpacious globe of earth; fitted up the 
commodious dwelling, and diverſified its 
ſurface with tllat agreeable variety which 
delights the eye, while it contributes to 
the utility and happineſs of its inhabi- 
tants. He ſendeth the refreſhing iprings 
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E ERM. which run among the valleys, he clothes || f 

J odur paſtures with flocks, and covereth our ſe 

AY fields with corn. His inviſible arm guides m 
' with ſteady care our revolving ſeaſons, and 


raiſeth the clouds which dropdownfatneſs. | ti 
He ſends his ſun to impregnate our earth, ti 
increaſes and invigorates his rays to che- 1 
Triſh and mature the riſing blade, and p 
crowns the ſmiling year with plentiful b 


tokens of his love. To his exuberant mu- p 
nificence we owe the happy viciſſitude of C 


day and night. His unſeen agency ſhifts t. 
the varying ſcene, leads the ſun from the d 
chambers of the eaſt, and guides his cir- t. 
cuit from one end of the heaven to the a 
other, diffuſing heat and light and life c 
through the creation. He maketh dark- } v 
neſs; he draws the ſhadows of the even- a 
ing over the earth, and creates the filence Ie 
of night, ſo welcome to a wearied world. f 
Beneath his all- ſuſtaining arm we lie down 1 
in peace, and take our quiet reſt. He f 
pours the gentle ſlumbers on the eyes of g 
men, to repair the exhauſted powers of t 
nature, and while we ſleep, his ever- t 
wakeful eye is anxioully attentive to our < 
ſafety, t 
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ſafety, his protecting preſence encompaſ- 5 ER M. 
ſeth our bed, till the outgoings of che 
morning are made to rejoice over us. 
But ſtill higher objects claim our atten- 
tion. How conſpicuous appear the ſigna- 
tures of divine goodneſs on the human | 
mind? He has put wiſdom in the inward * 
part, he has inſpired us with reaſon, the 
brighteſt ornament of humanity, and im- 
planted thoſe invaluable powers and fa- 
culties which ennoble the heart. He leads 
to the raviſhing diſcoveries of truth, pours 
down that ſupreme delight which the con- 
templation of divine perfection affords, 
and infuſes that ineffable joy which ac- 
companies the exertions of our faculties, 
when acting according to their nature, 8 
and directed to their proper objects. He 
communicated the nobleſt feelings to in- 
fluence the breaſt. He inſpired benevo- 
lence, which diſdains every low 1gnoble 
fetter, and embraces the world with un- 
affected love. He warmed the heart with 
the love of glory, impelling it firenuouſly 
to vindicate the public good, and rouſing 
every languid power to generous and wor- 
thy deeds. He gave the honeſt ſenſe of = 
ſhame, " 


* n 
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SERM. awe, to. guard die intern Ef virche fn 


== the breaſt. He ſoftened the heart with 
tender ſeritimenits; he inſtructed it to melt 
at the view of miſery, to preſent tlie ſoli- 


cited relief, and he returns with heighten- 


ed'reliſh the joy which it cotmilnicates. 


He implanted! the ſtrong propenſity to 


friendſhip and ſocial intercourſe, to link 
men by the moſt endearing ties, to allay 


the cares, and to enhance the joys of life. 
But, above all, how ſwells the proſpect, 


and ho throbs tlie heart, when we open 


the ſacred volume of revelation, and view 
the wondrous purpoſes of divine grace de- 
lineated in every page? Here we find 
our duty, the path to ſupreme felicity, 


clearly pointed out by the finger of God. 
Here the eye of natural reaſon, diſtorted 


and obſcured by paſſions, is rectified and 
enlightened by the dictates of unerring 
truth; the deviating foot recalled from 
its wanderings; the dubious mind con- 


flrmed in virtue; aud our love attracted by 
the moſt amiable and unſpotted example. 


Here the deſpairing heart is cheered and 


relieved by the promiſe of the pardon of 


ſin, and e honeſt virtuous endeayour 
animated 
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o THE GOODNESS OF GOD, 


animated and encouraged by the all- 


powerful aids of the Holy Spirit: And to 


invigorate every languid purpoſe; to fire 


the dread of humanity, is-brightened' into 


the glorious avenue to an immortal life; a a 


life where all the glories of the celeſtial 
paradiſe await our fteady purſuit of vir- 
tue, and where- no fears of death ſhall 


ever enter to diſturb our joys. 


To effectuate theſe beneficent ends; our 


merciful Father in heaven ſent his only- 
begotten and well- beloved Son, the bright- 
neſs. of his glory, and the expreſs image 
of his perſon, to expiate our offences, to 
bear our ſins in his own body on the 
croſs, and by his merits to procure 
us admittance to thoſe invaluable bleſ- 
ſings forfeited by our apoſtaſy. Hear 


O heavens ! be aſtoniſhed O earth! at this 
amazing prodigy of goodnefs, this pro- 


the ſoul with the moſt generous ambition, 
the moſt ſublime rewards are ſet before 
our eyes. The gloomy vale of death, once 


found abyſs of redeeming love! its height 


and depth, its breadth and length, puzzle 


our ſearch, and N all underftanding! 
What 
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What ſhall we render unto the Lord 


for his amazing benefits? ſhall we allow 
the moſt engaging tokens of his unwea- 
Tied goodneſs to paſs before our eyes un- 


regarded and unimproved, or gaze upon 
the nobleſt objects without feeling the emo- 
tions of gratitude and love? Deaf muſt 


be that ear indeed, which hears not the 


ſignificant ſpeech they utter. Groſs muſt 
be that heart, and loſt to eyery generous 
ſentiment, which the unceaſing bounty of 
our heavenly Benefactor cannot gain; and 
deſervedly ought that tongue to cleave to 
the roof of the mouth, which is unwill- 
ing to utter the memory of his unequall- 
ed goodneſs, or backward to ſhew forth 


all his praiſe. - Ingratitude is the crime 
which wears the deepeſt ſtain, which 


admits of no apology, and which is 
doomed to pollute that breaſt alone, 
whence every honeſt feeling is fled, and 
where every veſtige of virtue is extin- 
guiſhed. Hence, the man who violates 
the regards due to the ſacred names of 
friend and benefactor, the child who in- 
jures and revolts againſt a tender and af- 


fectionate parent, are not only hated and 


deſpiſed, 
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deſpiſed, but pointed at by the world as SERM. 
the objects of horror. But what benefac- >—— 


tor ſo generous, what parent ſo tender, as 
our heavenly Father! what earthly obli- 
gations can bind with Cords like his! In- 


gratitude to him, is a reproach to reaſon, 


and ſeems to be a ſtupidity unknown even 
to the brute creation. They can expreſs 


by peculiar ſigns their ſenſe of regard to 
their benefactor; even the ox knoweth 


his owner, and the aſs his maſter's crib, 
and ſhall thoſe whom God hath nouriſh- 
ed and brought up as children, the peo- 


ple ſo highly favoured of heaven, the re- 


deemed of the Lord, forget Him that is 


their Maker, and lightly eſteem the Rock 


of their ſalvation? While therefore, the 
bleſſings of heaven deſcend in plentiful 
effuſions, while we fit every man under 


his vine, and under his fig-tree, let us not 


with ungrateful hearts diſregard the ſe- 


_cret. operations of that kind hand, which 


decks it with the gaudy plans and 


loads its branches with the precious fruits. 


Let the repeated gifts of God ſtir up our 
ſouls and all that is within us to bleſs him 


while we live; and to aſcribe glory, and 


honour, 


vi * ON THE GOODNESS OF GOD. 


SER * FER and bleſſing, and praiſe, to the ou 


Father of mercies, who giveth us all det 
things richly to enjoy. 's ha 
Nor let our tribute reſt 3 in praiſe alone, is 


The ſudden ſallies and rapturous tran- thi 
ſports of a heated fancy, tranſient as the th 
morning cloud, and the early dew, which WI 


quickly pals away, are but too often mi- hi: 
ftaken for the real ſpirit of devotion and Ge 
love. Our gratitude to God, if ſincere, ea 
will diſcover its exiſtence in the ſoul, I} tr 
by an uniform and regular tenor of vir- fo 
tuous obedience, by that converſation hu 
which adorneth the doctrine of our Sa- re 
viour, by doing juſtly, loving mercy, and ar 


walking humbly with our God. With 
this ſacrifice of good affections, and a 
holy life, let us come before the Lord, 
and bow ourſelves before the Moſt High 
God: the pious offering he will accept, 
the ſacrifice of righteouſneſs he will not 
deſpiſe. | 
To conclude, let the grateful experience 
of his love lay in our hearts the firm 
foundation of a ſteady. confidence and 
truſt in the goodneſs of his providence, 
and baniſh every gloomy ſuſpicion about 
our 
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our future lot, diſhonourable to God, and SERM. | 
deſtructive of our peace. That generous —v— 


hand, hitherto ſo active for our intereſt, 

is not ſhortened that it cannot ſave, nor 
the ear, formerly open to our cries, heavy 
that it cannot hear. Happy is that man, 
who hath the bountiful God of Jacob for 
his help, whoſe hope is in the Lord his 
God, who made the heavens and the 
earth, and all that is therein, who keepeth 
truth for ever, who executeth judgment 
for the oppreſſed, and giveth food to the 
hungry, who preſerveth the ſtrangers, who 


relieveth the fatherleſs and the widow, 


and who loveth the righteous. 
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Marr. ve 16. 


Let your light fo ſhine before men, that they 
may ſee your good works, and glorify your 
Father which is in heaven. 


SERM. FF "HESE words are not to be conſidered 

ns as addreſled to thoſe alone who were 

appointed to miniſter in ſacred things, 
and to be the {ſpiritual guides of others, 


who take upon themſelves the character of 
the diſciples and followers of the Son of 

God. Of all ſuch perſons this paſſage ex- 
preſsly requires, that, by a pious and ho- 


commend the doctrines and duties of re- 
| ligion, 


but do certainly extend to all in general 


nourable tenor of life, they ſtudy to re- 


1 00D TAU. 


in order that others, beholding their good * 
works, may be led to glorify God, by 
being grateful to him for the illuſtrious 


diſcoveries of his grace, by acquieſcing 
in that religion which gave ſo amiable a 
picture of his nature and ſervice, and 
was able to produce ſuch excellent ef- 


fects, and by diſplaying its influence on 
their own conduct. 


All J propoſe at preſent is to offer ſome 
arguments to enforce this important pre- 
cept of our Saviour. Conſider then, in 
the firſt place, that when a Chriſtian lives 


in the habitual violation of the precepts of 


the Goſpel, by ſuch an inconſiſtency of 
conduct he does a material injury to the 


religion he profeſſes. Here we are natural- 


ly led to make a melancholy reflection up- 


on the narrow and imperfect influence 


which this beſt ſyſtem, that ever made its 
appearance in the world, has been obſerved 


to exert upon the minds of many who pro- 


feſs ſubmiſſion to its laws. Among theſe 
characters, do we nor often diſcern ſuch 
features as it is extremely difficult to 
gcogunt. for, and altogether impoſſible 
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to reconcile to that ſyſtem by which 
they pretend to be governed? How ma- 
ny even diſtinguiſh -themſelyes by the 


moſt regular compliance with all its ex- 


ternal inſtitutions, by obſerving every 


form of godlineſs, but whoſe: regularity 
does not ariſe from any ſerious regard to 
theſe appointments themſelves, or to the 
authority of Him who hath eſtabliſhed 


them, but merely from cuſtom, from a 


decent conformity to the common. habits 
of mankind, or what is far worſe, from a 
deſire perhaps to acquire a reputation for 
eminent ſanctity ; imagining, that having 
once eſtabliſhed that point, you are bound 
to take the reſt of their character upon 


truſt, while, with daring preſumption, they 


make uſe of ſuch means as theſe to reach 
their own unrighteous ends ;—thoſe very 
ends which religion, and all its inſtitu- 


tions, were expreſsly appointed to diſ- 


courage and condemn. 


Such an appearance is ready to ſtartle 
the minds of good men; the wicked and 


unthinking part of the world immediate- 
1y avail themſelves of it, and ſcruple not 
to 
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A GOOD EXAMPLE. ; 


to turn it to the n of Chriſtia- 


SERM, 


VII. 


nity itfelf: For the generality of man- 


kind are totally incapable of making the 


neceſſary diſt inction between the abuſe of 
principles, and their natural and genuine 
tendency. They ſeldom go farther than 
to what lies immediately before their eyes. 


Upon this they form their reaſonings; 5 


from this they haſtily and raſhly draw 


their concluſions; and, in direct oppoſi- 
tion to all the rules of right reaſon, they 
charge the corruptions of Chriſtians upon 
that very religion by which theſe corrup- 


tions are condemned. Thus, 1 in that con- 


ſp1cuous point of view in which their ſo- 


lemn profeſſions have placed them, is it 
not to be lamented, that there have been 


many, who, inſtead of excelling others in 
virtue, have given occaſion to the world to 
ſpeak of them as evil-doers, and by exhi- 


biting the moſt unjuſt: repreſentation of 


the fruits of their faith, have excited a 


prejudice againſt it within the hearts of 
men? How have they clothed their own. 


impure vices with religion” s comely at- 


fire! | "The « enemies of. Jeſus have ſcofſed 
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SEEN, at the EF image, and have aimed a- 


w—— gainſt it their keeneſt arrows: But alas ! 
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it is this divine religion itſelf which al- 
ways feels and mourns under the wound! 


Hence we are led to affirm, that a pious, 
virtuous, and exemplary life, is the unque- 
ſtionable duty of all who are called Chri- 
ſtians, and that this is abſolutely no more 
than common truth and ſincerity in thoſe 
who profeſs the religion of Jeſus. Truth 
and fincerity we moſt naturally approve 
of in all men; nay, we conſider them as 
ingredients ſo eſſentially neceſſary in eve- 
ry ſound character, that nothing in the 


World, no other quality whatever, can 


poſſibly excuſe or make up for the want 
of them. They gain the applauſe of 
every mind: They well deſerve that ap- 
plauſe ; for they are the moſt lovely qua- 


lities in the whole world, the firſt and 


maſt fundamental of all the virtues. But 
is there any thing 1 in life that can diſco- 
ver the Chriſtian profeſſor to be polleſſed 


of thoſe qualities, except a careful and 
| conſcientious adherence to theſe laws and 


principles, to whoſe goyernment be pre- 


_ tends 


os af, 2 


ö 
2 
1 
1 
5 
35 
bn. 
is 
0 be 
by.” 
= 
«MY 
- 
7 


1 
* | 
= 
9 
"1g _ 
1 f 
1 
92 
„ 
7 
0 
9 
f ; 
* tf 
H 
N 
be” 
* 
4 


A GOOD EXAMPLE: —  » Wy 
tends to have ſubmitted himſelf? or cn SEAM. | 
it be alleged that we do him any ſort of in 
juſtice, if we charge him with want of all 
principle; with a groſs defect of ſinceri- 
| ty; with downright diſhoneſty and diſ- 


b ingenuity of character, when his actions 
4 are evidently. directed by the ſpirit of 
e principles entirely oppoſite to thoſe which 


ebe zealouſly declares he hath received, or 
when his general character bears no ſort 
5 of reſemblance to one -which is formed 
upon the rules and maxims of Chriſtians 
„ | 
Little, <enetaly. will. it avail men to 
boaſt of their ſpiritual attainments, of 
+ I their communion with the Father, and 
f I vith his Son Jeſus Chriſt, while they take 
to themſelves an unpardonable licence to 
tranſgreſs the eternal rules of religion 
1 and morality. A profeſſor of Chriſtiani- 
ty, and an habitual worker of unrighte- 
ouſneſs; a diſciple of Jeſus, and one led 
; | captive by Satan at his will; theſe are 
characters which ftand in direct oppoſi- 
1 tion to each other, which no art, no rea- 
ſoning, no ſophiſtry, no deceit of argu- 
ment, can poſſibly reconcile, What ſigni- | = 
H3 fy . 


— 2 — —— 


q [i 
_ 2880 2 5 
— — 


S 
—— — — 


— — — 
— — ty ee 


1 
1 
| 

4 
73 
* 

1 


wy 
Wb 17: 


r — — — ü 
. 


t %y 8 F f [7 
== Ls * * LEY 
© 243 —_— 7 g 
8 4 — ——— 
8 a ER as | 
EN, 
* 5 , P l * 

== 154 * 


118 


ER NM. 


eee 


ON THE DUTY OF SHEWING 


fy the pretenſions of men to the pureſt 
— religion that ever exiſted, if it has no ef. 
| feR at all on the workings of the heart; 
if it extend no influence to heal the di. 


eaſes of the ſoul; to calm, to regulate its 


paſſions; to produee real goodneſs: and 


rectitude of conduct. 
How much unfairneſs aud deceit is 


here! May we not ſay, Act rather the ho. 


neſt part; aſſume at once thy real cha. 
racter; ſay thou art no friend to Jeſu 


and his laws, and let not the holy voca- 


tion ſuffer any longer in its reputation by 
thy double dealing. Thy hypocritical 
profeſſions can entitle thee to no part nor 
lot in thofe enlivening proſpects, which 
Chriſtianity gives to refreſh : the ſpirit of 
man in this wilderneſs of life. Thou haft 
never known what it is to be in Chriſt 
Jeſus. Thou haſt never felt the powers 
of the world to come. Shew me thy 
faith : That divine principle hath no 
exiſtence with thee ; for thou art not de- 
«© livered from the bonds of wickedneſs ;” 
thou haſt not © overcome this preſent 


„ evil world.” 


In 
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A GOOD EXAMPLE, . T9 4 
reel In the next place, a pious and virtuous SE EM 3H 
ef. converſation, filled up with all the offices 


art; of practical religion, muſt be particularly 
dil. obligatory upon all Chriſtians; as it moſt. 
> itz effectually promotes the credit of this re- 
and ligion itſelf. And is this a circumſtance! 
which can be ſuppoſed trivial or indiffe- 
t 15 rent, in the eſtimation of thoſe who have 
ho. any real value for this ſublime ſyſtem? 
ha- When the Chriſtian is obſerved to be total- 

ſi, ly conſiſtent in his profeſſions, and in his 
ca. duty, and; to his piety and zeal for God, 
by adds the practice of univerſal righteouſ- 


cal neſs and charity, ſuch a beautiful con- | 
nor ſiſtency of character cannot fail to carry ; 
ich much perſuaſion, into the hearts of men, 
of of the power and efficacy of religion: 
aft Such an illuſtrious example bas an effi- 
it cacy, which is infinitely ſuperior to all 
ers the imaginable powers of human lan- * 
hy guage. This can at beſt only give a faint | 
no and feeble picture, while that exhibits 1 
le- real life and nature itſelf, making an ir- ; 
5 reſiſtible appeal to ſenſe, to obſervation, 
nt and experience, for the excellency and 
comlineſs of religion. For beautiful, be- 
In Your expreſſion, are the dictates of reli. 
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gion, when tranſplanted into the charac- 
ters, when delineated. in the lives of its 
profeſſors. Then, it is ſeen colleting its 
brighteſt glory, and its warmeſt beams, to 
reach their generous influence to every | 
heart; and wherever this venerable form 

appears, it ſtrikes a ſacred awe and reve-, 


rence, and excites und arfal e and imi- 


— 


tation. 

. How. DEER oc the 3 of God, 
holy, harmleſs, and without rebuke, in 
the midſt of a crooked and perverſe ge- 
neratioh: The favourite of God, beloved 
by the good, revered by the wicked, he 
is raiſed, by his heavenly Father, to ſhine 
as a light in the world. Arrayed with 
unſpotted innocence, the nobleſt garb of 
human nature, and adorned with the pre- 
cious diadem of truth and integrity, he is 
ſhewn on earth, to make ſurrounding 
wickedneſs appear more ugly and de- 
formed; to ſtop by his example its bane- 
ful influence; to make iniquity, as aſnamed, 
hide its face. In him we behold a tranſcript 


of the Image of the eternal God himſelf, 


exhibited to men, to captivate a degenera- 
ted world; to call up all that is great and 
noble 


4 GOOD EXAMPLE. _ 


noble wide the human breaſt. In ge- iis 
neral we know, that to every virtuous, 
beneficent and. uſeful character, there is 
due a very great ſhare of reverence, 
eſteem, and love. When we; diſcoyer a 
man whoſe. heart is poſſeſſed of the ge- 
nuine feelings of piety, actuated by the 
moſt. tender regards to his brethren, ſof- 
tened into the moſt delicate ſenſibility, to 
their ſorrows, and continually ready to 
expreſs his compaſſion by the moſt ſub- 
ſtantial beneficence; when we obſerve his 
mind „entirely maſter of itſelf, ruled by the 
ſober laws of reaſon and religion, forti- 
fied with that firmneſs and hardineſs of 
ſpirit which wraps it up and collects it 
within itſelf, erect and unbroken in ad- 
verſity, and, in every calamitous ſeene, 
able to repoſe itſelf upon the mighty 
arm and gracious providence of God, 
we are naturally ſtruck with the idea of 
greatneſs and magnanimity, and muſt be 
led to inquire what it is that can be able 
to form ſuch an exalted character. Here 
the attention of men is naturally rouſed; 5 
and upon examining they become con- 
vinced, that it can be nothing elſe but 
the 
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ON THE DUTY OF SHEWING 


' SERM. the prevalent principles of that ſublime 
—— ſyſtem reſiding within the foul, and inter- 


woven with the very frame of the heart. 
And, muſt not every well diſpoſed mind 
be irrefiſtibly led to fall in love with that 
religion, which is able to give ſuch a dig- 
nity to human nature, and which is 


known to produce ſuch precious effects ? 


Surely then, what we now urge upon you 
is very far from being a light or trifling 
matter. A pious, regular, and virtuous 


deportment ſtands recommended to your 


choice and practice, by arguments and 
motives the moſt weighty that can be 


addreſſed to the heart of man. If you 


have any ſenſe of honefty of character; 
if you have any regard for the glory 
of God, and for the credit of this ſa- 
cred {ſyſtem of religion; if you have 


any deſire to promote the virtue, and con- 
ſequently the happineſs of the world a- 


round you; there is no other way of de- 
monſtrating the truth of thoſe affections, 
but by performing thoſe good and virtu- 
ous actions, which are moſt truly ornamen- 
tal to human nature, and moſt highly ho- 
nourable to the principles which pro- 
duce 
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duce them. Are not the fruits of this s KRM. 
VII. 
religion moſt fair and comely? let them — 


not be concealed. Are not its effects upon 


the heart and character moſt generous and 
divine? ſuffer it then to exert the” effica- 


cy of its on principles; allow it to diſ- 
play its genuine ſpirit. And if our con- 


verſation is ſuch as becometh the Gofpel | 
of Chriſt, how much will this tend to fill 
the heart with the moſt complete meaſures 
of preſent peace and joy. Confider what 


a dignity the mind of man acquires, while 
it is conſcious of carrying on the moſt 


valuable of all purpoſes, by ſpreading the 
glory of God in the world; by diffu- 


ſing thoſe beams of righteouſneſs and 


truth, which ſoften and attract the hearts 


of men, and melt them down to the love 
of virtue. The beſt and moſt generous 
of all pleaſures, are undoubtedly thoſe of 
benevolence. There 1s a feeling of Joy 
ſuperior to all the deſcriptions of lan- 
guage, and to all the conceptions of the 
felfiſh mind, which immediately pene- 


trates and raviſhes the heart of the ge- 


nerous man, upon delivering his brother 
from preſent miſery ; but how infinitely 
higher 
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3 ERM. higher muſt that feeling: riſe, if, by our in- 
—— ſtructions and pious example, we ſhall have 


9 


been inſtrumental in recovering him to 


the love of virtue and the favour of his 
God, and in reſcuing him from eternal mi- 


ſery;ʒ thus, ſtudy ing, as far as our influence 
can reach, to render this earth a reſem- 
blance of the paradiſe above, and its in- 
habitants like to thoſe. celeſtial ſpirits, 
who burn with Divine love, and with the 
moſt ardent. deſires to fulfil the will of 
the Father. 
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SERMON VII. 
ON REPENTANCE. 


ISAIAH i. 16. 


Waſh ye, mate you clean, put away the evil of 
your doings from before mine eyes, ceaſe ta 
do evil, learn to do 1 5 


Prophet begins this chapter with szxM. 
heavy complaints of the vices and — | 

ingratitude of Judah. He goes on to de- 

ſcribe the direful inflictions of divine 

wrath, as the puniſhment of that univer- 1 

ſal depravity which overſpread the nation. 

But ſtill, amidſt all this general corrup- 

tion, they were anxious to preſerve the 

outward face of religion, and continued 

ferupulouſly attentive to every ritual and 
ceremonial [ 
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. x26 oN REPENTANCE. 


_ SERM. cerimonial obſervance. The Prophet, 

= therefore, proceeds to point out the vani- 
= ty and inſignificancy of ſuch perform- 
ances, and the extreme indignation of the 
Almighty at theſe external ſervices, while 
they continued to be unaccompanied by 
real virtue. 

In diſcourſing from theſe words, I pro- 
poſe, in the firſt place, to inquire into the 
nature of this duty, or to conſider where- 
in that purification conſiſts which God re- 
quires of us; in the ſecond place, to ſug- 
geſt ſeveral arguments to urge this duty 
upon our practice. 

To return to the firſt of ae: : This 

duty, then, muſt evidently imply a total 
and unreſerved abſtinence from every ſin- 
ful gratification. When we look around us, 
or conſider the preſent ſtate of human na- 
ture, we obſerve, that a man, perfectly and 
completely vicious, is a character ſeldom 
or never to be found. There are ſome 
ſins, to which our conſtitution or temper 
may but little incline us, and in which 
therefore we never * But there is 
generally one particular iniquity, one 
leading paſſion, which forms the temper, 


Which 
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which diſtinguiſhes the . and S 
1 which draws along with it others, that 
may be connected with it, or ſubſeryient 
10 its views, Mankind are ever abundant- 
ly. ready. to acknowledge the malignity 
of thoſe vices for which they feel no na- 
_ tural appetite, while every art is employ- 
ed to conceal the favourite luſt from the 
attention of the mind, or even to conſe- 
crate its form in the eye of conſcience, 
and of God. But in ſpite of every argu- 
ment which a corrupted mind may deviſe 
to juſtify its inward defilement, it is this 
tyrant of the ſoul, it is this plague of 
the heart, it is this reigning propenſity, 
dear to us as a right hand, and as a right. 
eye, which God particularly abhors, which 
calls for our deepeſt humiliation, and our 
moſt unfeigned tears. 
But this duty muſt farther 1 an 
uniform rectitude and ſincerity of heart. 
The value of all religious obedience 
muſt evidently confiſt in the purity 
of thoſe ſources, which lie open to the _ = 


ö 
eye of God alone. Hence, the laws of | 
Jeſus are formed with ſuch peculiar de- | 
licacy and refinement, that they reach | 

to | 


x28 


ON REPENTANCE. 


SER. to the interior receſſes of the breaft, and 
— check every riſing luſt, and every inward 


propenſity of the mind to vice. Little, 
then, will it avail us that our hands are 
clean, if our hearts are nar pure; that 


we purify the ſtreams, while we neglect 
the ſource; or that our conduct is gene- 


rally conformable to the rules of virtue, 
and marked by no flagrant iniquity, while 
we indulge a ſecret inclination to vice, and 


encourage a ſinful propenſity within the 
heart. In vain indeed do we affume the 
garb of halineſs, the colourings of devo- 


tion, if within we are full of wounds and 


bruiſes, and putrify ing ſores. 


Such a ſtrong attachment to the form, 


accompanied by a total neglect of the 


power and feelings of godlineſs, is the vil- 
eſt hypocriſy in the fight of God; and it is 


no wonder that the pure and candid and 


upright Spirit of the Holy Jeſus, the Teach- 
er of righteouſneſs and truth, was always 
extremely ſhocked with a diſpoſition 


which muft appear peculiarly ugly and 


deformed to' every well diſpoſed mind, 


and that he attacked the character of the 


Phariſces, in 8 the features of that 
criminal 
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with that becoming acrimony and heneſt 


ſeverity which it deſerved. It is repre- 
ſented as a ſpirit whieh corrupts the moſt 


pompous and ſpecious ſervices; which 


annihilates every pretenſion to piety and 
virtue; which bears an enmity to every 
grace; which tarniſhes the luſtre of the 


moſt ſhining qualities; and immediately 
deſtroys their title to all that dignity 


which they claim. It is emphatically 
called the Leaven of the Phariſees, which, 


wherever it enters into the compoſition 
of any mind, puffs up its vanity with the 
imaginary conceit of its own worth and 
importance, ſwells it with the oſtentatious 
appearance of ſomething great, and high, 
and venerable, to deceive the world, but 


which is found to be light and infignifi- 


cant, odious and contemptible, in the fight 


of that God who weighs the merits of 
conduct in a nicer balance. 

It was the deſign of God in all his diſ- 
penſations to the world, to rear the prin- 


ciples of inward honeſty; to form the 
heart of man, to ſound, to ſolid, to ſub- 


nnen holineſs! It was, however, the 
1 : character 
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character of theſe men; that, lay ing aſide 
all regard to the ſpiritual ſervice of God, 


they decked themſelves with thoſe arti- 


fs HE « 
r 


ficial colourings alone, which form the 
moſt ſtriking addreſs to the ſenſes and 


paſſions of men, and built the whole fa- 
bric of religion upon thoſe ritual ſervices, 


which are no farther valuable than as 


of heartfelt piety. How odious hypocri- 
ſy muſt be to God, may be in ſome mea- 
ſure diſcovered, from that reception which 


| diſſimulation always meets with ang 


men. | \'y | 
Prudence, in every lation of tba... is 


juſtly, reckoned a moſt neceſſary qualifi- 


they conduce to promote the great ends 


cation, and the indiſpenſable handmaid of 


every virtue. Deceit, however, and cun- 


ning, are no parts of its compoſition, but 


a miſerable abuſe and perverſion of that 
excellent quality. To a mind rightly 


diſpoſed, there is no need of any argu-- 


ments to expoſe the deteſtable nature of 


this vice. We need only. to mention the 
conſtant variance of thoughts and words, 


the artful machinery of a fawning tongue 


to conceal the treacherous purpoſes: of a 
| wigked : 
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wicked W the moſt ſordid and nar- 3. 
row views 0 under the moſt ſpeci —— 
ous appearances of 'a diſintereſted ſpirit ; 
and there immediately ariſes an image of 
the moſt ſhocking. deformity, which eve- 
ry man, who is not loſt to all ſenſe of 
| virtue, bluſhes to find clothed with an 
human form. Craft, deceit, and guile, 
Vill eyer be confidered as vices of the 
loweſt and baſeſt kind, and give an indi- 
cation of a wicked and profligate heart; 
an heart which, under the maſk of - virtu- 
: ous principles, is capable of graſping eve- 
ry inſtrument of 'villainy that can reach | 
| its own little and ſelfiſh ends. Pleaſed with a 
WH thus deceiving the world, the hypocrite 
may contemn the all-pervading eye of the 
| Supreme Being. From his eye, however, 
no diſguiſe can conceal z for there is no- . 
thing covered, ſays our Savour, that ſhall 
not be revealed, or ſecret, that ſhall not 
be made known. Fruitleſs, indeed, are 
all the efforts of fraud to ſereen its pur- 
| | Poſes, and to gain its ends. For a while 


| they may impoſe upon the ſenſes of men; 1A 
F. but the character is unnatural, and can- 24 
ji not be perpetually regular and uniform. 
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t. It is often but a momentary deception, | 
— and times and ſeaſons there are, in which 
| the diſguiſe will become ſo thin, as to al- 
8 low the ugly features of the heart itſelf 
to appear. Mankind will begin to ſuſpect; 

the ſuſpicion will gradually increaſe; and, 
convinced at laſt of the cheat, they will 
univerſally contemn ſo Worthleſs a ſpirit; 

nay, they will reſent ſueh an impoſition, as 

the groſſeſt injury and affront to their rea- 

ſon. Such is frequently the fate of the 
hypocrite i in this life. 

Or, ſhould the diſſembling and TOON 

critical character be ſuppoſed ſo extreme- 

ly artful, and ſo ſingularly conſiſtent, as 

to paſs through life without ſuſpicion, or 

even with univerſal applauſe, yet there 

is a day coming, which is fixed in fthe 
eternal records of Providence, to be the 
great rectifier of the opinions of men; 

the detector of every character; the 

grand revealer of the ſecrets of all hearts. 

Then ſhall hypocriſy be dragged from its 
darkeſt retreats, and ſtript of all its arti- 

ficial colourings. Every maſk ſhall then 

fall off, and that falſe heart, which, under 

the garb of virtue and goodneſs, received 

| - the 
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chil eſteem or r admiration of men, ſhall be 8 ERM. 
exhibited, in its true and real features, as vw 
object of the contempt and ſcorn of 
all the rational creation of God. x 

It may be ſufficient . now, barely 1 to 
mention, in the laſt place, on this head, 
that the duty recommended in the text, 
includes in it, not only a general inno- 
cence of life, founded upon the ſincerity 
and integrity of the heart, but likewiſe an 
earneſt endeavour to abound in the acts 
of poſitive goodneſs. If our obedience 
ſhall terminate in departing from evil; if 
it aſcend no higher, it is, indeed, deplo- 
rably lame and imperfect; nay, the evi- 
dence of its fincerity muſt remain ex- 
tremely doubtful; for we muſt not only 
ceaſe to do evil, but learn to do well. 


We now proceed to the ſecond general 
head of diſcourſe, which was, to offer ſome 
arguments to excite us to the duty com- 
manded in the text. 

And, in the firſt place, let us confider the 
dreadful deformity, and malignant nature, 
of all ſin in general. And nothing, ſurely, 
can be deviſed, more effectual for giving 
us the moſt. ſtriking views of this, than 
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that ſtupenduous ſcheme, which was exe- 


—cuted by the Divine grace, for the reſto- 
ration and recovery of human nature! 
How dreadful an eyil muſt that appear, 


which required fo precious an atonement? 
How deep and fatal muſt be that ſtain, 


which nothing leſs than the blood of him 


who was the brightneſs of the Father's 


glory, and the expreſs image of his per- 
ſon, could expunge or waſh away? Who 


can hear the groans of an incarnated God, 


and not immediately feel the atrocious na- 
ture of vice? Who can pretend to love 


the Saviour, and careſs theſe impure paſ- 
ſions which formed the deepeſt agonies of 
his ſoul? Is not all iniquity to be confider- 


ed as an outragious inſult upon all the 


perfections of the Deity? It is a defiance 
of that Almghty power, which is able to 
caſt both ſoul and body into hell. It is a 
provocation of that unſpotted purity, 
which holds in abhorrence every appear- 
ance of evil. It is a direct inſurrection 
and mutiny againſt the dread Governor of 
nature; an aſſault formed to ſhake his 
throne; to wreſt the ſceptre of govern- 

ment from his awful hand; to trample 
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under foot that ſyſtem of amiable laws, SERM, 
vhich are not the reſult of ſtern deſpotic = 
authority, but eſtabliſhed by eternal be- 
nevolence, to promote the order of his 
works, and to lead to the full perfection 
of the reaſonable mind. It is an act of the 
moſt flagrant ingratitude to that unbound- 
ed goodneſs, which perpetually feeds and 
nouriſheth our life. And what is the re- 
turn which our moſt generous bene factor 
demands from us? It i is ſurely no hard or 
expenſive ſacrifice; He calls on us only to 
put away that evil thing which his ſoul 
abhors; to looſe the bonds of iniquity, 
and thereby to act up to the genuine priy- 
ciples of our nature, to conſult the digni- 
ty of reaſon, and to ſtudy our own ſub- 
ſtantial happineſs, and welfare. n 
For, let us conſider, in the ſecond place, 
the miſerable devaſtation which the pur- 
ſuits of iniquity bring on the nobleſt 
powers and faculties of the mind. Vice 
muſt. eyer appear the deep and melancho- 
ly ſtain of our reaſon. While we ac- 
cuſtom the ſoul to trace out the ignoble 
Purkaits of. ſin, we teach, it to grovel upon 
1 * | the 
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the earth, and lick the duſt. Every vi- 
cious and infamous. indulgence bath Aa 
natural tendeney to-eraſe the impreflions 
of divinity from the ſoul of man; to 
damp its noble energy; to depreſs its 


exalted powers; to bend to earth that ſa- 


cred and Divine form, Which Was intend- 


ed, with an erect and majeſtie counte- 
nance, to contemplate and correſpond 


with that heaven to which it ſtands 
allied. By admitting the power of vice 
into the heart, we introduce an un- 
natural intereſt, to ſpread a deplo 

calamity over the mind, to overturn che 
Wiſe ſubordination of its faculties, and to 
tear the peace and harmony of the ſoul, 
It inflames the paſſions, gives to them a 
ſavage power and influence, enables them 
to trample upon the native liberty of the 
mind, and to bring us into ſubjection to 
their heavy yoke. A deplorable darkneſs 
and obſcurity is then ſpread over the eye 
of the ſpirit, the genuine dawnings of 


reaſon are effectually intercepted; and in- 
ſtead of enjoying that glorious light which 


opens the extenſive fields of knowledge to 
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che underſtanding, che benighted ſoul is 8 
condemned to wander in the crooked 
paths of ignorance and error, to tread 


a region overcaſt with gloom, andifollow 
out every- dedeitful Kerwe Which ariſeth te a 
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the man who ſeeks for happineſs by viei- 
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ous purſuits, ĩs deſtined to ſuffer perpetual 


diſappointment. 
pleaſure, or "earthly ood, that ever an- 
ſwered the high raiſed expectations of the 
mind? The ſinner contemplates at a di- 
ſtance, with inexpreſſible rapture, that 
gaudy phantom which his own imagina- 
tion hath ſo exquiſitely dreſſed, and feels 


no other wiſh but to enjoy it. But upon 


every approach he makes, it is ſure to ſhift 
its place, and to evade his eager graſp; or 
when viewed more nearly, it no longer ap- 
pears the ſame delightful: object which 
once enchanted his heart: The colouring i is 


coarſe, the features are rude, and he con- 


cludes, that ſome diſtorted and irregular 


form hath been maliciouſly ſubſtituted in 


the room of that amiable figure which 
formerly captivated his ſoul. W 
OY But, 


Where is the "ſenſual. 
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I But, in the fourth place, let it be ob» 


— ſeryed, that every vicious paſſion is moſt 


effectually calculated to diſturb the peace 
and ſerenity of the mind. There is no 
peace, ſaith God, to the wicked. The vi- 


cious mind is reduced to an unnatural 
ſtate, its faculties are diſordered and ſub- 
verted, and form a continual oppoſition, 


the law of the members Waring againſt 


the law of the mind. The paſſions, with- 


drawn from the government of reaſon, 


and hurried on by the undiſcerning im- 
pulſe of ſenſe alone, are engaged in a per: 


petual contention 3: and according to the 


increaſe of - temptations, the deſires and 


appetites are: multzplied, and graſp at eve- 


ry appearance of good. Let us view the 
ſinner's courſe: of life, and nothing can 


appear ſo wild, ſo irregular, ſo, unac- 


countable. The temptation is preſented, 


the paſſions riſe, eternity with all its 


weighty motives diſappear; the deſire is 
gratified, the appetites ſubſide, ſober re- 


flection returns; conſcience aſcends its 


throne, and inflicts its puniſhment. To 
pacity its wrath) the v virtuous deſekion is 
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formed; the temptation again recurs, the 5 ERM.- 
heart is inflamed with the love of its fas 


vourite object; a ſecond gratification en- 


ſues, and conſcience renews and hightens 


its wrath, Thus; torn by contending and 
contrary affections, the mind is like the 


troubled ſea, whoſe waters caſt up mire 


and dirt; no ſettled peace can viſit the 
polluted breaſt. The ſinner's heart is al- 
lotted by Providence for the ſeat of that 
perpetual; agony, which regularly ſuc- 
ceeds the eden of N HANOI 
ed deſire. 
That everlaſting God, whoſe being and 
operations are acknowledged by the 
conceptions of the human heart, and 
who ſtands. confeſt to the feelings of the 
mind, as living and reigning for ever 


to pour a ſignal vengeance on all the work- 


ers of iniquity, hath not left the purpoſes 
and defigns of his government withaut a 
witneſs, but hath planted a faithful deputy 
and vicegerent within the breaſt, whoſe 
office it is, not only to point out the 


boundaries of right and wrong, but to 


confer a ſecret reward upon the purſuit of 
the one, and to inflict a direful puniſh- 


ment. 
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'SERM. ment on the practice of the other. No 


— -aluence can bribe that truſty monitor, or 


ſilence his ſteady and impartial voice. No 
Power can overaw or -difmiſs him: The 


-moſt ſplendid character that ever ambi- 


tion formed to dazzle the eyes of infa- 


tuated men, poſſeſſes no defence againſt 
the intruſions of this meſſenger of wrath. 


Through every obſtacle he finds an eaſy 
accefs; inſinuates himſelf into the vicious 
mind; ſhakes and rends the guilty heart; 
Introduces terror and dejection into the 
haughtieſt and ſtouteſt ſpirit; and amidſt 
every external appearance of happineſs, 
'renders it the reſidence of the moſt de- 
-plorable miſery. - Who can deſcribe the 


weight of that trouble and anguiſh which 


prevail againſt the finner? Who can count 
the number of theſe terrors which make 


him afraid on every fide? The furious re- 


bukes, the unmerciful laſhes of an inraged 


conſcience, wound and rack the heart, be- 


Jond all the imaginable power of human 


torture! They communicate an wound, 


-which no earthly medicine can cure, or 


Mleviate. oy * of es,” no alte- 
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ration of circumſtances, can give the 
ſmalleſt eaſe. The guilty mind can ne- 
ver fly from itſelf. Let the ſinner tra- 
verſe the different climes of nature, in 
queſt of eaſe and ſatisfaction; the deteſted- 
phantom ſtill purſues his ſteps; the terrors 
of the Lord depart not from his ſoul; the 
arrows of the Almighty ftick faſt within 

his heart. Let him attempt to drown 
every diſtracting care, by reſiding for ever 
in the manſions” of noiſy and unhallowed 


pleaſures, yet ſhall guilt embitter every 


draught. Wherever he goes, in wliatever 


ſituation he appears, he is deſtined to car 


ry in his breaſt the worm which never 
dieth, that fire which is never quenched.” 

But farther, let it be obſerved, that the 
purſuits of vice are ſure to deſtroy the 
health of the body, and to eut the thread 
of life. It is the appointment of the great 


Creator, that vice, or the exceſs of every 


paſſion, ſhall give a violent ſhock to the 
conſtitution, and prey upon the ſources 
and ſprings of life. The preſent portion 


of ſenſual pleaſure may be ſweet in the 


mouth, but it is the gall of aſps within: 
ee It 


of 

q 
3 

Mi 

i 

1 
| 


ALGAE EET r rr — —UAœꝭ . ane 2 
VS . nne rr ER ICYS _— 
— 


25 — SE IP = CET IDE IS _— 8 3 
— 2 rr <2 Aba; 4 TS. n 2 1 
2 oO 3 3 N - . . — * ho 
2 n +6 r 2. 5 _— —— —— - +. ow 
— — — — 1 r = 2 * 22 = 


BY 


3 og og nent ene — ni m r 
— . — — . — — — — — — — — - 

n 2 . * POS * . * 2 Ry — ww Ka n 2 
„ we ered Cnr ty AR 5 2b ae = i: n S —— © — es > ry oe tn 8 
e 2 => — 9 ky 2 . 2 1 . 2 > I 3 RS — S7 — 2 1 —_=_ 2 DD. SS eh. 5 = be by 2 = 
7 7 p . by = 

» - - . a 
SA 7 2 : 24 4 


— 
— 4 


—ä— — — 


. 
F IRTA Sto Hy AE IRS 
= > — _ S — 


. 


232 


— <A 
—— —— — 
ee Lo e = 


— 
PRIDE. 


— 
— — 
— 
— 


1 OR TIPTRn. Lett IIS 2 S. 


142 


5 - ON REPENTANCE«: 


E Itis a deadly poiſon, which engeriders the 
— moſt fatal diſtempers, and corrupts the 


ſource of all our joys. He who by forced 


anticipations prevents the pleaſant returns 
of natural appetite, muſt loſe his reliſh for 


the moſt luxurious food, and contract that 


obſtinate diſguſt, which no efforts of art 


can conquer; and at laſt, by indulging 


every pernicious demand of ſenſe, he puts 


a ſpeedy end to a miſerable and inſigni- 
ficant life. He flies away as a dream, and 
cannot be found; yea, he is chaſed away 
as a viſion of the night. His bones are 
full of the fins of his youth. He dieth 
in the bitterneſs of his ſoul; the number 
of his months is cut off in the midſt. | 


Such are ſome of thoſe natural miſeries 


which God hath eftabliſhed, as the neceſ- 
ſary fruits of fin. Happy were it for the 


ſinner, did they reach no farther : But we 


may now obſerve, in the laſt place, that 
the miſeries of the tranſgreſſor extends 
beyond the grave. The end of theſe 


things is death. That is a perpetual 


Baniſhment from the bliſsful preſence of 
God; and everlaſting ſtores of miſery and 
Wrath 


. 
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Wrath are keſervod for his devoted head. 82 
He ſhall be condemned to the deep and — 


awful miſery,” where {ad repentance and 
ſevere reflection ſhall at laſt approach to 


take poſſeſſion of the foul; not however 


as a friend, to ſooth its agonies, and mi- 
tigate its ſorrows, but as a ſerpent, to 
faſten upon the heart, to gnaw, and to de- 
Four its peace for ever. Let all the earth 


tremble at the dreadful thought. Con- 


ſider this, ye that forget God, Who 
knows the power of his wrath? Who can 


tell the thunders of that vengeance with 
which Omnipotence is armed? Stand till, 


therefore, for a little, O ſinner. Reſtrain 


thy fond and giddy courſe, let not an 


eternal intereſt be for ever ruined by per- 
petual inattention-. Liſten to ſerious 
thought and reflection, while it addreſſeth 


thee in the endearing ſtrains of a faithful 
friend, which feels for thy miſeries, and 


would correct thy errors, before it ap- 


' proach with the frown of an incenſed and 
implacable avenger. Fly from ſin as from 


the face of a ſerpent; if thou come near 


it, it will ſurely bite thee. The teeth 


thereof 
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2 Tem: 1 IV. 6, 7,8 : 


Por Ta am now ready to be afered, +, 


HE great Apoſtle of the Gentiles, SERM. 
after having undergone many la» 
bound in the ſervice of his Maſter, was put 
in priſon, and tried for his life at Rome. 
It was immediately after this, that he 
compoſed the Second Epiſtle to Timothy, 
in which he gives hints of his approach- 
ing ſufferings, and of the danger to which 
he was | expoſed in the courſe of the fol- 
lowing year. In the preceding part of 
this 7 we fing him exhorting 
K Timothy 


DOS Is 
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5ERM. Timothy to be faithful and vigilant in | 
IX. O 
— every part of his office, without ſuffering n 
imſelf to be in the leaſt diſturbed by the þ 
thoughts of his adverſity, his danger, or t] 
his death ; aſſuring him, that he looked 7 
forward to his own diſſolution, not only d 
without emotion, but with a ſecret tran- c 
quillity and triumph, animated by the p 
| teſtimony of a good conſcience, and b p 
the proſpect of that high reward reſerved 0 
for him at the time of Chriſt's appearance 4 
to judge the world. I 
All that 1 as: at preſent, is to 2 
make ſome obſervations on the ſeveral 1 
particulars contained in the text, in the 3 
order in which they lie before us. We 7 
, begin, then, with making ſome obſerva- n 
tions on the ſources of that conſolation 0 
which ſupported this eminent ſervant of "© 
God, at the time when his departure was v 
at hand. It was the reflection upon a well 0 
ſpent life; it was the conſciouſneſs of a i 
ſtrenuous and immoveable fidelity in the a 
religious warfare, which formed his ha- % 
bitual preparation for death, and laid the 1 
foundation of his joy ful hopes. It is ap- d 
e for all men once to die; but when e 


or 
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or where this event ſhall overtake us, the S HEN 
moſt ſagacious are unable to calculate 
A thick veil is drawn over futurity; and 
this, though of all events to us the moſt 
intereſting, is covered with impenetrable 
darkneſs. It is appointed to dwell in ſe- 
crecy, that we may for ever watch to 
provide and fortify the mind againſt its ap- 
proach; that we may keep the holy lamps 
of every divine grace burning with a pure 
and uninterrupted flame. We cannot ſure- 
ly reflect upon this truth, without deplo- 
ring the infatuation, the madneſs of the 
ſons of men. How many live utterly un- 


mindful of the uncertain tenor by which | 
they hold their breath, and purſue the va- 1 
nities or the vices of life, with as com: -- 
plete ſecurity as if the Almighty bad de- | = 
clared, with an audible voice from — * x 
ven, that they ſhould never die. They 5 i 
enjoy the preſent, they graſp the future, F 
without one thought of the many ſecret 

arts by which death ſteals upon the un- 

wary mind, and levels every vicious hope. | 


How often, amidſt the moſt pleaſing 

dreams, does ſome latent MRenper ridi- 

eule the fantaſtic ſchemes of man, or ſome 
K 2 unexpected 
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SERM. unexpected accident touch the ſprings Of 
—.— life: then farewell to all his greatneſs, to 


all his magnificent deſigns 5 9 2 
We cannot ſurely conceive any thing 
more deplorable, or an object of deeper and 
more deſerved pity, than the ſtate of the 
careleſs and impenitent ſinner. We na- 
turally ſhudder and tremble for that un- 
happy man, who ventures to walk blind- 
fold along the narrow ſummit of a ſteep 
precipice, where one falſe ſtep ſhall bring 
him down at once, and tear, and eruth, 
and crumble him to duſt. A picture this 
of the infinitely more deplorable danger 
of the guilty man, whoſe paſſions have 
extinguiſhed his fight, his thought, his 
reflection. Inſenſible of the hazard which 
he runs, of the falſe and deceitful ground 
on which he walks, he treads the path of 


life with ample confidence, till the unex- 


pected hour arrives, when his feet are 
made to ſtumble upon the dark mountains, 
when the ſhadows of an everlaſting night 
are drawn over his eyes; when death hur- 
ries him into the preſence of his Judge, 
and places him before that dread tribu- 
nal, whoſe decifions muſt overwhelm his 

| {oul 
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ſoul with an eternal flood of unavailing SERM. - 
ſorrow; or ſhouldit be his fate to lan- 
guiſh upon a death-bed, then will he find 

his boafted remedy againſt the fears of 
diſſolution deplorably unſucceſsful and wy 
lacious. 

The plan on which he Wer adit 
through life is beautifully deſcribed -in | 
the language of ancient wiſdom. © Life is 
* ſhort and tedious; and in the death of a 
* man there is no remedy. Come on, there- 
fore, let us enjoy the good things that 
« are preſent; let us ſpeedily uſe the crea- 
* ture like as in youth; let us fill ourſelves 
“ with coſtly wine and ointment ; let no 

flower of the ſpring paſs by us; let us 
« crown ourſelves with roſe-buds before 
i « they be withered ; let none of us go with- 
out his part of voluptuouſneſs; for this is 
our portion, and our lot is this.” But in 
ſpite of every artifice to keep at a diſtance | 
the melancholy thought, death muſt come; a 
and if it does overtake the mind thus ut- 
terly unprovided againſt it, with what 
racks and tortures muſt it be attended. 
« O death, how bitter is the remembrance 
Of thee to the man that hath lived at reſt 
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ON DEATH: 


« in his poſſeſſion, and hath had nothing to 
. yex him?“ Who can defcribe the weight 


of that tfouble and anguiſh which then 
prevail againſt him; who can count the 
number; who can tell the force of thoſe 


arrows of the Lord, the poiſon, whereof 
drinketh up his ſpirit? Conſcience, whoſe 
voice had been ſo long drowned amidſt 


the hurry of paſſions, now arrayed in tre- 
mendous majeſty, awakes for the intereſt. 
of God, and unfolds the ſcenes of impu- 
rity and vice. Painful and diſtreſſing 


remembrance, but upon which he is now 
condemned to dwell, To what quarter 
can he turn his eye for relief? If he 
look back on his paſt life; if he look 


within his own breaſt ; if he look forward 


to the vaſt unmeaſured ocean of eternity, 
which now lies open to his view, every 


proſpect contains horror to oppreſs and 


overwhelm him. 


Then muſt he give place to fach juſt 


upbraidings of his mind as theſe. Did 
the eternal ſource of life and wiſdom light 
up his candle in my breaſt, and inſpire 


me with underſtanding, for no higher 


purpoſe but that I might for a little gaze 
around 


ON DEATH: 


around me with unmeaning eye, taſte « 


every cup of pleaſure which appetite pre- 
ſents, purſue every riſing vanity that 
mocks the fight; and then mingle with 
the clay on which I tread? No! Now 
the enchantment is diſpelled, the charm 
is broken: Now I am ſadly convinced 


that an higher deſtiny is given to man; 


that eternity is his home; that its joys 
are his portion; that religion is his edu- 
cation for that higher houſe, the inſtruc- 
tion by which he muſt be prepared for a 
ſuitable appearance in the auguſt preſence 


of his heavenly Father. But how ſhall I 


appear in that preſence; I who have ne- 
glected every part of that divine ſcience; 
who have done deſpite to the Spirit of 
God, and thereby treaſured up unto my- 
ſelf wrath againſt the day of wrath; and 
revelation of the righteous judgment of 
God? I have indeed had fome few flaſhes 


of tranſient and feveriſh joy in my youth: 


I have walked in the ways of my heart, 
and in the fight of my eyes; but how 
dreadful the reflection, that for all theſe 
things God will immediately bring me 
into judgment? When, therefore, I look 


K 4 forward 
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s . forward to that eternity am juſt about 
— to enter, there I ſee nothing but the hand 


of God lifted up againſt me, and ready to 
ſheath the fword of juſtice in my guilty 


breaſt. For me there remaineth nothing 
but a fearful looking for of judgment, and 


revelation of wrath againſt all iniquity, 
and ungodlineſs of men. - 
Thus doth conſcience thunder: in” his 
ears his tremendous doom, and anticipate 
the pangs of everlaſting vengeance. How 


_ earneſtly doth he now wiſh that he 


could recal his miſpent time. Thou- 
ſands of rams, ten thouſands of rivers 
of oil, would he now give to bribe the 
tyrant for one moment's reſpite; but 
death is inexorable, and obſtinately pur- 
ſues his fatal purpoſe: The terrors of 
the Lord take hold on him as water: He 


dieth in the bitterneſs of his ſoul: A tem- 
peſt ſtealeth him away in the night; a 


ſtorm” hurls him out of his place: He is 
driven from light into darkneſs, and hiſ- 
ſed out of the world: He hath no name 
in the ſtreets, and his remembrance pe- 


'riſheth from the earth. Such is the por- 
tion of a wicked man, and this the heri- 


tage appointed him by God. 


The 
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The only ſovereigh! and elficagipus *. 
remedy againſt the fears of diſſolution mgm 
is to mortify the power of ſin within 
the ſoul; and to make all our vicious ap- 
petites to) die before us; for the ſting of 
death is ſin. He that hach riſen above 
the infſuence of ſin, can live beyond all 
poſſibility of any great annoyance from 
the terrors of the laſt enemy. He pre- 
ſerves his loins girded about with forti- 
tude and courage againſt bis moſt ſecret 
or unexpected approach, and can look for- 
ward to that period which ſhall terminate 
his preſent exiſtence, not only without 
diſturbance, but with a ſecret complacen+ [ 
cy. Thus he enjoys life itſelf with the 
proper :reliſh.; looks abroad upon all the 
objects of this wor Id with ſatisfaction and | 
approbation; ſees no real faults amidſt 
the works of a wiſe and almighty hand; 
and, ſo far from viewing death as an error 
or imperfection in the plan of Providence, 
he regards it as a natural and unavoidable 
event, and rejoices in that ſupreme wiſ- 
dom hich hath deviſed it, as the ſecurity 
from preſent cares and miſery, as the path 
a 5 to 


r 
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au to lead to God himſelf, as the avenue t& 
wa an endleſs and immortal life. 


And how glorious a thing muſt it be 
to have accompliſhed all the great pur- 
poſes of life before we come to die ! How 
divine and animating a ſcene is the death- 
bed of the righteous man ! what can di- 
fturb his laſt and peaceful moments ? The 
recollection of his trials and patience, the 
many acts of piety and benevolence which 
his memory can then ſuggeſt, all riſe to 
view, to refreſh his retiring ſoul, to ſmile 
upon his departing fpirit, and render it 
fuperior to the frowns of death, which he 
is thus enabled to conſider, not as a ſtern 
and inexorable tyrant, ſent to execute the 
vengeance of Heaven; but as the meſſen- 
ger of love and peace, commiſſioned to 
cloſe a troubleſome and mortal life, and 


to put him in poſſeſſion of one glorious 


and eternal. Faithful through life to God 


and to his duty, and unremitting in his 


attention to form himſelf upon the ſacred 
pattern of his Redeemer ; he is ready to 
cry out, like good Simeon of old, with a 
degree of holy impatience, © Lord, now 
let mY ſervant * in peace, for mine 

5 1er 


1 
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le. eyes have ſeen thy ſalvation !! Con- SERM. 
ſcious indeed he is; that in many things 


he hath offended and come ſhort of the 


glory of God] but how doth his ſoul mag- 


nify the Lord, and his ſpirit rejoice in 


God his Saviour, who hath opened a foun- 


tain to the houſe of David, and to the in- 
habitants of Jeruſaletn, for fin and un- 


cleanneſs. Hence he is enabled to indulge. 


the humble hope of the forgiveneſs of his 
fins, of the friendſhip of his Creator, and 
of thoſe moſt gracious ſmiles; with which 
he will eternally rejoice the hearts of all 


his children: He goes to inherit the trea- 
ſures, collected upon earth with exquiſite 


delight, and ſent before him to heaven. 
There, he knows; the righteous live for 


_ evermore: Their reward is with the Lord, 


WEL IRS 
3 


and the cate of them with the Moſt High. 
They receive a glorious kingdom, and a 
beautiful crown from the hand of the 
Lord. 

From the manfier in which the Apoſtle 
expreſſes the foundation of his tranquillity 
and hopes, we may obſerve, in the ſecond 
place, what is the nature of that ſervice 
in which the Chriſtian is engaged, and of 


that 


188 
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SERM. that ſtrenuous and. immoveable fidelity | oi 
"Ui #7 LY which is indiſpenſably requiſite! to com- hi 
plete his, character: I have fought a es 
good fight, I have finiſhed. my Courſe, 4. w 
“% have kept the faith.“ h 
It i is the uniform declaration of the 7 a 
| mighty to all the ſons of men, that it is fi 
no eaſy thing. to be a Chriſtian, but that 1 


through much tribulation we muſt enter 2 
into the kingdom of God. There is in- 1 
deed no ſecret or unaccountable charm I 
capable of wafting the ſouls of men to ] 
heaven. It is the great law of Divine 0 
Providence, that nothing great ſhall be 
given to man without toil and labour. 
Infamy and diſgrace. purſue the indolent; 
honours, and wealth, and renown, attend 
the brave, the hardy, the enterpriſing ſpi- 
rit. Who ever proſpered in his earthly 
ſchemes by faint and languid endeavours 
alone? To what ſeverities muſt he ſub- 
mit, who ſtrives to riſe the terror of the 
mighty, and to tranſmit the memory of 
his conqueſts to adorn the hiſtorical vo- 
lume? Through what a train of drudgery 
muſt he paſs, who would penetrate into 
all the depths of human learning Lahe 


gives 


gives no ſleep to his eyes, nor ſlumber to „RN. 
his eye-lids ; he muſt fit up late, and rife —— 


early, and eat the bread of ſorrow. To 
what hardſhips muſt he ſubmit, whoſe 
heart is inflamed with-the laſt of money, 
and obſtinately ſet on amaſſing the trea- 
ſures of this life? The very ſame order 


is obſerved in the ſcheme of divine grace; 


and he that would reach the joy that is 
ſet before him, muſt endure hardſhips, and 
muſt take up his croſs. The kingdom of 
heaven ſuffereth violence, and the violent 
muſt take it by force. The noble prize 
ſhall never be beſtowed upon the indolent 
ſpirit, but is to be earned 'only by hard 
and laborious efforts. Thus the life of a 
Chriſtian is often repreſented in Scripture 
by the image of a warfare; _ 

Our great enemy is well acquainted 
with man, and with what is in man. Of- 
ten does he make his approaches with 
much ſecreſy and deep laid guile, and in- 
ſinuate himſelf ſilently and unperceived. 
He faſtens upon our different propenſities, 


touches the ruling paſſions, the darling 


objects of the mind, and kindles ſuch de- 
dien as s lead to diſſaffection to the ſacred 
cauſe 
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cauſe of God and virtue. We wreſtle not 
with fleſh and blood, but with principali- 
ties and powers, with the rulers of the 


_ darkneſs of this world, with ſpiritual wick- 
edneſs in high places. Our combat does 


not endure only for a little, nor is our 


ſecurity the reward of a few hours of 


ſteady oppoſition, but almoſt every ſtep 
we take through the wilderneſs of life 
expoſes us to ſome new attack: we are 
often aſſaulted by all the deceivableneſs 
of unrighteouſneſs, and through the whole 
of life we maintain an unceaſing ſtruggle. 
Nor are all our enemies open and decla- 
red. Equally dangerous are our ſecret 


foes, theſe inſidious paſſions which lodge 


within us, ever ready to catch at the 
bribes of an alluring world, and to open 
for it a ſecret paſſage to the heart. Aid- 


ed by all this inward corruption, what a 


threatening aſpect muſt this world wear 


to the intereſt of virtue! When we ſur- 


vey the ſtate of it, we find it filled with a 
variety of corrupt examples ; and what 
formidable enemies are theſe? and what 


an amazing influence have they to ſeduce 
ps from the paths of virtue? 


Thug 
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Thus ſurrounded with dangers on every sER M. 
hand, how abſolutely neceſſary is it to be hu CAT 
ſtrong, to quit ourſelves like men, to brace 
the mind with firmneſs and vigour, to 
keep the attention conſtantly directed to 

every quarter from which we may be aſ⸗ 
faulted? No duty can be more requiſite 
for thoſe: who haye foes to ſtruggle with, 
of irreconcileable enmity, and of amazing 
vigour. Did the governor of ſome im- 
portant fortreſs, who knew that it was be- 
ſieged by enemies obſtinately determined 
to take the place; who knew, at the ſame 
time, that it could not be taken but at the 
expence of his own life; did he, notwith- 
ſtanding of all this, leave a paſſage open, 
and reſign himſelf to diſſipation and a- 
miuſement; would not all the world juſtly 
old him mad? But with what ſuperior 
reaſon may we be accounted ſo, who are 
entruſted with the important fortrefs of 
the heart; who know that it is beſet with 1 
enemies who employ every art to under- 
mine or aſſault it; who know, at the ſame 
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time, that an eternal intereſt depends up- 
on its defence, if we ſhall be found ſo de- 
Plorably remiſs as ſeldom ta think of this, i 
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$ERM. or at leaſt to allow the thought to form 
— the ſmalleſt part of our anxiety or con- 


cern? In general, as ſincerity is the root 
and eſſence of all piety, ſo ſteadineſs and 
perſeverance is the teſt, the glory, the 
crownof virtue: He that endureth unto the 
end, the ſame alſo ſhall be ſaved: To him 
only that overcometh, will Chriſt grant 
to ſit down with him on his throne, even 
as he alſo overcame, and hath ſat down 
on the throne of his Father. 


To fight the good fight, to keep the | 


faith amidſt all the violence of oppo- 


fition, is indeed a work by far too ar- 


duous to be performed by our own 
natural and unaſſiſted powers. Thanks 
be to God, however, we are not left to 
ſtruggle alone: There is an omnipotent 
grace which gives ſtrength to the feeble. 


Such an aſſiſtance, however, does by no 
means ſuperſede the neceſſity of our natu- 


ral endeavours; on the contrary, it im- 


plies the compliance of our wills, and the 
co-operation of our moſt hearty efforts. 


The law of the Chriſtian diſpenſation is 


this: We are commanded to labour with 


as Vigorous efforts as if the whole ſucceſs 


> OE , Ea 90-0 95 Oi 


of that work depended on ourſelves alone; 
and, at the'ſame time, with the humility. 


and diffidence of a mind conſcious of its 
own imbecility, and ſenſible of the neceſ- 


ſity of Divine Grace to render all its en- 


deayours effectual. The man who is thus 
diſpoſed has no reaſon to dread the great- 
eſt dangers: He who is with thee is 


« greater than he who is againſt thee: 
« The Lord 1s thy life and thy ſalvation 
« whom ſhalt thou fear? The Lord is the 
i ſtrength of thy life; of whom ſhalt thou 
© be afraid?” The ſacred influence of 
his grace ſhall continually deſcend, to 
guide thy doubtful ſteps; to invigorate 
every languid effort; to teach thy hands 
to war and thy fingers to fight; and to 
crown thee with final ſucceſs and triumph. 


Which leads us naturally to turn our 


thoughts, in the third place, to that bleſſed 
and glorious reward, ſpecified in the text, 
by the expreſſion of a crown of . 
neſs. ; 
This expreſſion 121 an W allufion 


to thoſe crowns beſtowed by the an- 


cients on brave and intrepid warriors 4 to 
thoſe marks ef honour and reſpect by 
L which 
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SERM. which they were wont to diſtinguiſh par- 
w—— ticular feats of valour. It intimates to 
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us, that high and ſplendid triumph which 
ſhall be at laſt conferred on the faithful 
and undaunted ſervants of the Moſt High 
God; that ineffable dignity which ſhall 
be beſtowed on them in the day of Chriſt's 
appearance; and recals to our thoughts 
that moſt intereſting period, when the 
Judge of all the earth ſhall deſcend, with 
ineffable pomp and majeſty, with the 
voice of the Archangel, and with the 
trump of God. Thouſands of thouſands 
ſhall then miniſter unto him; ten thouſand 
times ten thouſand fhall ſtand: before him, 
while the judgment is fet, and the books 
are opened. All that are in their graves 
ſhall then hear the voice of the Son of 
Man, and ſhall come forth ; they that have 
done good to the reſurrection of life, and 
they that have done evil to the reſurrec- 
tion of damnation; before his dread tri- 
bunal ſhall be ſolemnly convened all the 
different generations of men, all that ever 
lived, or do live, or ſhall live upon the 
face of this earth, to receive the due re- 
ward of their different deeds. 


And 


| Y 
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And now the 33 lifts his awful s EAN. IF 
— 8 
hand, and ſwears by him that ſitteth upon ö 


the throne, that time ſhall be no more. 
Thunders inſtantly rend the air; horrible 
conyulſions rock the earth; the deſtroy- 
ing fires begin their dreadful ravages; 
and all this ample ſcene aſcends in one 


general and unrelenting blaze. The moun- 


tains and iſlands are moved out of their 
places; the earth flies away; the hea- 
vens depart, as a ſcroll when it is rolled 


together, How happy that man, who 


ſhall then be able to behold the univerſal 
wreck of nature, and to hear the ſound of 
the laſt trumpet, without the racking an- 


ticipations of guilt; who ſhall riſe with 


rapture to receive his Judge and Saviour, 
as one who comes- to realize his beſt 
hopes ; to crown him with that joy which 
is unſpeakable and full of glory. The 


man who hath bravely fought the good 


fight of faith; who hath finiſhed his 
courſe with honour, ſhall then ſee that his 
labour was not loſt ; but ſhall find his 
temples ſurrounded with laurels of un- 
fading glory. With ſongs, with everlaſt- 
ing joy on his head; with vice, iniquity, 
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164 | ON DEATH. 
E . and every corrupt paſſion bound in chains, | { 
to adorn his triumphal chariot, he ſhall be p 
conducted, in ſolemn pomp and majeſty, N 
to Zion, the abode of everlaſting happineſs, 
there to dwell for ever in the preſence of ; 
God, and to inquire through eternity into | 
the beauties of the heavenly Jeruſalem. | 
How great, O God, is that goodneſs which 5 
thou haſt laid up for them that ſerve thee, ä 
and wrought for them that fear thy name - 


before the ſons of men. Thou ſhalt hide | 
them for ever in the ſecret of thy pavi- : 
lion; thou ſhalt defend them from the 
ſtrife of tongues, and from the pride of 
men. Such honour ſhall all the ſaints of 1 
God poſſeſs; ſuch ſhall be the reward of 
the ſteady friends of Jeſus. Thus bleſſed 
ſhall they be who are found holy and un- 
defiled in the world; they ſhall have a 
right to the tree of life; they ſhall enter 
through the gate into the city, and reign 
with Jeſus for ever and ever. | 
Our laſt obſervation is founded on the 
declaration in the text, that this honour 
ſhall be conferred on thoſe, and thoſe 
alone, who love the appearance of Jeſus. 
A declaration which determines exactly 
| the 
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the character of thoſe who #ſhall be ac- SE N N. 


counted the worthy ſubjects of the Di- 


vine munificence. None, moſt aſſuredly, 


can be ſaid to love the appearing of Jeſus, 


but they who are pure and holy, and who, 
full of the conſciouſneſs of piety, are qua- 


lified to rejoice when the ſeaſon of their 
complete redemption draweth nigh. Al- 
mighty God hath made it an indiſpenſable 


condition of our attaining this precious 
felicity, that we do in truth and reality 
poſſeſs this. moſt important qualification. 
Shall the treaſures of Divine grace ever 
be proſtituted to enrich the unworthy ? 
or, ſhall the impious man ever be raiſed 
to that happineſs which he hath always 
deſpiſed? No, the decree hath paſſed, a 
decree which ſhall never be reverſed, 
that unleſs we are renewed in the ſpirit 
of our minds, we cannot enter into the 
kingdom of heaven. 

This decree is no arbitrary law; it 
is founded in nature; it is implied in the 
very reaſon of things, that none but the 
pure in heart are qualified for reliſhing 
the pleaſures of that immortal inheri- 
tance. For, what is heaven? Not a total 
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SERM. alteration of ſtate, but reaſon, and every 
— pious and virtuous diſpoſition, dilated and 
expanded to its higheſt pitch. What are 
the immortal joys which it contains, but 
the ſecurity, the increaſe, and the per- 
fection of virtue? Could we ſuppoſe the 
habitual and impenitent ſinner admitted 
into heaven; there he would immediately 
find himſelf completely wretched and 
miſerable. For where, amidſt all the nu- 
merous glories of the new Jerufalem, 
could he find one ſingle beauty to ſtrike 
His corrupt eye? Where, amidſt the foun- 
tains of pleaſure, which flow faſt by the 
throne of God, could he expect one ſingle 
drop to pleaſe his vitiated palate? It is 
the ſeeds of grace alone ſown on earth, 
and protected and reared amidſt all the 
ſtorms of temptation, that can receive 
the ripening influences of the Sun of Glo- 
ry. Be not therefore deceived, God is 
not mocked. Whatſoever à man ſow- 
eth, that ſhall he alſo reap. He that 
* foweth to the fleſh, ſhall of the fleſh 
* reap corruption; and he that ſoweth to 
* the ſpirit, ſhall of the TO reap life 
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SERMON X. 


ON SOLICITUDE. 


1 PETER V. 7. 


n al your care upon Fre „ for be carcth 
or _ 


'AN is a Ch of a compound na- 
ture, made up of ſoul and body. 
To accompliſh the happineſs of ſuch a 
being, it is neceſſary that both of theſe 
ſhould be free from trouble and difquie- 
_ tude. We are all ſenſible of the influence 
which the diſorders of the body have 


upon the peace of the mind; but we 
know likewiſe, that the bappinel or 


miſery of the man depends more upon 
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che ſituation of che mind itſelf than any 
other cauſe, The calm undaunted ſpi- 


rit of a man may ſuſtain his bodily in- 
firmity, but an wounded, a ruffled, a pi- 
viſh and murmuring ſpirit, who can bear? 
This muſt infallibly poiſon all the ſour- 
ces of happineſs, and eſtabliſh the founda- 
tion of perpetual miſery within the ſoul. 
It is therefore the great aim of Reli- 


gion, which means nothing by all its pre- 


cepts, but to make us completely bleſſed, 


to point out the moſt amiable views of the 


character of God, and to inculcate the ex- 
erciſe of perpetual hope, and truſt in his 
moſt beneficent providence, as the only 
effectual inſtrument of our preſent feli- 
city; becauſe this alone, is capable of 
compoſing the mind into peace and reſt ; 
and filling it with cheerfulneſs, amidſt all 
the vexations which diſtreſs and over- 
whelm the ſpirits of others. 
Of this nature is the precept before us; 


which 1 ſhall, in the firſt place, very 


briefly explain; and, in the ſecond place, 


enforce upon your practice by leveral ar- 
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Such precepts of religion cannot be SERM. 
ſuppoſed to inculcate an entire negli - 


gence, or a total inattention, to our ex- 


ternal ſituation in life. Religion g 
forbids us to be ſlothful in buſineſs. 


calls us to action; it commands us 5 
avail ourſelves carefully of all thoſe 
means, which Providence points out for 


ſecuring a competent ſhare of the good 
things of this life, and to exerciſe a pru- 
dent foreſight to defend ourſelves from 
the evils of it. The diſpoſition which 


it condemns, is that criminal ſolicitude 


about our worldly intereſts; that degree 
of care, which is full of anxiety; of fears 
and doubts, and diſtruſt; which, conſe- 
quently, muſt diſturb the peace of the 
mind, and render it reſtleſs, impatient, 


and diſſatisfied. The meaning of the 


text, then, may be thus expreſſed: Let 
not your anxiety about the moſt neceſ- 


ſary concerns of life diſtract your minds, 


or looſen your conſtant dependence upon 
God, and your ſubmiſſion to his will. 
Having contributed your neceſſary en- 
deavours, be not diſquieted about the ſuc- 


ceſs of them; but, with a peaceful com- 


poſure 
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SERM. poſure and ſerenity of mind, reſign every 


cent to the ſuperintendance and deter. 


mination of that God, who is concerned 
for your good, and careth for all your in- 
tereſts. 

We now hs to offer ſome argu- 
ments to enforce this precept, and to urge 
upon you this happy temper of mind: 

In the firſt place, then, let it be con- 
fidered, that all immoderate care is high- 
ly criminal, and impious in its nature. 


How is it poſſible, that a mind of ſuch 
an anxious and diſcontented turn can 


poſſeſs any ſort of claim to real piety? 
Does it not diſcover the heart to be al- 
together void of thoſe impreſſions of 
God, of his nature and deſigns, which 
are the very firſt principles in all religion. 
It trips him at once of the honour of all 


his beſt perfections; becauſe it implies a 


ſecret perſuaſion, that there is a deficien- 
cy of wiſdom and goodneſs in the Su- 
preme Mind, which ſupports and governs 
the operations of nature: An apprehenſion, 
which, as it is the moſt groſs and injuri- 
ous in itſelf, ſo it muſt receive its pro- 
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per and ſuitable puniſhment, by entailing 5E RM. 
the heavieſt miſery upon that mind which 


hath felt any part of its influence. For, 
what miſery can be equal to the appre- 
henſion of being condemned to live un- 
der the government of one, who is indeed 
Omnipotent, but who is conceived to be 


deſtitute of that ſkill and goodneſs, which 


alone can be the foundation of truft and 
confidence in his adminiſtration? Horrors 
and wild alarms muſt be the perpetual 
portion of ſuch a ſoul. It muſt for ever 
remain deſtitute of thoſe conſolations 
which ſupport the pious in every moment 
of their pilgrimage, and who can delight 
themſelves in the contemplation of that 
exuberant goodneſs of God, which war- 
rants all the exertions of his Almighty 
arm, and who are confident that it is ne- 


ver ſtretched forth, but for the beſt and 


moſt beneyolent purpoſes. 

Wherever, indeed, we turn our eyes 
around us, and contemplate the creation of 
God, we are preſented with the view of a 
world adorned with various beauties ; but 
where no unmeaning or unneceſſary or na- 

ments 
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'SERM. ments are diſplayed ; where every object 
— is evidently intended to communicate 


ſome degree of happineſs and pleaſure. 
That agreeable variety with which the 


world is diverſified, contributes, at the ſame 


time, to the utility and comfort of its in- 
habitants. In no part of his great crea- 


tion, hath God left himſelf without a wit- 
neſs of his mercy and love. The earth 


is full of the goodneſs of the Lord. The 


bounty of the Creator is ſcattered through 
all his works with a liberal hand. Even 


the loweſt tribes of animals, the moſt 
inconſiderable parts of his workmanſhip, 
feel his generous influence. He openeth 
his hand, and they are filled with good. 
It is the want of proper attention to this 
extenſive goodneſs of God, and unreaſon- 
able impreſſions of the Deity, which our 
Saviour points out as the great foundation 
of this immoderate anxiety . Weak, he 


juſtly argues, muſt be that faith, and 
little muſt that mind have learned of the 


nature of its Creator, which can obſerve 
that he diſpenſes his n in ſuch abun- 


- 


dance 


: 1 Matth. chap. vi. from verſe 26. 
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dance through all the works of his hands, 


S ERM. 


and ſtill entertain the ſecret thought, that 


his love is exhauſted on the minuteſt ob- 


jects, and that there is nothing in reſerve 
for the ſons of men. The ſuſpicion is 


highly inſurious to the God of nature. 
Thoſe, undoubtedly, whom he hath dig- 


nified with his own Image; who poſſeſs 
the meſt exalted ſtation among his works; 


and who approach the neareſt to his own 
nature, he hath choſen as the objects of 


his tendereſt regards, and as the peculiar 


charge of his watchful providence. 
In the ſecond place, all inordinate care 
about the events of life, is offering an 


affront to that love and goodneſs which 


we have formerly experienced, and deep- 
ly partakes of the nature of mee to 
God. | 
The generous friend, * upon former 
occaſions, hath given us the moſt unque- 
ſtionable proofs of his love, would reaſon- 
ably be offended, ſhould we indulge any 
ſuſpicion of his good will, or doubt the 
continuance of his attachment to our in- 
tereſt, Let us then attend to the various 

and 
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ERM. and ſubſtantial tokens of the goodneſs of 
—_— our God, which have followed us through 
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the former part of our lives. Hath he 
not hitherto been our ſhepherd and our 
guide, and appointed his rod and ſtaff to 


be the friendly companions of every ſuc- 


ceſlive ſtep of our path. Reflect upon the 
days that are paſt ; conſult thy memory, 
and it will furniſh thee with the ſingular 
monuments of divine love diſtinguiſhing 


the various periods of life. When per- 


baps ſurrounded by imminent danger, and 
ready to be cruſhed by ſome impending 


ſtroke, and deſtitute of a friendly arm to 
work deliverance, God ſent thee ſalvation 


from his holy hill, and brought thee up 
from the gates of death : He took thee 


from the horrible pit, and from the miry 


clay, and eſtabliſhed thy feet upon a rock ; 


putting a new ſong into thy mouth, even 
praiſe to thy God. When perhaps tor- 


mented with the uneaſy fears of ſome 
great diſtant evil, his mercy ſent thoſe 
cheerful rays, which diſſipated the gloom 


that unreaſonable fancy had formed, and 
. expelled the terrors which frowned upon 


thy 
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thy peace. Art thou then the child of SERM, 
ſuch amazing love, ſo highly favoured of — 


God, and canſt thou doubt his future 


mercy, or queſtion that remarkable boun- 
ty which hath been hitherto ſo W 
poured into thy cup! 

The ungrateful 3 while it de- 
ſtroys thy peace, is highly diſhonourable 
to thy God, and may provoke him to 
withdraw the exerciſes of his mercy. 


Such was the crime of the Iſraelites in 


the wilderneſs: 3 They were a genera- 
4 tion whole ſpirit was not ſtedfaſt with 
« God. Marvellous things did he in their 
„ fight. He led them in the day-time 
« with a cloud, and all the night with a 
light of fire. He {mote the rock, and 
the waters guſhed out, and the ſtreams 
% overflowed, Yet they ſpake againſt 
„ God, They ſaid, Can God furniſh a 
« table in the wilderneſs ? 


« bread? Gan he provide fleſh: for his 
% people? Therefore the Lord heard this, 
„aud was wroth ; a fire was kindled 
« againſt ] acob, and anger alſo Came up 
Becauſe they beheved 

e not 


“ againſt Ifrael. 


Can he give 
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ON SOLICITUDE, 


not in God, becauſe they truſted not in 
4 his ſalvation.“ 
In the third place, A RY an anxi- 


ous, a diſcontented temper of mind, muſt 
prove a ſource of miſery, muſt ſubject the 


ſoul to perpetual uneaſineſs and pain in 
all the ſituations of life. 

A perſon of this caſt of mind can'never 
enjoy any happineſs. How can we con- 
ceive a more deplorable object, than the 


man who is continually racked and torn 


by fretfulneſs and care? To him the 
whole face of nature wears a dark and 
melancholy aſpect, and every thing that 


1s called pleaſure is ſour and unpalatable. 


He is blind to every comfortable circum- 
ſtance that may enter into his lot. His 
imagination ever dwells upon ſome diſ- 


agreeable point ; and it 1s not in the power - 


of all the enjoyments of this world to 


give it any fort of ſolace. Thus his mind 


cleaves to pain, acquires a certain biaſs 
and tendency to miſery, contracts a ſet- 
tled melancholy gloom, by which it is en- 


tirely incapacitated for reliſhing any of 


thoſe generous bleſſings which may enter 


into his preſent condition, © There is,” 


ſays 
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ſays Solomon, “a vanity under the ſun, ENU. 

„and it is a ſore evil; the man to whom 

« God hath given riches and wealth, ſo 

„that he wanteth nothing of all that his 

* ſoul defireth, yet God giveth: him not 

« the power to eat thereof.” Or, ſhould 

we ſuppoſe him to find no bad circum- 

ſtance, 1n any preſent ſituation, on which 

to vent the ſpleen of his heart, yet the pee- 

viſh and diſtruſtful perſon is amazingly in- 

genious in his conjectures, and is perpetu- 

ally diſcovering ſomething or other before 

him, whoſe diſagreeable frown corrupts 

the reliſh of every thing that is preſent. 

With what an artful and pernicious cu- 

riofity doth he look forward, and contrive 

the ſcenes of ſome future calamity, which 

ſhall one day overtake and oppreſs him. 

Unhappy man! little doth he confider that 

his fears, with reſpect to all the objects of 

this preſent life, are often without foun- 

dation, Can he draw aſide the veil which 

covers the ſecrets of futurity ? Is he abſo- 

lutely certain, that the evil which he 

dreads ſhall ever befal him? and if it 

doth not happen, what a fooliſh part hath 
| M mma he 
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ON SOLICITUDE. 


SERM. he acted, by feeling it already in all its 
— ſeverity, by laying upon himſelf a burden 


which was never allotted him by Provi- 


dence, and giving a reality, in his imagi- 
nation, to a ſcene of diſtreſs 2 hath 


no exiſtence. 


In the fourth as All ſuch peeviſh 


care is utterly unprofitable and impotent, 


and totally incapable of ever Coop: 
ing its end. 0 
Is not the direction of all events in the 


hand of God, which is ſteady, irreſiſtible, 
and full of power to execute all his will? 


Are there any of its operations ſo ſlightly * 


adjuſted, as to be ſet aſide by the feeble 
breath of peeviſh diſcontent? The arm 


of God is uncontroulable, it urgeth on its 


purpoles in a firm and ſteady courſe, and 
muſt, in ſpite of all our efforts, carry 


us and all created things along with it. 


The ſtream of Providence perpetually 
rolls on with an impetuous current; and 
he who ventures to oppoſe it, ſhall only 
fatigue himſelf, and walle. mT e 
and fpirits in vain. 

The peeviſh and rebel ſpirit den 
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a mighty hand; he ſtruggles, and ſtrains SEAM, 
4 his powers, to go in the oppoſite courſe, — 


but muſt obey its nen in ſpite of all his 
reluctance, which only ſerves to render 


him the more wretched and unhappy. _ 
The truth is, the only ſovereign remedy 


againſt all the fears of the mind, and the 


only infallible method of acquiring an 


undiſturbed confidence, is, by the purſuit 
of holineſs and virtue, to connect our- 
ſelves. with that great Being who is the 
fole diſpoſer of all events. If this con- 
nection is once eſtabliſhed, the happineſs 
of the mind is for ever ſecured; nor is there 
any thing in life that can break its peace, 
that can ſhake this divine hope, or unſettle 
this ſteady anchor of the ſoul: © All 
6s things are yours,“ {ſays the Apoſtle Paul, 
© whether the world, or life, or death, or 
things preſent, or. things to come; all 
are PR and ye are drin!, and Chriſt 
4e 1s God's. 

On real piety, then, as on\a ſolid ke 
let us lay the foundation of tranquillity 
and peace. It is the object of the un- 
Winne delight of God; and what he 

mT 2 delights 
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ON SOLICITUDE. 


SERM. delights in muſt be ſecure from real evil; 
—— muſt partake of all his munificence and 


favour. Poſſeſſed of this moſt valuable 
quality, we may reſt aſſured that God 
careth for us. And where can the moſt 
anxious, the moſt intereſted heart, wiſh 
for greater ſecurity, in all its moft impor- 


tant concerns, than it can find under the 


tuition of Almighty;love ? Amidſt the va- 
rious revolutions which may take place 
in this inconſtant ſcene of things, we may 
cheertully reſign to Him the diſpoſal of 
our lot. I am ignorant of what to-mor- 


row may bring forth: Futurity is veiled. 


in darknefs, and the events which it con- 
ceals are known to Supreme Intelligence 
alone. But, calm and unruffled, I can ex- 
pect the opening of that ſcene; and, while 
I know the Mind that deviſed, and the 


Power that controuls all the occurrences 


of life, I can with pleaſure welcome every 
appointment. 4 
Upon the whole, let our hopes and fears, 
which are the great ſprings of human 
conduct, acquire a right direction, and 
learn to point to their proper objects. In- 
ſtead 
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ſtead of coveting thoſe lying vanities SERM. 
which this world holds forth, let us be —— 


earneſt to poſſeſs the favour of God, which 


is better than life and all its enjoy ments; 
and, inſtead of being alarmed with the 


frowns or imaginary. terrors of this pe- 


riſhing world, let our great attention be 
directed to ſhun thoſe vicious courſes 
which will expoſe us to his preſent and 
everlaſting diſpleaſure. To withdraw our- 
ſelves from the purſuits of holineſs and 
virtue, and. conſequently from the favour 
and protection of Heaven, let us conſider 
as the very conſummation of miſery ; and 
happy alone let us reckon ourſelves, when, 


full of the conſciouſneſs of virtue, we are 


qualified to ſurrender, with perfect ſecu- 
rity, our moſt valuable intereſt to the 
direction of Omnipotent Wiſdom. The 


heart that is thus formed, looks around 
upon nature and this world with a ſmile 
of complacency. No blackneſs or dark- 


neſs throws a veil over the objects of life, 
but all is gilded with the cheerful rays 
of light. Here, the anxieties, fears, and 


diſquietudes, which often ſpread a gloom 
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182 ON SOLICITUDE. 


SERM. over the gaiety of the moſt proſperous 
— life; do immediately diſappear, and eaſe, 
ſerenity, and conſolation, become the con- 

ſtant companions of the moſt calamitous 
fortune. O taſte then and ſee that God 


* is good; bleſſed is the man that truſt- 
. „„ db O09 22t DrIIRy 
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PsALMs IXxxiv. 4. 


Bleſſed are they that dwell in thy houſe 5 they 
will be ſtill praiſing tber. 


F : "HIS Pſalm was compoſed by David, ERM. 


in thoſe. ſeaſons of darkneſs and di- eee 


ſtreſs, when he fled before the face of 

Saul, when he was an exile from his coun- 

try, deprived of acceſs to the tabernacle 

of God, and obliged to wander about in 
deſerts, without any certain habitation. 

In this ſituation he became a prey to 
many ſevere calamities ; he felt all the 

variety of miſery and woe. The unhappy 

M4 ſtate 
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su N. ſtate of his native country, ſhaken by in- 


—— teſtine commotions, and the apprehenſion 


of thoſe-alarming dangers which perpetual- 
ly ſurrounded himſelf, were objects which 
muſt have ſeverely affected his mind. 


Theſe,” however, he at preſent altogether 


overlooks : his complaints here run in a 
very different channel ; his thoughts-dwell 
upon another circumſtance of diſtreſs, 


which bore an heavier weight, which 
communicated a deeper ſting to his mind, 


and, in compariſon with which, all his 
other calamities appeared light and tri- 
fling. He looks back to Zion, he calls to 
mind the bleſſed exerciſes of that holy 
place of God, and tenderly laments the 
peculiar infelicity of his fate, in being ex- 
cluded from thoſe ſublime joys, deprived 
of communion with the people of God, 
and prevented from mingling his tribute 


of praiſe with the company of thoſe who 


fear his holy name,—a circumſtance in 
the conduct of this pſalm, which was ex- 


actly agreeable to the character of that 
pious man; for never ſurely was there an 
heart more open to all the ardours of 


piety, or in which the fires of devotion 
ns * burnt 
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burnt with a more vigorous flame. The $E _ 
moſt endearing views of God were ever 
preſent to his mind, and kindled thoſe ſ 
lively ſentiments of adoration and love, | 
which he never failed to encourage, and 
which he always delighted to- expreſs. 
Accordingly we. find him, in this pſalm, 
exprefling the warmeſt ſenſe of the excel- 
lence and lovelineſs of thoſe divine em- 
ployments; ſending forth his whole ſoul 
in the moſt ardent aſpirations towards 
God, and in the moſt vehement deſires to 
be reſtored to the joyful privileges of his 
worſhippers : *© How amiable,”” ſays he, 
* are thy tabernacles O Lord of hoſts ! 
© My ſoul longeth, yea, even fainteth, for 
© the courts of the Lord: my heart and 
« my fleſh crieth out for the living God.” 
Nothing can be imagined more truly beau- 
tiful and pathetic, or more ſtrongly de- * 
ſcriptive of the preſent anxiety of his 
mind, and its vigorous tendency towards 
God, than the ſentiment contained in the 
following verſe ; where he forms a com- 
,pariſon between his own fituation and 
that of the birds of the air, and expreſſes 
an innocent envy of their ſuperior felicity, 
* in 
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in being allowed that free acceſs to the 


S>— "tabernacle of which he was deprived: 


„The ſparrow hath found an houſe, and 


the ſwallow a neſt for herſelf; where ſhe 


may lay her young, even thine alters, 
O Lord of hoſts, my King and my God. 
“ Bleſſed are they that dwell in thy houſe; 
„they will be ſill praiſing thuc.” 
In diſcourſing from the words of the 
text, I ſhall 'endeavour, e 
1, To confider our obligation x ro Di- 
vine praiſe in general. 
24d, To illuſtrate the propriety and rea- 
ſonableneſs of public praiſe in particular; 
and to enforce the duty of drawing near 


to God in the devout exerciſes of his houſe. 


34, To point out the bleſſedneſs, the 
pleaſure and advantage, which reſult from 


the ſublime exerciſes of praiſe and devo- 


* 


tion. : 8 


Let us, jir/t, W our obligation to 


Divine praiſe in general. 

It muſt be evident that this obligation 
is founded in the very nature of man, in 
that conſtitution with which he is endow- 
ed. It is perfectly natural to the mind 
to venerate every high degree of pertec- 

tion, 
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ON DEVOTION. 


tion, to eſteem every excellence of cha- 


racer which it diſcovers, and to be charm- | 


ed with every benevolent feature that ap- 
pears in the conduct of thoſe whom it ad- 
mires; and muſt not the all- perfect cha- 
racter of God claim the higheſt degree of 
theſe affections? Whe in heaven can be 


„compared to the Lord? Who among 


the ſons of the mighty can be likened 
to our God?“ How great and glorious 


muſt that Being. appear, who is the author 


of ſuch aſtoniſſing effects, who hath crea- 
ted ſo many worlds, and hung them all 


upon his throne? Is there not ſomething. 


within the breaſt, which not only acknow- 
ledges the Being, the incomprehenſible 
majeſty of this God, but which intimates 
the nature of his government, the union of 
his infinite greatneſs with the moſt active 
love, and repreſents them both as conſtant- 
ly employed to advance the good of his 


works? Does not our on experience per- 


petually confirm this fact? How precious 
do we find his thoughts towards us! How 
great is the ſum of them! He formed the 
aſtonithing ſtructure of the body, adjuſted 
all its organs with an amazing propriety, 

: and 
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ON DEVOTION. 


duties of life. Thus, curiouſly formed, 


but of a make delicate and tender, we 


-enter on the theatre of life, weak, and ut- 
terly defenceleſs. The firſt ſtages of our 
exiſtence are full of giddineſs and inatten- 
tion; and in thoſe helpleſs ſeaſons, with 
what- an infinite variety of dangers are 
we aſſaulted. When we advance m life, 
and by experience have learned the pro- 
per knowledge and feeling of dangers, we 
reflect with aſtoniſhment on the hazards 
through which we have run, we remem- 
ber them with dread and horror. 


Amidſt ſuch alarming dangers, where 
was our ſafety, but from the kind and 


merciful interpoſition of heaven? Where 
our ſhelter, but from the gracious pro- 
tection of the providence of God? Hath 
he not attended all our paths with a ſhep- 
herd's care, warding off that variety of 


death which hath encompaſſed all our 
goings; and often turning the barren 


wilderneſs of life into a fruitful land? 
Amidſt our troubles and afflictions, hath 
he not often wiped away the tear of ſor- 
row, and diſpelled the ſurrounding clouds 

| of 


„ wits ho. ln, wo Hey © 


'ON DEVOTION« 


of darkneſs ? In the multitude of our per- 


plexing doubts, hath he not adminiſtered = 


light and direction? Hath he not fortified 
the mind; given ſtrength to the feeble 
arm, when ready to yield to that aſſault 


which muſt have deſtroyed the virtue, 


and ruined the everlaſting happineſs of 


the ſoul? That life, derived at firſt from 


his undeſerved goodneſs, doth not the 
ſame benevolent hand ſupport, by his un- 
wearied bounty? He guards and ſuſtains 


our health, on which all our reliſh of hap- 


pineſs is founded. He ſupports, in its 
proper tone, the wonderful and compli- 
cated machinery of the body. He is the 
great Sovereign, who is able to ſave and 
to deſtroy ; in whoſe hand our breath is, 
and whoſe are all our ways. Let the 
perpetual exerciſes of his ſupporting Arm 
be but for one moment, interrupted, or 


ſuſpended, and this curiouſly faſhioned 


frame would inſtantly become the ſeat of 

infirmity and diſeaſe; would reel and 

totter, and fink into the duſt from which 
it aroſe. OS 

Every object which is requiſite to ſup- 

ply our returning wants, which is ſuited 
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ON DEVOTION. 


SERM. to miniſter to the convenience, or to aſ- 


=== fift the neceſſities of life, proceeds from 
the liberal treaſures of his love. The 


world, with all its precious ſtores, with 
all its valuable furniture, is the property 


of God alone. His hand, behind the 
ſcene, adjuſts and regulates every cauſe, 


ſo as to produce the proper effect; and 


every bleſſing we at preſent enjoy, is as 


really the gift of God, as if we ſaw, with 
theſe bodily eyes, his arm ſtretched Furth 
to miniſter the boon. 

But, do not the temporal blaſlings of 


Providence, great and ſubſtantial as they 


undoubtedly are, vaniſh and diſappear, 
when compared with the higher. gifts of 
Grace? * Herein, above all, hath God com- 


+ mended his love to us, in that while we 


„Were yet ſinners, he {pared not his own 
“Son, but gave him up to the death for us, 
© that we through him might have life.“ 
To expatiate, however, on this noble 
theme, would carry us into too wide a 
field; for, who can expreſs the loving 
kindneſs of the Lord, or ſhew forth all 


his praiſe. 


Gratitude 


ON DEVOTION: 


Gratitude to ſuch a Being, is that obli- s 
pation, which every dictate of reaſon, 
and every feeling of the heart, immedi- 
ately acknowledges; and the neglect of 
which, muſt juſtly rank us among” the 


number of thoſe who diſgrace the human 


character. Shall that man be reckoned 
juſt and righteous, who, though he may 
regularly perform all the offices of ſocial 
duty, neglects the moſt. eſſential acts of 
piety to his God? His virtue is impro- 
perly founded; he lives in the violation 
of the capital law of Juſtice itſelf, while 
he withholds the pious returns of adora- 


tion, gratitude and love, from him Who is 
the Maker of all, the Author and preſer- 
ver of his life, and the Redeemer of his 


ſoul. Why, indeed, was the eye of man 
formed with an upward, look, and taught 


to ſurvey the wonders of Omnipotence 
which hang over his head; for what end 
was the ſenſe of beauty, harmony and 
goodneſs ſtamped upon his mind, but that: 


he who is the principal figure amongſt 


theſe work: of God, the great High Prieſt 
of this part. of his. creation, ſhould offer 
up this daily ſacrifice to the great Lord 


and 
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SERM. and Father of all, in his own name, and 
H in the name of all the creatures of God, 


adopting the animated invocation of the 
pious Pſalmiſt ; & Bleſs the Lord ye his 
angels that excell in ſtrength, that do 


© his commandments, hearkening to the 


ice of his word. Bleſs the Lord all 


ye his hoſts, ye miniſters of his that do 


his pleaſure. Bleſs the Lord all his 
« works, in all places of his dominion: 
« Bleſs the Lord O my ſoul.” 


We now proceed, in the ſecond place, 
to illuſtrate the propriety and reaſonable- 
neſs of public-praiſe in particular, and to 


enforce the duty of drawing near to God 


in the devout exerciſes of his houſe. 


Mankind are all but one ſociety, the 


family of one great Maſter. By one hand 
are they all upheld; from one ſource do 


they derive all their mercies. Is it not 


then extremely fit and proper that they 
ſhould embrace every opportunity of ac- 
knowledging their common dependence, 
and of joining together in offering up 
their united ſongs of praiſe, for that com- 
mon goodneſs which befriends them all ? 


of 


1977 ſociety of Chriſtians; the houſehold 
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of faith, are the members of one body, 8 Au. 
deriving, in common, life and ſpirit, and 


joy, from one exalted and inviſible Head. 
Muſt it not then be highly incumbent on 
them to bow down together, to join in 
adoration of their common Lord and Re- 
deemer; and, by their uniform. and un- 
animous acknowledgments, to teſtify the 
unity of their faith, and their joint re- 
lation to their munificent Benefactor? 


Beſides, men were made for ſociety, mu- 
tually to affect and animate one ano- 
ther. By joining together in the public 


offices of piety, our ſympathy and emu- 
lation are naturally enlivened; devotion's 
warmeſt touch is impreſſed upon the 
heart; its flame is fed, ſtrengthened, and 
increaſed; and our united prayers and 
praiſes aſcend vigorous and ardent to the 
throne of God, and find a Fatih and 
propitious ear. 

The injunctions of the Goſpel, which 
require. this duty, are, we all know, 
ſtrong and poſitive, and lead us to 
make an obſervation, which, we will ven- 
ture to affirm, is well founded, and un- 
queſtionable, — That the form, of reli- 
gion may be without any thing of its 

„ power 
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power and reality; but that its vital 
power can ſcarcely be ſuppoſed to exift 


without a compliance with its forms and 


inſtitutions. The firſt part of this obſer- 
vation has been, alas! but too much juſti- 
fied, by melancholy experience. But, 
{hall the ordinances of religion ſuffer in 
our eſtimation, becauſe they have been 
abuſed by wretched and corrupt men? 
Have not ſuch men rather good reaſon to 
tremble? for moſt aſſuredly their ſacri- 
fices are an abomination to the Lord. 
On the other hand, it will always be hard 
to conceive, how a true and vigorous love 
to God can ſubſiſt within the heart, ſe- 
parated from an humble deference to the 


appointments of his will. Sobriety and 


righteouſneſs of conduct; an attention to 
all the duties which we owe to ourſelves 
and to our neighbours, though we ſhould 
ſuppoſe them united to the private exer- 
ciſes of piety, are not ſufficient to conſti- 


tute the whole of a religious character. 


There may be reaſon ſtill to doubt of the 
ſincerity of ſuch a piety; for piety, when 
it 18 true and genuine, is not a ſluggiſn and 
indolent, but an ardent and vigorous prin- 


A 


— 8 


ON DEVOTION. 


ciple, and naturally excites the ſoul to s ERM, 
lay hold of ſuch external opportunities as — 


are eſtabliſhed by Divine authority; of 
giving indulgence to its own generous ar- 
dors; of aſeribing glory and honour to 
the Divine Majeſty; and of mingling its 
tribute of praiſe with the ſociety of his 
faithful worſhippers. Hence, in the cha- 
racer of pious men of old, we find the 
moſt juſt impreſſions of the propriety and 
value of theſe exerciſes of public devo- 
tion, and with what vehemence they 
panted after ſuch approaches to God. 
“O that I knew where I might find him, 

« that I might come, even unto his feat. 
Lord, I have loved the habitationof thine 
c houſe, the place where thine honour 
« dwelleth ; that I may publiſh with the 
« yoice of thankſgiving, and tell of all 
thy mighty acts. O God, my God, 
« early will I ſeek thee. As the hart 
© panteth after the water brooks, ſo long- 
« eth my ſoul after thee, O God; when 
& ſhall I come, and appear before the living 
«© God? My fleth crieth out for thee; my 
&© foul thirſteth for thee, as in a dry and 
* thirſty land, wherein is no water, that 
N 2 ; « 1 


ON DEVOTION. 


© I may behold thy power and thy glory, 


«© as I have ſeen. thee heretofore within 
thy ſanctuary. Thus ſhall my ſoul be 


« ſatisfied as with marrow and fatneſs, 


and my mouth ſhall praiſe thee with 
4 joyful lips. How excellent is thy lov- 
« ing kindneſs, O God ! The children of 
% men ſhall put their truſt under the 
« ſhadow of thy wings. They ſhall be 
« ſatisfied with the fatneſs of thy houſe, 


« and thou ſhalt make them to drink of 


« the rivers of thy pleaſures; for with 
e thee is the fountain of life, and in thy 
„light ſhall they ſee light.“ | 

Did then theſe pious men of old exer- 
ciſe ſuch an affection for the courts of 
God, and ſuch an ardent deſire for re- 
ligious ſervices ; and have not we ſupe- 


rior reafon. to be glad, when it is ſaid unto 
us, © Go up unto the houſe of God; when 


„ our feet?” are allowed to © ſtand with- 
in the gates of our Jeruſalem ?*” They 


were permitted only to ſee the happy day 


afar off, and rejoiced in the proſpect. To 
them the Almighty appeared under a 


deep impenetrable vail, concealing from | 


their e the luſtre of his nature, and 
ſacred 
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ſacred perfections; ; or imparting but par- SERM, 


tial and confined views of his gracious RR 


purpoſes to mankind. The cloud which 
reſted upon the tabernacle ; the glory of 
the Lord which filled the temple; the vi- 
ſible ſymbols of the Divine preſence, are 
now ſucceeded by the brighter effulgence 
of the latter houſe. The Redeemer him- 
ſelf hath now come to Zion; the Meſſen- 
ger of the covenant to eſtabliſh the na- 


tions; to reign, to proſper, and to exe- 


cute judgment in the earth. In our ſanc- 


tuary, the Deity lays aſide the enſigns of 


terrible majeſty, and deſcends in beneyo- 


lence and love. Here it is permitted to : 


recogniſe the accompliſhment of thoſe il- 
luſtrious wonders of his grace, which the 
moſt exalted perfection can only pry into 
which the tongue of angels is incapable 
of deſcribing; and which an unmeaſur- 


able eternity ſhall not be ſufficient to 


celebrate and praiſe. How extremely 
reaſonable, then, muſt it be for Chriſtians 
to join together in theſe ſublime con- 
templations ; and what a decent, beauti- 
ful, and glorious ſpectacle, to behold 


thoſe who are called the choſen genera- 


N 3 | - tion, 
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SERM. tion, the royal 0 the holy na- 


8 tion, the peculiar people, raiſing their 


united voice of adoration and gratitude, 
and with ardor and true devotion, utter- 
ing forth the praiſes of Him who hath 
called them out of darkneſs into his mar- 


vellous light. A religious aſſembly, oc- 


cupied in theſe Divine employments, is 
none elſe than the very gate of heaven; 
A lively repreſentation of thoſe bleſſed 
regions, the ſeats of unity and love, and 
recalls to our thoughts the generous ex- 


erciſes af thoſe exalted and perfect ſpi- 


rits who caſt down their crowns before 


the throne, and with loud, united voices, 


ſhout forth, Halleluiah, ſalvation, glo- 


„xy, honour and power. unto. the Lord 
their God!“ 


Think not then that ſuch devotions 5 
are matters of indifference. Is not 


heaven. that place for which is required 
preparation, habit, and exerciſe? But 
how can we expect to enter there, to 


mingle in the acclamations of that tri- 


umphant hoſt, if we do not attend and 
habituate our minds to devotion. upon 


earth; if we are not careful to acquire a 


vel 


A 
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reliſh for thoſe occupations, in which the 


fift'? 

Me proceed, in the laſt place, to point 
out the bleſedneſs, the pleaſure: and ad- 
vantage which reſult from the fublime 
exerciſes of praiſe and devotion. An aſ- 
ſembly of the ſaints is an object pecu- 


liarly pleaſing to God. He loves the 
“gates of Zion more than all the dwell- 
« ings of Jacob; and what he loves and 


delights in muſt be the ſcene of happt- 
neſs. The preſence of God is unlimited; 
his eyes are in every place; he is conſci- 


ous of the moſt retired thoughts ef his 


ſervants; he ſees and will reward the fe- 
cret acts of every deyout heart, But we 


are taught to believe, that in his courts he 


manifeſts himſelf, and diſpenſeth his fa- 
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happineſs and delights of that place con- 


vours in a peculiar manner: There the . 


great Maſter of aſſemblies often ſhines 
forth in all his glory, communicating the 


livelieſt impreſſions of his majeſty and ex- 


cellence to thoſe who wait upon him with 
unfeigned piety, who ſerve him in ſincerity 
and truth: There he often deſcends in all 
the energy of his grace, with all thoſe 
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s ERM. ſacred influences, which revive the hearts 
Fc wo of his humble worſhippers, which in- 
| vigorate their languid graces, and fill 
| | their ſouls with © much j Joy and peace in 


„ believing.” 

Beſides, in every ſuch pious ſervice, a 
generous and exalted pleaſure ariſes in the 
ſoul of man, from a conſciouſneſs which 
reſides within the heart, that our affec- 
tions do then act according to their na- 
ture, and are directed to their right and 
proper objects. And, what object of our af. 

| fection and eſteem can be equal to the 
.Y ever bleſſed God? In every exerciſe of re- 
| ligious worſhip, . the ſoul is conſcious of 
acting a part moſt truly worthy of itſelf, 
and by which it is moſt eſſentially dignified 
andennobled. Heretoo it canneverexceed. 
Man may miſtake the degrees of goodneſy 
in any character, may feel more pleaſure 
in the congemplation of its excellencies, 
and pay it an higher admiration than it 


———— mv HP > WPI. 


the dignity and perfection of the object 
which it adores. © When you glorify the 
Lord,“ ſays the ſon of Syrach,“ exalt 

os him 


deſerves ; but here the ſoul is liable to no 
fears of being diſappointed in its views of 


e 
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« him as much as ye can, for even yet SERM. 
« will: he far exceed; and when ye exalt 
him, put forth all your ſtrength, and be 


not weary, for vou Can never go far 
“ enough.“ 


Some there may be, who are e unwilling 
to indulge themſelves in theſe ardors 


of devotion, and from an inward dread 


of extravagance and wildneſs of mind, 


wiſh to practiſe what they call a rea- 


ſonable ſervice, ſomething that hath no 
connection with the heart and affections, 


and which is ſeated in the underſtanding 
alone. But if there are high feelings, if 
there are ſublime affections within the 


breaſt, ſhall they not be indulged; and 


if they are indulged, what object can be 
ſo proper to excite them, or on whom 


can they be ſo reaſonably placed, as on 
him who gave them, who is himſelf the 


moſt excellent and amiable of all Beings, 
and the only proper object of our moſt 
exalted powers? Certain it is, that he 
who lives in the conſtant and habitual ne- 
glect of theſe divine exerciſes, or who 
practiſes them without the emotions and 
feelings of devotion, muſt be deſtitute of 
true elevation and enlargement of mind, 

muſt 
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SERM. muſt wear ſomething very wrong about 
— the heart; the life and ſpirit of Chriſti- 


anity dwells not there. 


But farther, let us attend to che high 
improvement which ſuch exerciſes na- 
turally produce in every devout charac- 
ter. In theſe exerciſes we lift up our 
ſouls in the warmeſt gratitude to the liv- 
ing God, acknowledging with cheerful- 
neſs of heart the wonders of his unmerit- 
ed bounty and love; and ſurely the ſin- 
cere acknowledgment that he is the Fa- 
ther of lights, the Author and ſource of 
life and being, and all things, muſt create 
within the mind that reaſonable humility, 
which will prevent us from overrating our 


own. good qualities, and give us a full 


ſenſe of our entire dependence upon him 
for all that we now enjoy, or expect here- 
after. From deyout addreſſes to God, 


and ſolemn intercourſe with him, may we 


not naturally expect to receive that tranſ- 
forming influence, which will mould our 
ſouls to the reſemblance of his high and 


all: perfect character? We all know, that, 


in the courſe of human life, every wiſe 
and good man accounts. it one of the beſt 
| ingredients 


ON DEVOTION» 


203 


ingredients in earthly happineſs to be SE RM 


intimately connected with a perſon by 


whoſe wiſe diſcernment, and worthy ex- 
ample, he may be improved in wiſdom 
and in virtue. Do we not moſt natural- 
ly learn the very ſtyle, adopt the ſenti- 
ments, and draw into our own character 
the moſt indifferent habits of thoſe whom 


we venerate as wile, and with whom we 


live as friends? In like manner, by culti- 
vating ſociety and friendſhip with this 
all-perfet Being, we acquire. a reſem- 
blance to thoſe qualities which ſhine with 
infinite ſplendor in his illuſtrious Image; 
and © beholding,”” with devout eyes, all 


© his glory, are changed into the ſame 


image, from glory to glory, as by the 
« Spirit of the Lord.“ Thus, muſt there 
not naturally ſpring up within the. heart 


the moſt comprehenſive charity to man- 


kind; a tender feeling of their pains ; le- 
nity; to their faults ; indulgence to all who 
differ from us in opinion; and forgive- 
neſs of all who have done us wrong? For, 
Who is the God whom we adore? No par- 
tial friend, no limited benefactor; but 

| the 


= - X 


... 


| 
| 


— 


- 
Ny n 5 
— — E 
— —— 3 


— OTE 
* 


NN 


— IE. i, 
BEAW DH dn. >a 


CULPIRO oe 


ty _ 22 228 2 
— 2 .. 5 
2 
N 


7 g's 


NE CT Ee” 
- 3 1 S 
i Ve TOE 


rn — 
rr 
2 


r 
— —— 
r ee 


—— 


2 —ä—— Lé— re —— 3 
> a — PRI * — 1 7 rn 
1 2 ** 5 5 — r . <= 
: PE. "TR Oe” 7 o PS; n Kant «<= 2 * . 2 as Ee rag 4 
-- 1 r . — . my - be 1 Z <p Raw has * 5 
8 <TD. * I EARS © 5 5 — F * 
— 4 2 2 ͤ en 


* 
— 


— 


D 
PL; 


— ADE SET 


— ww WM 
* IC * FL. 
FE PP 


204 


ON DEVOTION. © - 


Y s ERM. the common Father and Friend of all; 
= »—— who hath made of one blood all nations 


that dwell upon the face of the earth, and 


who commands his ſun to ſhine, and his 


rain to fall, on the juſt and unjuſt. Hence 


| we muſt naturally look upon our fellow 


creatures, amidſt all their wants and in- 
firmities, with a moſt favourable and com- 
paſſionate eye; as thoſe who depend upon 


the ſame Providence ; who are upheld by 


the ſame Arm ; who ſhare in the ſame 


common happineſs, and are in all reſpects 


equally allied to the ſame Father. What 


conſideration, indeed, ſo effeQual, to 


unite all the worſhippers of God in the 


cloſeſt ties of affection to each other, and 
to raiſe them above the power of every 
malevolent diſpoſition, which is ſo oppo- 


ſite to the nature of that Supreme Being, 


- who is love unbounded, and unalloyed ? 


Let not deyotion then, in any of its ex- 
erciſes, be thought to have the moſt di- 
ſtant tendency to draw a gloom over the 
mind ; to plant a frown upon the coun- 


tenances of men, or to ſour and contract 


the heart. Tf that has. ſometimes been 
obſerved, 


—_— ET 


ON DEVOTION. 


obſerved, let no prejudice be drawn from 
thence againſt theſe ſacred exerciſes : 
Charge it not upon them; but let it; be 
imputed to its proper cauſe ; to ſome very 
great diſorder in the underſtanding, or to- 
| ſome peculiarly bad quality in the tem- 
per of the heart. It is the true and real 
influence of devotion, to {weeten the 
tempers of men; to render them generous 
and humane; to give to the ſoul the moſt 
enlarged and animating views; and by 
educating it in true piety, to render it 
wiſe with regard to its everlaſting in- 


tereſts, and peaceful and compoſed in its 


preſent ſituat ion. 


Upon the whole, let us ever 4 to 


dwell in the courts of God; to adore his 
Divine Majeſty in the public ſervices of 
his temple; animated with that genuine 
piety, which alone can render the 
thoughts of the Divine preſence pleaſant 
and agreeable to the ſoul of man, and 
procure the reciprocal regards of heaven. 
We ſhall conclude with the words of Job: 
* If thou return to the Almighty, thou 
9 ſhalt be built up. Thou ſhalt put 
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2 * away iniquity far from thy tabernacles ; 
— chen ſhall the Almighty be thy defence: 
„ thou ſhalt have thy delight in him, 
and lift up thy face unto God. Thou 
« ſhalt make thy prayer unto him, and 
he ſhall hear 2885 * thou ſhalt pay 
6 nd vows.“ 
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SERMON XII. 
| ON THE EXAMPLE OF CHRIST. 


— 


IT PETER il. 21. 


Lui us an example, that ye ſhould | 


follow his ſteps. 


HEN the upright and untainted 


mind applies itfelf to the ſerious 
conſideration of the Chriſtian religion, 
it immediately acknowledges that it 
conveys the moſt ſacred and ſalutary 
truths which were ever publiſhed to the 
ear of man; and perceives that all its 
parts are intimately and neceſſarily 
connected, contributing their united in- 
fluence to reform the hearts, and to 

| _ elevate 
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ON THE EXAMPLE OF CHRIST. 


elevate the hopes of men. It is. the 
power of God, and the wiſdom of God, 


to enlighten our ignorance; to reform 


our corruptions; to break aſunder the fa- 
tal yoke of ſin and folly; and to unite us 


to God, our ſovereign good. But, to the 


honour of this ſublime ſyſtem, it muſt be 
farther obſerved, that, beſides the intrin- 
fic merit and excellence of its diſcoveries 
and precepts, it contains another advan- 
tage totally peculiar to itſelf. It doth 


not content itſelf with delineating the no- 


bleſt rules for the conduct of life, which 
might perhaps only gain the cold and un- 
affecting approbation of the mind; but, to 


all the precepts which it inculcates, it ſu- 


peradds the higheſt dignity, energy, and 
obligation, by. exhibiting a character in 
which they are fully diſplayed, and regu- 


larly drawn forth into practice. It directs 
us to contemplate the Author and Finiſher 


of our faith, who, while he ſojourned up- 
on earth, appeared in all the beauties of 
grace and truth; exemplifying all his 
laws in every ſtep of his conduct ; and 
eſtabliſhing a viſible pattern of every vir- 
tue for the imitation of the world. Let 

us 
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us begin with dbſerving; in general, the SERM. 
great ſuperiority of this to every other 
example. If we are properly acquainted 
with the preſent ſtate of human nature, 

we will be fully convinced of its frailty "i 
and corruption, and will deſpair of ever 1 
finding, in this condition of weakneſs and 
infirmity, a perfect pattern of innocence; 
Even in thoſe perſons whom we are ac- 
cuſtomed to look upon with admiration, 
and to conſider as the ſtandards of vwiſ- f 
dom and excellence, there are many ble: © 
miſhes to be found: Theſe blemiſhes, |] 
however, are concealed from our view, 
or even conſecrated to our minds, by that 
ſtrong veneration we have learned to pay 
to their general character. Thus, when 
we form a ſtrict friendſhip, which'is found- | 
ed on the eſteem of any particular perſon, 4 
and fix upon his example as the object of | 
our imitation, from that very moment, 
there is no feature in his character which 
we will be diſpoſed to reckon indifferent ; 
becauſe our paſſions become ſtrongly in- 
tereſted, and blind the judgment. Hence, 
unleſs we are e ſingularly acute, unleſs we 
O exerciſe 
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5ERM. exerciſe a very peculiar degree of diſcern- 
ment, we. are in great danger of being 


— 


miſled, and, along with thoſe perfections 


which deſerve our eſteem, may be ready 


to adopt the defects which: we ought to 


avoid. Here then appears the ſuperior 
value and excellence of the example of 
the Son of God, — an example totally free 
from thoſe errors or follies which run 


through the conduct of the beſt of men. 


Here is to be found every good quality, 


untainted, unmixed, and unallayed. Here 


are to be found all the graces and virtues 
collecting their ſtrongeſt heat, and ſpread- 
ing their brighteſt luſtre, to fire the ſoul 


with a virtuous ardour ; to enlighten and 


direct the path of life. 

It is another obvious advantage of this 
example, that it is calculated to extend 
its influence to all the world. The fituation 


in which our Saviour appeared to exhibit 


this example was wiſely choſen for the pur- 
poſe. He appeared. not in thoſe affluent 


and exalted circumſtances in which there 


may be little opportunity of diſplaying 
the exerciſe of the moſt ſubſtantial, and, 
at 
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at the ſame time, the moſt difficult graces, ERM. 
» * | f 4 9 | XII. 
or in which the benefit of his pattern 


would have been confined to the ſmalleſt 
part of the world; but in thoſe. more 
mean and humble ſcenes of life, which 
conſtitute the general lot of men, where 
his example might have the moſt exten- 
ſive influence, and fuit moſt effectually 


the preſent condition and neceſſities of 


human nature. 
Loet us now proceed to ſelect, 995 the 


numerous graces which adorned the cha- 


racer of our Redeemer, a few of the moſt 


important. And here it will ſurely be 


almoſt unneceſſary to obſerve, becauſe it 


muſt be obvious to the reflection of every 


mind, that it is not every branch of that 
character which we are required to imi- 
tate. His ſupernatural operations, the ex- 
ertions of Divinity, by which he proved 
himſelf the Son of God with power, theſe 
were the diſplays of eſſential perfection, 
peculiar to the Deity himſelf, incommuni- 
cable to his creatures, and after which it 
would imply the higheſt degree of pre- 
ſumption and impiety in us to aſpire. 
The great line in which we are to follow 
1 WS the 
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— in the practice of thoſe diſtinguiſhed: vir- 


tues which adorned his character, and 
which conſtituted it the ſtandard of mo- 
ral excellence. And ſurely ſuch a diſ- 
play of all the beauties of holineſs muſt 
throw the moſt ſacred radiance upon the 
perſon of the Redeemer, and conftitute 
its true Divinity, in the eſtimation of all 
the wiſe, the worthy, and diſcerning __ 


| of the world. 


The firſt feature of this kind ack we 


take notice of, is his piety to God. Dear 


was ever this affection to his heart : An 
affection which diſcovered itfelf with the 


firſt dawnings of reaſon, when he was 


found delighting in the worſhip and ſer- 
vice of God in the temple. It was his 
meat and drink, the great conſolation of 
his whole life, to withdraw his thoughts 


from this buſy and giddy ſcene; to 


give up his mind to pions and heavenly 
contemplation ; to reſign himſelf to the 
ſublime raptures of devotion. His piety, 
though warm and ardent, was not ungo- 


yernable and impetuous, or fickle and un- 


ſteady. 
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Ready. His temper was ever calm, and S ERIE 
peaceful, and ſerene, ſuch as might na-. W 
turally be expected to take place within 
a mind rejoicing in thoſe bleſſed exer- 
ciſes, whole natural effect is not to ſour 
and corrupt the heart, but to improve its 
moſt excellent feelings; to mould it to 
the image and likeneſs of that God whom 
we adore ; to render it merciful, and ge- 
nerous, and humane, like him who is the 
great ſource of love. Are there any, then, 
who look upon devotion as a light, a 
trivial, an indifferent branch of religious 
duty? Are there any who, from an in- 
ward dread of enthuſiaſm, or wildneſs of 
mind, cooly determine to practiſe what 
they call a reaſonable ſervice, ſomething 
that hath no connection with the heart 
and affections, but which is feated in the 
underſtanding alone? And, ſhall it be held. 
conſiſtent with reaſon to check thoſe high 
feelings, thoſe ſublime affect ions which 
we are conſcious are wrought into the 
foul of man; or to prevent the courſe of 
their fulleſt exertions towards that Great 
Being, who is their only proper and ade- 
FS = gp! quate 
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s. quate object? Certain it is, that he who 


wn lives in the habitual neglect of theſe ſu- 


blime exerciſes, or Who practiſes them 
with a ſtupid and liſtleſs indifference, 
muſt be chargeable with ſome very eſſen- 
tial defect in the heart ; muſt be an utter 


ſtranger to thoſe feelings which Chriſtia- 
nity labours to inſpire: the life and ſpirit 
of the pious Jeſus 1s not there. 


Another very capital feature in the cha- 
racer of the Redeemer, was his contempt 


of the pomp and vanities of life. The 
Nate in which he appeared did by no 


means correſpond, in the eye of - ſenſe, to 


that dignity which the Jews ſuppoſed to 
be implied in the auguſt character under 


which he was predicted. He was ar- 


rayed with none of that dazzling ſplen- 
dour which might be ſuppoſed to procure 
reverence for him in the minds of thoſe 
men who rejoiced only in the proſpect of 
a temporal majeſty; deſtined, as they ima- 
gined, to eftabliſh and confirm their pre- 
ſent diſpenſation; to increaſe and amplify 


its temporal rewards ; to diſpenſe the 
good things of this world with a ftill 
more liberal en ; to reſtore their 

native 
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native glory; ; to ſhake the Roman throne; 5 SERA 


and to overawe their enemies by the ten- 
Had this been in the 


ror of his arms. 
leaſt conſiſtent with the purpoſes of his 
incarnation, then, undoubtedly, he who 
was the heir of the univerſe ; who was in- 
veſted with an uncontrouled dominion ;-to 
whoſe voice all the elements obſequiouſly 
liſtened 3 who commanded the winds and 
the ſeas,” and they inſtantly obeyed him; 
might have at once taken his ſtation upon 
the higheſt pinnacle of human ambition; 
might have aſſumed to himſelf all the ac- 
cumulated treaſures of this earth, and 
ſhone in all its brighteſt glories. But the 
great Lord from heaven poſſeſſed an heart 
that was infinitely ſuperior to every ſuch 
low enchantment, and too capacious to be 
filled with ſuch phantaſtical and ſnadowy 
bliſs. He manifeſted the moſt intrinſic 
_ greatneſs of mind, by pouring contempt 
on all the enſigns of human pride, and 
trampling under foot all thoſe objects 
which are accounted great and defirable 
by the generality of mankind. The joys 
of this earth, the little vanities which be- 


witch the giddy ſpirit of man, contained 
O4 no 
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ON THE EXAMPLE OF CHRIST. 


SERM. no charm for the Son of God. The humble 
— vale of life he choſe to dignify by his 


own example, and trod, for our benefit, 
the difficult and ſolitary paths of poverty 
and diſtreſs. Here, then, let us look unto 
Jeſus ; let us derive from this part of his 
character an argument for patience, and 
a ſource of 'confolation under thoſe ſitua- 
tions which men are ready to account ſo 


grievous. Art thou in poor and indigent 
circumſtances ? remember that peeviſh 


complaints on this head, proceeding from 


the mouth of a Chriſtian, afford a ſtrong 


{ſuſpicion that his mind is too much cap- 


tivated with the deceitful glare of the 


world, and the things of the world, and 
has unhappily contracted that friendſhip 
with them which is enmity to his God. 


Art thou diſcontented with thy condition, 


diſlatisfied with the low fphere allotted to 
thee by Providence, intoxicated with high 


notions of earthly greatneſs and riches, 


and devoured with envy of thoſe who pol- 
ſeſs them? believe it, ſuch fentiments can 
never correſpond to the temper which be- 
longs to the diſciples of Him, whoſe heart 
was totally alienated from all the gaudy 

deceits 
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deceits of life, and whoſe glory conſiſted SER. 
in contemning ſuch empty toys. Be per ö 
ſuaded, that in order to become a real i = 
friend and follower of Jeſus, thou muſt [| 
enter, with more alacrity, into his ſenti- b 
ments, and turn away thine eyes from 
viewing the vanities of life, to acquire | 
thoſe ſubſtantial virtues Which adorned [1 
the Saviour, and which the moſt abject 3 
ſituation in life cannot exclude thee from 
diſplaying. ' Put on the Lord Teſus | 
© Chriſt.” Put on his humility, and iv | 
ſhall clothe thee. His grace ſhall be tro 
thee as a robe, and as a diadem. 1 
Another moſt important feature in this 
illuſtrious character was, the ardour of his 
benevolence. The very object of his ap- 
pearance upon earth, and of all the la- 
bours of love which he accompliſhed here 
below, exhibit to our view a picture of 
benevolence, ſuperior to any thing which 
the eye hath ſeen, or the heart of man 
can properly conceive. * Scarcely for a 
“ righteous man will one die; peradven- 
* ture for a good man ſome will even 
dare to die; but in this he commended = 
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8 ſinners, and enemies to God by wicked 
* works, he died for us, the Juſt for the 
* unjuſt, that he might bring us unto 


_ © God.””—*© He went about continually 


doing good.” From him no calamity 


departed unrelieved ; no ſuppliant who 
did not receive the requeſted boon. He 
made bare the arm of Omnipotence ; ne- 
ver to gratify the vain and idle curiofity 
of men, far leſs to hurl the thunders of 
Divine vengeance on the heads of his 


enemies; but to reſtore to the cheerful 


light of day the eyes of the blind, to heal 


the diſeaſed, and to raiſe the dead to life. 


Here, then, let us look unto Jeſus, con- 
templating, with a ſteady eye, this endear- 


ing feature of Divinity, till our hearts 


become fully enamoured with its beauty, 
and learn to catch ſomething of the ſame 
Divine ſpirit. If we are duly affected by 
this noble contemplation, will not every 
principle of malevolence naturally wither 
and die within the breaſt, andevery tender 


emotion riſe and flouriſh with peculiar 


grace and beauty? From this Divine pat- 


tern, we will immediately learn wherein 
our true inperiority and greatneſs muſt 
5 conſiſt: 


t 
1 
1 


| | [] 
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conſiſt; and ſtudy to acquire that eleva- SERM: | 
tion of mind, which may raiſe our views ——— | 
above all thoſe leſſer objects, that are ſo ; 


foreign to our nature. We will conſider 
the warm feelings of benevolence, and 
an activity in generous conduct, as our 
moſt eminent diſtinction; becauſe it ren- 
ders us like to Him, who, though he was 
the Son of the Higheſt, condeſcended to 
become the humble and afflicted Son of 
man, that he might lead a life full of an 
uninterrupted ſeries of the moſt beneficent 
deeds. | | 
The laſt feature of his great character 
which we take notice of at preſent, was 
his meekneſs and patience. Trace him 
through all the ſteps of an afflicted and 
miſerable life, and you will find him for- 
tified with all that magnanimity, which 
no face of ſorrow, no engine of adverſity, . 
could ever diſcompoſe. Contemplate Him 
particularly in the laſt and cloſing ſcene 
of life. With what ſerenity and peaceful- 
neſs of mind did he endure the affronts, 
the mockeries, and unparalleled. cruelties 
of men; and even in his | expiring mo- 
ments, invent a charitable: apology: for 
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* his murderers, and employ his laſt breath 
 S— in kind interceſſions for thoſe infatuated 
men who ſhed his blood! Do we then ob- 

ſerve him, in the midſt of the moſt grie- 


vous calamities, with unſhaken complacen- p 
cy, acquieſcing in the will of his Father, T 
which he was invincibly determined to : 
fulfil? Do we ſee him, i the midſt of 
the moſt provoking injuries, calm and ſe- 


rene, poſſeſſing thoſe treaſures of cool and 
ſteady peace, which all the impotent ma- 

| lice of the world could never unſettle or 
wreſt from him ? From him, then, let us de- 
termine to learn our duty, to regulate our 
character; and henceforth to conſider 
every appearance of a peeviſh and fretful - 
temper under the corrections of Provi- 
dence, of an inflamable, fiery. and reſent- 
ful ſpirit, as criminal in every man; but 
ſhockingly inconſiſtent in the diſciple of 
an inſulted and crucified Saviour; of the 
meek and patient Lamb of God. 

Thus, we have conſidered ſome of thoſe 
divine graces which adorned the charac- 
ter of the great Author and Finiſher of 
our faith. Thus did Jeſus live, and thus 
he died; and in his life, and in his death, 
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hath drawn forth to light every amiable SE ** 
affection that can claim our eſteem and 
love. If his character is not diſtinguiſh- 
ed by thoſe ſpecious and dazzling quali- 
ties, which are often moſt dangerous and 
detrimental to the world, but which ex- 
cite the wonder of unthinking men, it ex- 
hibits ornaments infinitely more real, and 
recommends to our imitation qualities 
more truly great and generous. The 
giddy and undiſcerning world may ſhout 
forth their wild acclamations to that vic- 
- torious monarch, who ſhakes the king- 
doms, and makes the world a wilderneſs; 
whoſe pride and ambition have laid waſte 
the earth; whoſe path is marked with the 
thickeſt carnage; and whoſe ſword is 
| ſtained with the blood of thouſands : But 
the ſober and worthy mind will rejoice 
and triumph in the contemplation of that 
peaceful Meſſiah, whoſe majeſty is ſoften- 
ed with the moſt attractive ſmiles of 
tender compaſſion and anxious love ; who 
comes to raiſe his faithful ſubjects to the 
nobleſt bleſſings; and prepares them for 
thoſe enjoyments, by correcting their 
tempers; by checking the ravages of envy 
= and 
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SERM. and ambition; by {ſoothing the turbulence _ cr! 
— of every rude paſſion ; and by DOG po 
the world to peace and reſt, di 

But to draw to a concluſion. 1 us gu 

lift our eyes from that low eſtate: in {& 

which he appeared, as the pattern for our E 

ſteps, and conſider Him as no longer the i 
humble and afflicted Jeſus of Nazareth, wo 

but as the Lord of glory, and the il- 5 
luſtrious Prince of life. Though he hath 8 

now aſcended'to his God and our God, to 


his Father and our Father, he hath not | 
left this world benighted, friendleſs, or 
forlorn. The ſacred rays of his grace 
fill thine around all his diſciples, and his 
miniſtering. ſpirits perpetually befriend 
them. He who hath pointed out the 
path of duty, who hath marked it by 
his own peculiar example, from the refi- 
dence of his glory, ſtill urgeth, on the 
Chriſtian's attentive ear, the conſolations 
of his love. © Fear not, I have prayed 
the Father, and he ſhall ſend the Com- 
forter to guide thee unto all truth. My 
grace ſhall be ſufficient for thee, my 
ſtrength ſhall be made perfect in thy 
* weakneſs,” And to quicken our ala- 
ES crity, 
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crity, and inflame our pious ambition, he SERM. 
oints to the celeſtial rewards of virtue, Mn 

directing the eye of faith to thoſe diſtin- 

guiſhed ſeats which are reſerved for his 

ſtedfaſt and zealous followers. To them 

He thus addreſſeth himſelf: © In my Fa- 

«* ther's houſe are many manſions ; here I 

prepare a place for you. To him that 

© oyercometh, will I grant to fit down . 

in this kingdom of my Father, even as 

« I have overcome, and am ſet down with 

© him on his throne.” Animated by this 

joyful proſpect, let us gird up the loins 

« of our minds, and run with patience the 

race that is ſet before us, looking unto 

« Teſus, the Author and Finiſher of our 

16 faith. . ; of 
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S ERMON XIII. 


& RELIGIOUS TRANQUILLITY. = 


Joan xiv. 27. 


Peace ] leave with you, my peace I give unte 


you ; not as the world giveth, give I unto. 


you. Let not your heart be troubled, nei- 
ther let it be afraid. 


© 


$ERM. UR Lord was now about to offer up 


— . — his life as an expiation and atone- 


ment for the fins of men. He fore- 


ſaw that this would prove a ſad and diſ- 
mal event to his own diſciples, who ap- 
peared hitherto to have little apprehen- 
ſion of their Maſter's ſufferings, but ra- 
ther dreamed of much preſent pomp and 

-- hanour 


a % 
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- honour to diſtinguiſh the perſon of the. SERM. 
XIII. 

Meſſiah, and to reward his favourites. GE 
For this reaſonſhe graciouſly condeſcended | 
to comfort and fortify their minds againſt” 

the coming trial, by explaining at great 

length the intention of his ſufferings, and 
ſetting before them the precious bene- 

fits which ſhould from thence reſult to 

them in particular, and to all Chriſtians 

in general. 

In the words which lie before us, he 
addreſſes them with all the tender endear- 
ments of the moſt affectionate love; and 
like a kind departing friend, bequeathes 
to them his beſt bleſſing. _ 

In diſcourfing from them, I am natural- 
ly led to inquire into the nature of this 
gift of Jeſus, and to illuſtrate its ſuperio- 
rity to all the gifts which it is in the 
power of this world to beſtow. 

This world, what is it, but a ſcene of 
much vanity and deluſion, a rank field, 
where cares, vexations, and diſappoint- 
ments grow thick and numerous? Does 
it court thy fond unwary heart, and 
ſpread” before thee all its ampleſt trea- 
ſures as the beſt inheritance of man? 

N Vew 
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ERM. View, with cool and ſteady eyes, the gifts 
XIII. 
Which it preſents, and ſay, if they were 
ever found, in experience, to communi- 
cate that ſatisfaction which they promiſe; 
or if all its accumulated poſſeſſions can 
be ſuppoſed ſufficient to ſatisfy the large 
deſires of the heart. Wretched, indeed, | 
muſt. be the ſituation of that man, ihe: 
chooſes . to tread in the path of, folly 
and vanity; who has betaken himſelf to 
worldly purſuits, and; laid, hold on, theſe 
as his ſole and ultimate portion. Ha- 
ving alienated himſelf from God, and 
devoted himſelf to this world, he has for 
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iþ ever renounced all peace and felicity of 

j mind. He falls in love with ſomething | 

| on the road, which appears fair and pro- 
| miſing at a diſtance, but which withers and 

l dies upon the touch. A ſucceeding at- 

| tainment, it is expected, will give that 

| pleaſure which was vainly hoped for from 

| mme former; but the paſſions turn ſtrong- 
„ er and more fierce, the deſires and appe- 

if tites increaſe and multiply, Aa thouſand. 

l artificial wants and neceſlities are. intro- 

li duced into the mind, and the whole ſoul 

il is at laſt inflamed, and ſcorched with that 

j « | | | thirſt 
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thirſt which is never gratified; and 8 


far from being abated, is rather increaſed 


by. the pleaſures it reachethi The far- 
ther he wanders from God, and from his 
duty, the deeper doth he plunge himſelf 
into miſery and wretchedneſs; and eve- 
ry ſucceſſive. ſtep leads to ſome freſh 
ſcene of woe, until he is involved in in- 
tricate and perplexed mazes, from hence 
his retreat becomes difficult or deſperate, 
and where numberleſs dreadful forms per- 
petually ariſe to inſult and terrify his mind. 
' The miſery: of thoſe Who walk by 
fight, and not by faith, who lead a life of 
ſenſe and guilt, is thus emphatically de- 


ſcribed in the ſacred writings:“ The 


ay of the tranſgreſſor is hard, he tra- 


velleth with pain all his days. Trouble. 
“ and anguiſh prevail againſt him. Ter- 


„ rors make him afraid on every ſide. A 


Lord giveth him a trembling heart, 


„failing of eyes, and ſorrow of mind. 


How often is the candle of the wicked 
ſuddenly put out! God diſtributeth ſor- 
$ rows in his anger, and maketh him to 
„ drink of the wrath of the Almighty. 
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For this is the portion of a wicked man, 
and this the heritage appointed him by 
„% God.” Doſt thou then labour for real 


peace of mind? Fruitleſs is the ſearch for 


it in the deceitful abodes of folly, of 


worldly enjoy ments, or unhallowed plea- 
ſures. Deſpair of ever finding it in any 


corner of this corrupted ſpot of earth. 


It reſides in heaven. It is the offspring 


of goodneſs. It is the property of the 


diſciple of Jeſus, who wins it from its 


celeſtial abode, and fixes' it in his heart 
by piety alone. For him his Maſter 
hath provided that ineffable peace and 


eſtabliſhment of mind, which cometh 


from God, which ſtrangers intermeddle 


not with, which paſſeth all underſtand- 


ing. Here is a happineſs ſuited to 


the nature, and adequate to the feelings 
and deſires of his ſoul. The joys reſult- 
ing from the favour of Ged, and the 
teſtimony of a good conſcience, ani- 


mate and brighten every region of his 
heart; and through every ſtep of life, 


that ſettled calm which virtue inſpires 


into the breaſt, | that inward ſerenity 
which compoſeth the mind, renders his 


ſleep 
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ſleep ſweet, and yields him a continual SER. i 
feaſt. Reconciled to God and to his own p i 
heart, in full friendſhip with himſelf, he | 1 
poſſeſſeth that peace, which is totally in- 
dependent of this world, and of all thoſe 
cowardly arts of diſſipation, from which 
others derive a feveriſh and momentary 
delight, He has no occaſion to plunge in- 
to the noiſe and buſtle of the world, to 
drown the uneaſy returns of thought. He 
dreads not to converſe with himſelf. Soli- 
tude is his friend ; retirement is his ſo- | Wo 
lace. With pleaſure he withdraws from 5 in | f ; 
the hurry of life, and contemplates the | Ii = 
beauties which dwell at home. He liſtens To 
with rapture to the kind whiſpers of his 
conſcience, and welcomes the images 
which his memory preſents. 
Beſides, that peace which the world may 
be ſuppoſed to give is moſt capricious, tem- 
porary and uncertain, as the objects on 
which it is founded lie open to continual 
accidents. I ſaw the wicked,” ſays the 
Pſalmiſt, © great in power, ſpreading 
* himſelf like a green bay tree; but I 
A paſſed, and lo! he was not; yea I 1 
2 * fought him diligently, but he could not fl 
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© be found.” How does he build his 


e 10 comely ſtructure of happineſs on the moſt 


ſandy foundation; and when the ' winds 


of affliction blow, when the inevitable 
ſtorm of death beats upon it, that houſe 


muſt fall, and great indeed muſt be the 
fall thereof. For his peace, his joy, his 
happineſs, and his all, lie buried in its 
ruins. Moſt elegantly, too, does Job de- 
ſcribe this inſtability of the wicked man's 
peace. His hope ſhall be cut off; his 
« truſt ſhall be the ſpider's web. He ſhall 
“ lean upon his houſe, but it cannot ſtand. 


He may hold it faſt, but it cannot en- 


8 
But the ſupreme excellency of this ſa- 
cred gift will particularly appear, if we 
conſider how admirably it correſponds to 
the preſent neceſſities of human nature, 
and how well ſuited it is to give relief to 
the heart in all thoſe ſeaſons where hu- 
manity lifts its moſt urgent voice for aid 
and conſolation.” A ſpirit ſunk under the 
conſciouſneſs of, guilt, wounded with the 
ſtings of felficondemnation, and alarmed 
with apprehenſions of the Divine Wrath, 
is certainly the moſt inſufferable evil in 


human 
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human life. It is an evil which muſt cor- ER 
rupt the reliſh of all earthly enjoyments, Canned i 
Which, While! it remains in the mind, muſt P 
render every preſent. ſatisfaction taſteleſs A 


and inſipid. It is a burden which no 
power or dexterity of man can remove or 
alleviate. Can affluence ſeduce the faith- 

ful deputy of God from his office ; ſilence 

his voice, or turn aſide his ſteady and 

impartial laſh? Can the adulations of a 
fawning multitude exorciſe thoſe legions 

of cares which prey upon the vitals of 
the ſinner, and haunt him wherever he 

goes? Can human might contend with the 

Omnipotent, or diſarm his vindictive 

hand of that thunder which is prepared 

for ungodly man, and ready to be hurled 

upon his head ? 

In this fituation, ſhould he 1 to ga- 
ther comfort to his ſoul, by conſulting the 
intimations of nature with reſpect to the 
character and deſigns of God, he is im- 
mediately diſappointed, and gives up the 
ſearch. For great and ſkriking as the de- 
monſtrations of the Divine character are, 

in the natural and moral government of 
the world, Yet ſtill it muſt be confeſſed, 
22 ! that 
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< be found. bY. How does he build Bis 


comely ſtructure of happineſs' on the moſt 


ſandy foundation; and when the winds 


of affliction blow, when the inevitable 
: ſtorm of death beats upon It, that houſe 


muſt fall, and great indeed muſt be the 
fall thereof, For his peace, his joy, his 
happineſs, and :his all, lie buried in its 


ruins. Moſt elegantly, too, does Job de- 
ſcribe this inſtability of the wicked man's 
peace. © His hope ſhall be cut off; his 


« truſt ſhall be the ſpider's web. He ſhall 
e Jean upon his houſe; but it cannot ſtand. 


He may hold it faſt, but it cannot en- 
9 dure.“ 


But the ſupreme erb of this ſa- 
cred gift will particularly appear, if we 
conſider how admirably. it correſponds to 
the preſent neceſſities of human nature, 
and how well ſuited it is to give relief to 
the heart in all thoſe ſeaſons where hu- 
manity lifts its moſt urgent voice for aid 
and conſolation.” A ſpirit ſunk under the 
conſciouſneſs of guilt, wounded with the 
ſtings of felf:condemnarion, and alarmed 
with apprehenſions of the Divine wrath, 
is certainly the moſt inſufferable evil in 


human 
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human life. It is an evil which muſt cor- 
rupt the reliſh of all earthly enjoyments, 
which, while it remains in the mind, muſt 
render every preſent. ſatisfaction taſteleſs 
and ĩuſi pid. It is a burden which no 


power or dexterity of man can remove or 


alleviate. Can affluence ſeduce the faith- 
ful deputy of God from his office; ſilence 
his voice, or turn aſide his fleady and 
impartial laſh? Can the adulations of a 
fawning multitude exorciſe thoſe legions 
of cares which prey upon the vitals of 
the finner, and haunt him wherever he 
goes? Can human might contend with the 


Omnipotent, or diſarm his vindictive 
hand of that thunder which is prepared 


for ungodly man, and ready to be hurled 
upon his head? 3 
In this ſituation, ſhould he ſtrive to ga- 


ther comfort to his ſoul, by conſulting the- 


intimations of nature with reſpect to the 
character and deſigns of God, he is im- 
mediately diſappointed, and gives up the 
ſearch. For great and ſtriking as the de- 
monſtrations of the Divine character are, 
in the natural and moral government of 
the world, Tee ſtill it muſt be confeſſed, 
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that here the ſacred image of God doth 


not appear ſo full and ample ag the neceſ- 
fities of the human ſoul require. Some 


important features of that image it ſtill 


deſiderates. But contemplate the face of 
Jeſus, and you will diſcern it to be“ full 


„of grace and truth.” There the whole 


countenance of God is gloriouſly com- 
plete, and every lineament drawn with the 
moſt exquiſite proportions, which exhibit 


Him at once as the greateſt and the moſt 
amiable'of beings. In Jeſus you behold the 
Deity arrayed with all that majeſty and 


glory which inſpire a ſacred awe and re- 
verence, and, at the ſame time, diſplaying 
thoſe inviting tenderneſſes which excite 
our joy, our rapturous delight; proclaim- 
ing himſelf © the Lord God, merciful and 
** gracious, ſlow to anger, pardoning 1 ini 
« quity, trangreſſion and fin,” To all 
who, by the exerciſe of an hearty repent- 
ance, and true faith, return to the ways 
of God, and of their duty, Jeſus hath re- 
vealed a propitiated Deity ; thus admi- 
niſtering the nobleſt medicine to nature 
in diſtreſs; to exhilarate the ſoul ; to diſ- 


pel the cloud of ſorrow ; to infuſe the oil 
of joy into the mourning ſpirit; to heal 


the 
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the broken heart; and to raiſe up him s ER N. 
| XIII. 
that was bowed down. That compaſ- — 
ſionate Saviour, who, in the days of his 
fleſh, made bare the arm of Omnipotence 
to heal the diſeaſed, to raiſe the dead to 
life, hath now become the ſkilful phyſi- 
cian, who poſſeſſeth the ſpiritual balſam 
to heal the wounds of conſcience, to cure 
the fevers of the ſoul, and to compoſe. in- 
to peace and reſt all its tumultuous fears. 
« How beautiful upon the mountains are 
« the feet of Him that bringeth peace, 
that publiſheth ſalvation ! Break forth 
« into ſinging all ye people, for God hath 
* yifited his people, he hath: redeemed 
« Teruſalem. He hath made bare his 
« holy arm in the eyes of all the nations; 
« and all the ends of the earth have ſeen 
the ſalvation of our God.” Well doth 
it become us then to attune our voices to 
that ſong of triumph, which forms the 
perpetual occupation of the ranſomed of 
the Lord, who have entered into the Zion $ 
above, and with ardour and true devotion | 
to ſhew forth the praiſes of Him who 
c hath waſhed us from our ſins in his own 
„blood, and made us kings and. prieſts 
“ unto 
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e unto God * wks from the depths of 
our fears hath recovered us to the capa- 
city of entering into friendſhip with our 
Creator, in whoſe favour is our life; and 
whoſe loving-kindneſs ' is better than life. 
Again: Amidſt the multitude and va- 
riety of evils, which are the inheritance 
of human nature, the peace of Jeſus alone 
is able to ſuſtain the ſoul. In theſe fitua- 
tions, how wretched, friendlefs, and for- 
lorn, muſt that man be, who depends for 
his ſupport upon the peace which this 
world gives ! Can the moſt liberal profu- 
ſion of its gifts grant an exemption from 
the natural calamities of life, or admini- 
ſter any ſuitable ſolace to the heart when 
under the preſſure of theſe evils ? A dark 
and diſmal cloud muſt then dwell upon 
the mind, through which the world can 
dart no ray of light or comfort. But, 
does not the religion of Jeſus reffect a full 
light upon the whole conſtitution of na- 
| ture, and enable us, in the moſt ſatisfy- 
R | ing manner, to account for all thoſe difi- 
culties in che adminiſtration of God Which 
the vain and conceited reaſon of man Was 
ready to arraign as ſo many blemiſhes in 
5 
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His illuſtrious character? Enlightened by 
the inſtructions of Chriſtianity, we are 
led to confider this world, not in 4 de- 
tached and ſeparate point of view, but as 
the beginning of life, the dawning of 
exiſtence ; as bearing a cloſe and intimate 
reference to a more perfect ſtate of things. 
If we keep this principle ſteadily i in our 
minds, how many of the ways and deal- 
ings of God will it vindicate to man! 
Our ſentiments will immediately alter 
with reſpect to the real value of the ſeve- 


ral diſtributions of Providence; and thoſe 


things which are now named calamities, 
will be converted into the higheſt bleſ- 
ſings, when they are conſidered in their 
| proper light, as the inſtruments of advan- 
cing the higheſt good of man, the capaci- 
ties and endowments of that mind which 
is appointed to ſurvive this tranſitory and 
periſhing ſcene. TA 

| Beſides, to the faithful diſciple of Jeſus 
are appropriated the refreſhing communi- 
cations of Divine grace, ſufficient to en- 
able him to bear his preſent burdens, and 
to fill his ſoul with unſpeakable conſola- 
tion, To him belongs the promiſe, that 
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ON RELIGIOUS TRANQUILLITY. 


© God will be with him in trouble.“ And 
how much is implied in the favourable 
preſence of the Almighty, which the righ- 
teous have reaſon to look for in all adver- 
ſity ? Or what external calamity can great- 
ly diſquiet that man, who is allowed to 
rejoice in the protection of ſo powerful a 
comforter? The great Father of all ſpi- 
rits maintains a cloſe and intimate con- 


nection with the righteous. His eternal 


benevolence ſympathizeth with all their 
ſorrows. With a gentle and lenient hand 
he can ſmooth every rough tempeſtuous 


care that rageth upon the ſurface of the 


ſoul, and make peace, and light, and joy, 


to {ſpring up in every corner of the heart. 


But farther; the diſciple of Jeſus is com- 
forted with the happy proſpect of an end 


to all his ſufferings, of a complete and 
final deliverance from all adverſity. Hence 


he is enabled to riſe ſuperior to the dread 
of death, that event which ſhall effectual- 
ly try the peace of the mind, which ſhall 
reduce the fortitude of every heart to its 
proper teſt. It is not in the power of this 
world to ward off that eyent, or to ſecure 
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which careſſed and fawned upon us au- 
ring the proſperous ſunſhine of life; like 
treacherous” friends, muſt abandon ' us in 
the night of darkneſs, and give us up a 
prey to this mercileſs enemy. Piety alone, 
though it cannot ſecure us from this ine- 
vitable fate of mortality, is able to fill 
the ſoul with much peace at the proſpect 
of its approach; to ſmooth the pillow of 
the dying Chriſtian:; to refreſh and ſolace 
his departing ſpirit. His confidence is in 
that Jeſus, who hath himſelf taſted of 
death; who is the reſurrection and the 
life; who hath ſanctified and conſecrated 
the grave for all his followers, and ren- 
dered it the paſſage to glory unchange- 
able and endleſs. Though, therefore, thou 
art now toſſed on the ſtormy ocean of 
life, thy danger great, and thy fate ſe- 
vere; long it cannot laſt. Jeſus, by the 
light of life, hath diſcovered to thee the 
port of eaſe, the happy refuge from every 
tempeſt, where all thy paſt ſufferings ſhall 
be forever forgotten, or where the me- 
mory of them ſhall only ſerve to increaſe 

thy 


the eſtabliſhment of the mind at its ap- 28 
proach. Thoſe tempting, lying vanities, 
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thy felicity. The righteous know, and are 
firmly perſuaded, that as Daniel remained 
all night ſafe in the lions den, ſo they, in 
the night of death, ſhall lie down in peace, 


and take their quiet reſt, Their God ſhall 


ſend his angel and ftop the mouth of that 
devouring lion. In the morning of the 
reſurrection, they ſhall be taken out of 
that den, entire and untouched, and riſe 
to the poſſeſſion of a ſerene, unclouded, 


and. everlaſting, day. 


Hence we are led to „ FR 1 


efficacy of this, ſacred gift of Jeſus to for- 


tify the heart, in the laſt, the moſt ſo- 
lemn, and the concluding ſcene of all. A 


period there is, fixed in the eternal re- 


cords of Providence, when this Jeſus ſhall 
deſcendyyin ineffable pomp and majeſty, 
with the voice of the Archangel, and with 
the trump. of God, to decide upon the cha- 


racters of men, and to diſtribute the due 


rewards of their different deeds. At that 


ſeaſon, what can this world give to inſpire 
confidence into the breaſt, or to ſecure 


the favour of the Almighty Judge? This 


world, with all its fantaſtical ornaments, 
with all its boaſted delights, the fond ad- 
miration 
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miration of infatuated, men, ſhall- then SER M u. 


riſe in one general blaze, and vaniſh f into wnr= 


ſmoke. What ſhall then avail the charms 
of pomp and ambition? The tremenduous 
conqueror, ho thook the kingdoms; who 
made the world. A wilderneſs. behold him 
on that awful day. No acclamations ſig- 
nify his approach : No laurels adorn his 
brow. The common Parent of all re- 
ſpecteth not the, perſons | of men. W ith 
one impartial glance he ſhall ſurvey. all 
his children; nor, will he then acknow- 
ledge any diſtinction, but What integrity 
and virtue give. "Candies piety ſhall, 
then inſpire t the breaſt with an honeſt con- 
fidence, and. adorn the countenance with. 
a radiant luſtre. © With rapture and exul- 
tation ſhall the righteous then ſpring forth 
to meet their Saviour, as one who comes 
to put them in poſſeſſion of their beſt 
hopes, and to crown them with joy un- 
ſpeakable and full of glory. 

And what can I ſay more to allure you 
to come to ſeſus, that ye may find reſt 
and peace unto your ſouls. To whom in- 
deed can we come, but unto Him, in whoſe 
hand it is to give peace and | TIE unto all ; 


and 
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and if he give quietneſs, who can make 
trouble? 
Upon the Whole: Do we value the 


| peace and ſatisfaction of our own minds, 


in all the moſt intereſt ing and alarming 


| periods of our exiſtence, then let it be our 


firm reſolution to connect ourſelves with 
Jefus, the ſole author of conſolation and 
joy. Let us devote our hearts to Him, to 
be moulded and faſhioned by his grace ; 
to be animated with that inviolable at- 
tachment to his will, that cordial adhe- 


rence to piety and goodneſs, which is 


the true and ſtable foundatiba of inward 
peace, and without which all muſt be fu- 


rious diſorder and miſery within. 
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ü GALATIANS vi. 14. 


But God i firbid that 1 ſhould glory, ſave i in the 
croſs of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, by whom the 


world is crucified unto me, and 1 unto the 
world; | 


* 


5 HE ſmalleſt acquaintarice with the” SEAM. 


_ hiſtory of the Jews is ſufficient to —— 
convince us, that they were, in general, 


remarkably attached to their religious 
opinions, and zealouſly tenacious of all 
thoſe external privileges, by which they 
were diſtinguiſhed as the peculiar fa- 
yourites of heayen. The inſtitutions of 
Q- their 
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their law they regarded not as the ſha- 


dows of better things to come, and only 
of a temporary continuance and force, 
but as the ſpecial appointment of God 
himſelf; and they were conſequently diſ- 
poſed to view them as containing ſome- 
thing of a moral nature, and as of per- 


petual validity and obligation. For this 


reaſon, the Jewiſh converts, who. could 
not diveſt themſelves of their deep rooted 
prejudices, were highly offended at the 
ſimplicity of Chriſtianity, and ſt ill perſiſted 
to maintain the influence of the ancient 
diſpenſation. This doctrine had been in- 
duſtriouſly and fervently propagated 
among the Galatians by thoſe falſe teach- 


ers, who inculcated, upon every convert- 
to Chriſtianity, the neceſlity of a com- 


pliance with circumciſion, and other ce- 
remonial appointments. 


To confute this opinion, and to repre- 


ſent the true nature and deſign of the 
Zoſpel-diſpenſation, is the great ſubject of 
this epiſtle. To enforce his argument 


the more, the Apoſtle puts the Galatians 
in mind, in the verſe before the text, of 
the mean and diſhonourable views by 


which 


Ci 
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which ſuch men were influenced; that their 
conduct did not proceed from any inward 
veneration for the law itſelf, whoſe cere- 
monial inſtitutions were now ſuperſeded, 
by the appearance of Chriftianity in the 
world, but from a defire of accommodat- 
ing themſelves to the humour, and of 
infinuating themſelves into the affeQion 
of the-Jews; and thus preſerving and in- 
creaſing their own perſonal credit, and 
influence, and wealth. Full of an ho- 
neſt and virtuous indignation againſt ſuch 
baſe and deteſtable conduct, the Apoſtle 
adds, in the words of the text, But God 
« forbid that I ſhould glory, ſave in the 
« croſs of Chriſt.” I too, might he ſay, 
was once zealous for the traditions of my 
fathers, and devoted to that religion, in 
which I had profited above many of my 
equals in my own nation. But, whatever, 
extravagant fondneſs for theſe my ſpiri- 
tual advantages, I, as a Jew, and par- 
ticularly as a pharaſee, might be ſup- 
poſed to entertain; however, by my ſted- 
faſt and unſhaken adherence to theſe my 
once favourite tenets, I bad indeed a fair 


A and 
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| 2 and promiſing opportunity of adyancing 
Re my fortune, and of adding to that honour 


and reputation, which I had acquired by 


the labour and ſtudy of my life; yet, God 
forbid that I ſhould ever put tlieſe, or 


any other temporal conſiderations, in com- 


petition with the ſacred and falutary 
doctrine of the croſs of Chriſt. For this, 
I willingly renounce and facrifice every 
preſent ſecular advantage. Of this moſt 
merciful diſpenſation of Divine grace, I 


will ever boaſt and glory, as the ſolace of 


my heart, as the ſecurity of my peace, 


and the ſtable foundation of all my beft 


hopes. 
According to this view of the Apoſtle's 
ſentiments, it would be eaſy to illuſtrate 


the propriety of his reſolution to“ glory 


te in the croſs of Chrift,”” or in the Chri- 
ſtian diſpenſation, of which this doctrine 
1s the great foundation, in preference to 
the Jewiſh ceconomy, from. a full con- 
viction of the ſuperior privileges and ad- 
vantages which attendfit. For, whether 
we conſider the ancient diſpenſation in 


its moral appointments, in the nature of 
thoſe rewards and puniſhments which it 


propoſes 
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propoſes, or in the intimations which it 


affords of forgiveneſs to thoſe who fail — 


in the complete performance of their du- 
ty, intimations. ſo extremely neceſſary 
to ſupport the exertions, which at beſt 


muſt be frail and imperfect, we ſhall find = 


that it carries eyident marks of weak- 
neſs and infirmity, and, through its whole 


ſyſtem, gives the cleareſt indications of its 


being only a temporary inſt1 | 
pointed to introduce ſomething far ſupe- 
rior in dignity and perfection, and to give 
place to that which ſhould be more bene- 
ficial in its effects, and more extenſive in 
its influence, It was, accordingly, the 
uniform declaration of all the prophets, 
that © God would {pon gather all nations 
and tongues, who ſhould come and ee 
„his glory; when he ſhould “ finiſh 
825 tranſgreſſion, and make a full reconci: 


* liation for iniquity;“ when © the Re- 


* deemer himſelf ſhould come to Zion,” 
to execute judgment in the earth, © to 
* preach good tidings to the meek, and to 
© bind up the broken heart.“ In general, 
it might eaſily be ſhewn, that the Jewish 
dilpenſation never made any thing en- 
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= Fry PTY till the bringing in of a pi 

better hope did. Chriſtianity is the ſhining P1 
light which ſucceeded that morning - 
dawn, the effulgent ſplendour of the latter, tc 
houſe, which diſpelled all its ſhadows ; 
that better thing to come, of which the v 
former ſyſtem was only typical and figu- fi 
rative. Deſtitute of all external glare, P 


it makes indeed no warm addreſſes to our 
paſſions ; but, ſimple and unadorned, it 
wears the intrinſic characters of grace 
and truth, and claims the regard and af- 
fection of the heart by its inward worth 
and goodneſs ; giving the endearing diſ- 
covery of mercy to our guilty fears; 
pouring the cheerful rays of light around 
all the intricate and perplexed paths of 
life, and opening up all the treaſures of 
heaven, and all the miſeries of hell, to ex- 
cite to virtue, and to deter from fin. 
The ſentiments expreſſed by the Apoſtle 
in the tet, are proper to be adopted by 
Chriſtians in every age. In the follow. 
ing diſcourſe, therefore, I ſhall endeavour 
to ſhew, in the firſt place, how much rea- 
ſon we have to prefer the croſs of Chrift 
to 7 ſource of JN pleaſure or 
0 * 
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profit ; ad then proceed to conſider the 
practical influence of the doctrine of the 
croſs, to crucify the world to us, and us 
to the world, 

In the firſt place, then, I ſhall endea- 
vour to ſhew, what reaſon we have to pre- 


fer the croſs of Chriſt to every ſource of 


preſent pleaſure or profit. 

To ſecure thoſe good things of this life, 
which tend to our felicity and eaſe, ought, 
indeed, to occupy a part of our attention, 
But it is ſeldom neceſſary to put man- 
kind in mind of this; our error common- 
ly lies on the other fide; and what was 
intended to conſtitute a part of our hap- 
pineſs, is generally found to be the only 
object on which we reſt the whole; on 
which we fix the foundation of our joy 
and triumph. But does not daily expe- 
rience convince us of the folly of ſuch a 
conduct? Can theſe beloved goods, in 


their utmoſt profuſion, afford any relief 


to the diſtreſſes of the mind, ox calm the 
juſt and reaſonable fears ariſing from the 
apprehenſions of the wrath of that righte- 
ous Judge, whoſe honour we have vio- 
lated, and whoſe juſtice we have enraged ? 
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be they not always raiſe and inflame, 
— without fatisfying the deſires of the 


heart? Are they not, at beſt, but the 
gaudy deluſions of a ſingle moment, of- 
ten making to themſelves wings and fly- 
ing away; retiring from our firmeſt hold 


by ſtrange and unaccountable accidents, 
and forſaking us finally at that awful pe- 


riod, which God hath appointed to cloſe 
the ſcene of all mortal purſuits, and ter- 
minate every ſcheme of human vanity ? 
It is evidently the croſs of Chriſt which 
forms our only real glory, and which poſ- 
ſeſſes benefits infinitely ſuperiar to all the 
boaſted charms of pomp, of wealth, and 
of ambition. The ſatisfaction offered 
there to the juſtice of God, is a tranſac- 
tion which fills the pious mind with won- 
der and delight ; which it contemplates 
as the chief ſource of its joy, as capable | 
of alleviating and filencing all'its fears, 
and of ſpeaking peace to the penitent 


| and afflicted ſpirit. 


To inflame our hearts with joy, with 
gratitude, and triumph, let us attend 2 
little to the great and invaluable import- 
ance of thoſe ſacred bleſſings Which we 

derive 
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derive from the croſs of Chriſt.. God 
made man at firſt upright. But by re- 
volting from our great Lawgiver, by the 
conſequent depravity of the human heart, 
and by the numerous corruptions of the 


life, we became enemies to God, and the 


children of his wrath, expoſed to the ven- 
geance of his Omnipotent arm. Hence 
a ſatisfaction to the Divine juſtice ap- 
peared abſolutely neceſſary ; but where 


could ſuch a ſatisfaction be found, ade- 


quate to the demerit of a guilty world ? 


It muſt have occurred to the mind of 


man, that the ſacrifices, which, by the ap- 
pointment of the Deity himſelf, confti- 
tuted an eſſential part of the Jewiſh diſ- 
penſation, bore no ſort of proportion to 
the guilt of that people; and, while their 
notions of the great atonement to which 
thoſe ſacrifices had a reference were dark 
and obſcure, they muſt have adminiſtered 


but a weak foundation of confidence. in 
the mercy of God, In. this ſituation, be- 


hold the everlaſting God employing the 
counſels of eternal wiſdom, to yindicate 
the order of his government, and at the 
lame time to ſave thoſe rebellious ſubjects 
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who had infringed it! A facrifice is 
provided, of ſuch infinite efficacy and 


dignity, as to contain an ample equivalent 
for the demerit of fin, in the ſacred per- 


ſon of the Son of God, who, from the 


heights of glory which he enjoyed with 
the Father before the world was, becomes 
a man of ſorrows, and acquainted with 


grief ; treads the . wine-preſs of his Fa- 
ther's wrath; travels in the greatneſs of 
his ſtrength, through all the moſt arduous 
labours of love, till he was able to ſay, 
It is finiſhed;”” the great and glorious 
ſcheme of redemption 1 is completed ; the 


| Juſtice of God is fatisfied, and the foun- 


dation is laid for the eternal peace and 
happineſs of mankind. Thus were we 
redeemed, not with corruptible things, as 
filver and gold, but with the precious 
blood of Chriſt, who was foreordained 


before the foundation of the world, and 
who offered himſelf up without ſpot or 
blemiſh unto God. 


He who knew no 
fin was made fin for us, the juſt for the 
unjuſt, that he might bring us unto God. 


, He bore our griefs, and carried our ſor- 


rows, 
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rows, for the Lord laid upon him the 338 
iniquities of us all. * — 
Let us view the croſs of Chriſt, and 
attend to the numerous glories with which [ 
it is encircled; it will appear to be the | x 
pleaſure, the delight of God; the amaze- 1 
ment and wonder of the holy angels: A 
ſight, offenſive perhaps to the dull and car- 
nal mind; but to the eye of faith, the moſt 
illuſtrious and ſplendid object that ever 
was beheld in this lower world. There 
is diſplayed, in the moſt ſtriking colours, | 
the incomprehenſible wiſdom of God, in | 
the adorable contrivance to unite the de- [| 
mands of juſtice with the calls of mercy. = 
There the glorious Captain of our ſalva- 7 
tion exhibits his invincible power, in 
overcoming all the enemies of our ſpiri- 
tual felicity. There he gives the moſt 
authentic teſtimony of his infinite love. | 
There he appeaſes the wrath of his Fa- 1 
ther, fulfils the law of God, deſtroys the .. 
ſentence of condemnation tht was againſt | 1 
us, atones for our guilt, and gains for us 
a complete redemption. | 
Let our meditations proceed to con- 
| template this Prince of life burſting glo- 
rauen 
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riouſly from the tomb, loaded with the 


| ſpoils of the grave, gaining the hard and 


difficult conqueſt over the powers of 
darkneſs, of death, and of hell. Behold 
him aſcending on high, leading captivity 


captive, and let thy ſoul riſe, upon the 
wings of faith, above that cloud which re- 


ceived him from the world. View-him in 
the ſuperior regions, no longer the man 
of ſorrows, but the Lord of glory, inveſt- 


ed with all power and ſupreme dignity 


in theſe heavenly places. Reflect upon 
thoſe beneficial purpoſes which he now 
purſues at the right hand of God. By 
his appearance 1n. the preſence of the 
Moſt High for us, we have acceſs at all 
times, to the throne of Grace, by that 
new and living way which he has conſe- 
crated. through the vail of his fleſh, 
Though now deprived of his bodily pre- 


ſence, he has not left us benighted or for- 


lorn. His miniſtring ſpirit perpetually 
guards the, perſons, and watches over the 
intereſts of his diſciples. From on high 
he reveals and urges upon the Chriſtian's 
attentive and. enraptured ear, thoſe ra- 


viſhing conſolations of his love, commu- 


nicated 
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nicated of old by the prophets : «© Thus KEN. 
« faith the Lord who ereated thee, 0 


% Iſrael! and he that formed thee, O Ja- 
*.cob! fear not for I have redeemed 
„ thee ; I have called thee by thy name, 
thou art mine. When thou paſſeſt 
* through the waters I will be with thee, 
and through the rivers they ſhall not 
© overflow thee; when thou walkeſt 
through the fire thou ſhalt not be burn- 
* ed, neither ſhall the flames kindle upon 
* thee.” “ Can a woman forget her 
« ſucking child; that ſhe ſhould not have 
e compaſſion oh the fruit of her womb? 
« Yea, ſhe may forget; yet will I not for- 
« get thee. Behold I have graven thee 
upon the palms of mine hands. For 
a ſmall moment may I forſake thee, but 
„ tvith great mercies will I gather thee. 
© In a little wrath I may hide my face. 
* from thee for a moment, but with ever- 
*« laſting kindneſs will J have mercy upon 
e thee, ſaith the Lord thy Redeemer *.” 
Anticipate in thy thoughts the grand 
completion of all his mediatorial offices, 
| in 


Ia. xliii. x. Sc. IIa. xlix. 15, 16. Iſa. liv. 7. * 
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*SERM. in the unchangeable happineſs of his ſer- 
— vants. By virtue of. his voluntary humi- 


liation and ſufferings, he is qualified;to en- 


rich them with all the fulneſs of God, and 
is employed in preparing and furniſhing a 


place in the celeſtial abodes for all his 


zealous and ftedfaſt diſciples. Reflect 
on that glorious period, when this invi- 
ſible Saviour, who once ſtooped ſo low for 
the intereſt of his. Church, and who now 
continues to exercile ſo tender a care and 


concern over his faithful followers, ſhall 


come again, in {plendour, pomp, and ma- 


jeſty, to receive them unto himſelf; to 


conduct them from this ſtate of pain and 


calamity to Zion, to the holy city, there 
to dwell for ever in the courts of God, 


and to inquire through eternity into the 


beauties of the heavenly Jeruſalem. 


What a prodigy then of bliſs is the croſs 
of Chriſt! the ſource of all thoſe precious 


«benefits, which fill the ſoul with joy and 


peace in believing. It is the croſs of 
Chriſt, which breaks the heavy cloud that 
reſts upon the mind of man, damping the 
powers of his ſoul, and checking his am- 
bition to reach thoſe great rewards, which 


he 


* 
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he was conſcious he could never of him- 


ſelf deſerve. It is the. croſs of Chriſt, —— 


which rears the dejected, the drooping 
heart, and pours the oil of joy into the 
mourning ſpirit. It is the croſs of Chriſt, 
which lifts up the hands that hang down, 
and ſtrengthens the feeble. knees. It is 
the croſs of. Chriſt, which emboldens the 
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heart of man to contemplate the face of 


God, as a propitious Judge, as a merciful 
Parent, who, with a complacent ſmile, 
invites his children to his preſence. 
It is the croſs of Chriſt, which raiſes 
the eye of the mind from every vain 
and ſordid purfuit, which enlarges its 


fight, and points to heaven, whoſe high 


rewards, it aſſures us, are now attainable 


in conſequence of the meritorious ſacri- 
fice which it bore. Is there, then, in all 
the compaſs of human purſu'ts, one good 
to be found, that can afford ſo ſolid a 
foundation of triumph and rejoicing, as 


the croſs of Chriſt? As far as eaſt is di- 


ſtant from the weſt, as far às heaven is 
high above the earth, as far as eternity 
exceeds a momentary duration, ſo far does 
this great object outſhine and eclipſe the 

glories 
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SA bt. glories of every other that can be named 
in compariſon with it. Let the rich man 


glory in his riches ; let the mighty man 
glory in his might ; let the wiſe man 
glory in his wiſdom ; but he that glories 


aright, will glory in this, that he knows 


Jeſus, and him crucified. Whatever un- 
favourable notions a carnal mind may en- 
tertain of the croſs of Chriſt, though to the 


Jew it may be a ſtumbling block, and to the 


Greeks fooliſhneſs, yet to the humble and 


_ pious mind, it is the power and the wiſdott 


of God. To the ſoul labouring under the 


ſenſe of guilt, and alarmed with the reaſoni- 


able fear of its deſerved puniſhmente e 
cious and acceptable will appear the fay- 
ing, that Jeſus came into the world to ſave 
ſinners, to purify them from the defile- 
ment, and to protect them againſt the aw- 
ful conſequences of ſin. To the mind that 
feels its inward diſorders, welcome will be 
the ſkilful phyfician, who comes to hea! 
the difeaſes, and to cure the numerous 
plagues of the heart. 

Let us proceed, as was propoſed in the 
ſecond place, to conſider the practical in- 
fluence of the doctrine of the croſs, to 


1 


crucify 


8 
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| crucity us unto the world, and the world SERM. 


unto us. f | e 
It was the great deſign and tendency 

of all the doctrines of Chriſt to purify 

the heart. For this end, the Son of God 

was manifeſted in the fleſh, — for this 

he lived, for this he died. How well ſuit- 


ed is this event to inſpire the heart with 
the deepeſt hatred and abhorrence of ſin? 


Follow the Redeemer through all the paths 
of an afflicted and miſerable life; trace 


him particularly in thoſe ſteps which led 


to the awful accompliſhment of his ſuffer- 
ings ; contemplate him faſtened” to the 
croſs, bearing the inſults of men, ſuſtain- 
ing the weight of divine wrath, hanging 
upon his wounds, racked and torn with 
torture, and ſay what an evil and bitter 


thing that muſt be, for which the Son of 


God himſelf thus bled: and expired in- 
agony. Ours, however, was the guilt that 
raiſed the Saviour's croſs, that nailed him 
to the accurſed tree, and made his ſoul ſo 
exceed ing e e even unto death. And 
ſure none can approve himfelf the true 
friend of this ſuffering Jeſus, without cru- 


| cifying thoſe: luſts and corrupt paſſions, 
which were the true cauſe of his ſorrow ; 
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SERM- and by indulging which, we are faid to 
renew his afflictions; to crucify the Son 


of God afreſh, and put him to an open 
ſhame;; to do deſpite unto the ſpirit of 
grace; and to trample under foot the blood 


of the covenant as an unholy thing. 
But more particularly, in the ſecond 


place: The croſs of Chriſt is of moſt power- 


ful efficacy to bear down our pride, to 
create an humble condeſcenſion of mind, 


and an entire complacence in the moſt ri- 


gorous conditions of duty. There we 
{ce the Heir of all things made of no re- 


putation; the Prince of Life devoted to 


death. After ſo illuſtrious an example, 
what heart ſhall ſwell with arrogance, 
what head ſhall rear itſelf with pride? 


Shall not the mind of the Chriſtian be re- 


conciled to ſufferings, which, he knows, are 
A part of the conſtitution of divine grace, 
and the means which the wiſdom of God 
hath appointed to render him like to his 


divine and heavenly Maſter; which put 
the ſincerity of his faith to the proper 
trial, promote his ſanctification, and, by 
diſengaging him from this earth, increaſe 


his longing for, and reliſh of heaven. How: 


reaſonable 
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reaſonable” indeed is it, that the members SE RM. 
ſhould thus be conformed to their Head, 


that the diſciples ſhould walk in the ſteps 
of their Maſter ; that the ſoldiers ſhould 


follow where their General leads? It was 


by affliction that the great Captain of our 
falvation was made perfect; and, can his 
diſciples expect to reach that height of 
dignity through the eaſy paths of luxury 
and pleaſure? Is the diſciple above his 
Maſter, or the ſervant above his Lord? 

In the third place: This important doc- 
trine-of the croſs of Chriſt, ought to cru- 


cify and deaden all extravagant admira- 


tion of the things of this world, and to 
produce that heavenly-mindedneſs, which 
may preſerve the ſoul from the influence 
of thoſe allurements, thoſe common temp- 


tations, by which men are led aſide from 


the path of duty. He, who came to ſave 


his people from the power of ſin, wiſely 


conſidered it as of eternal importance to 
teach them, by his example, the vanity 


and worthleſſieſs of the preſent ſtate, in 


compariſon with the recompenſe of an 
unſeen and / ſpiritual felicity. 
which he poſſeſſed in life was of his own 
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* chooſing; How little did he enjoy, how- 
little did he wiſh to enjoy, of the honours 
of this vain world ? He poured contempt 
upon its dignities and pleaſures, and in- 
tended, by living and dying under the hea- 
yieſt ſufferings, to raiſe us above the in- 
fluence of its temptations z to teach us to 
aſpire after ſomething intrinſically defire- 
able and excellent; and to fix our ſouls 
upon the glory that ſhall be revealed. 
And ſhall not the Chriſtian, who conſiders 
thoſe unſpeakable benefits which reſult 
from the ſacrifice of Jeſus upon the croſs; 
who looks upon himſelf as a pilgrim and 
ſojourner on earth, where he hath no con- 
tinuing abode, but travelleth to thoſe ſu- 
perior regions deſtined for his reſidence, 
his home, his habitation ; ſhall he not 
view the dreams and ſhadows of happi- 
neſs, which here riſe before his ſight, with 
much indifference, with the cool and paſ- 
ſive regards of a ſtranger, and elevate his 
affection to that holy land where his feli- 
city and joy dwell? Here we are all em- 
barked for an unchangeable country, the 
aſſengers to an eternal world; and, while 
we fail down tHe. ocean of time, ſhall we 
continually 
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continually ſtrive to reach thoſe empty SER! N. 
bubbles which riſe, and in a moment burſt p 


upon the ſurface, and loſe the view of that 
precious diadem, which ſhines upon the 


ſight, and awaits the head of the faithful? 


If ye be riſen with Chriſt, ſet your affec- 
tions on things: above, and rejoice in the 
hope of the glory of God: 

In the laſt place: The death of Chriſt 


ſhould reconcile us to the thoughts of our 
own diſſolution, and preſerve us from any 


immoderate terrors at the laſt period. 
Death, when it is conſidered even in its 
moſt ſimple form, as an entire diſſolution 
of all our preſent powers, as an annihila- 
tion and total extinction of our whole 
frame, is an object moſt ungrateful and 
ſhocking to nature. To become a prey to 
forgetfulneſs ; to be as if we had never 


been; to leave for ever the cheerful light 


of day, and to deſcend into the dark and 
ſilent manſions of the grave, where, inſen- 
fible to every comfort, we muſt moulder 
into duſt, and be transformed into the 
ſame materials from which we at firſt 
aroſe, are no doubt thoughts at which na- 
ture muſt ſtartle and recoil. But, when 

KS. | we 


TRE WI” 4 6k 
4 _ < 1 [4 8 
EF Fs 8 
; 1 f * 

* _—_ : wes 
3 = 
= - 8 ” by * Fo. 3 

* 1 g 7 1 LETS) 

8 3 1 

rr 8 , Tg. 

3 2 728 — N 

9 7 "La A I AT 
N 1 1 n 1 

g n 7 
» oy 1 1 = 4 * L 
k N * SI 
15 — 8 . 
1 * 1 


* 


ON THE DEATH OF CHRISTs 


we PRO I RY world in the light in 
which reaſon and Chriſtianity aſſures us 
it ought to be confidered, as only an in- 
conſiderable part of our exiſtence; as. 
connected with another ſcene of being, 
which muſt laſt for ever; and every part 
of our preſent life as having a permanent 
influence on our everlaſting condition; 
muſt not the conſciouſneſs of guilt dread- 
fully envenom the ſting of death, and ſu- 
peradd freſh vigour to all our natural fears 
of decay and diſſolution ? There is a feel- 
ing within, which adheres cloſely to the 
heart, and which intimates eternity to 
man; which affures him, that, in a future 
period, the everlaſting Judge of all the 
earth ſhall render unto every man accord- 
ing to the fruits of his doings. This feeling 
the moſt audacious finner can never entire- 
ly ſuppreſs : In the midſt of laughter his 
heart is fad, and the end of his mirth is 
heavineſs of ſpirit : it intrudes itfelf upon 
his gayeſt ſcenes, and ſecretly mingles 
the gall of aſps with his moſt bewitching 
draughts of pleaſure. | 
Or, ſhould he carefully ſtudy to v expel 
theſe on from his mind, or, by per- 
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petual diſſipation ti en ſomewhat SERM. 
tolerable, yet the approach of death muſt 


at laſt collect his ſcattered attention, and 
carry them home to his heart in all their 
bitterneſs. In vain ſhall we attempt to 
deſcribe the miſery of a ſinner, who lies 
on the brink of an eternal world with the 
poſſeſſion of his ſenſes. His wretchedneſs 
muſt exceed all powers of deſcription. 
Indeed, the very beſt of men cannot diveſt 
themſelves of every uneaſineſs at the pro- 
ſpect of this event. This world is a ſcene 
of frailty and infirmity, where there is 
not, there cannot be, any ſuch thing as a 
full and complete obedience to the will 
of heaven. The moſt perfect do err, and 
are ſenſible that many ſecret blemiſhes 
cleave to their higheſt attainments. The 
conſciouſneſs of ſuch failings and infirmi- 
ties furniſhes a multitude of ſevere and 


bitter reflections, and raiſes thoſe dark 


clouds which often diſturb the peace of 


their minds. From that genuine modeſty, | 


and humble diffidence, which mark his 
character, the pious Chriſtian is ready to 
exclaim, How ſhall I appear before the 
| great God and Father of all ; How ſhall 
R 4 a 


263 


KS, SEE. 
8 = 
YF 

. 4 


ON THE DEATH OF CHRIST. 


a frail and imperfect creature ſtand in the 
preſence of Him, who is light and perfec- 
tion itſelf ! How ſhall T anſwer him when 
he enters into judgment with me ! What 


of myſelf can I plead to procure his fa- 
vour, or to avert his wrath ! Under all 


ſuch deſponding thoughts, how bleſſed are 
the conſolations which refreſh the ſpirit 


of the dying Chriſtian! Conſcious, as he 


is, that in many things he hath offended 
and come ſhort of the glory of God, how 
doth his ſoul magnify the Lord, and his 
fpirit rejoice in God his Saviour, who hath 


opened up a fountain to the houſe of Da- 
vid, and to the inhabitants of Jeruſalem, 
for ſin and for uncleanneſs. Deriving 


hence the humble hope of the forgiveneſs 
of all his fins, and of the gracious ſmiles 
of his Creator, he riſeth ſuperior to the 


fear of death, whom he conſiders as no 


ſtern and inexorable tyrant ſent to exe- 
cute the vengeance of Heaven, but as the 
meſſenger of peace and joy, to uſher him 
into his Father's preſence, into the regions 

of unfading bliſs. 
Upon the whole: Do we then wiſh to 
tive in peace, and todie in joy? Remember, 
it 
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it is not merely by an indolent with that SE ER M. 
this can be accompliſhed. Nothing but 


a vigorous faith in the merits of that ſa- 
crifice which was offered up on the -crols, 


together with real, ſound, and practical 


holineſs, derived from this its proper prin- 
 ciple, can lead to ſelf-complacencethrough 


life, and to ſerenity and triumph at the 
hour of death. A firm truſt in God, 
through Jeſus Chriſt, by whom we have 


received the atonement, and a comfort- 
able expectation of a happy futurity, form- 
ed by a life of integrity and goodnels, 
will enable us to retire from the theatre 


of this life with applauſe and honour ; to 


reſign our ſpirits with joy into the hands 
of our Redeemer; and to repoſe ourſelves 
on the boſom of our Father and our God. 
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Rom. xiv. 19. 


Let Us err follow after the things which 


make for peace. 


y HESE words were originally occa- 
ſioned by an unhappy variance 
which had ariſen in the Chriſtian church. 
They are intimately connected with the 
ſeventeenth verſe of this chapter, and con- 
tain an earneſt repetition of the Apoſtle's 
exhortation to the exerciſe of that unani- 
mity and peace, which he laboured to eſta- 
bliſh * the followers of Jeſus. As 


this 


ON PEACE. 


this is a duty of the higheſt conſequence 


to our preſent and everlaſting intereſts, it 
certainly deſerves our moſt ſerious atten- 
tion. | | 

T ſhall endeavour, 8 in the firſt 
place, to enforce the admonition in the 
text, by pointing out the important obli- 
gations which lie upon us to cultivate this 


amiable temper : And, in the ſecond place, 


ſhall ſaggeſt fome advices, by which we 


may be 9 in preſerving and cheriſh- 


N ing 1 


The firſt view of our i to this 


duty ſhall be taken from the advantage 
and pleaſure which muſt always accompa- 
ny the practice of it. When we conſider 
the general courſe of human life, we are 
immediately. led to obſerve, that mankind 
too ſeldom appear to form their conduct, 
either by the dictates of reaſon, or the 
light of revelation. How few are there 
who give themſelves the trouble of in- 
quiring, with any tolerable” care, what 
may be moſt truly ſubſervient to their 
higheſt intereſts, or moſt effectual for en- 
abling them to paſs through life with 
peace of mind, and with the approbation 
of God and man? We are conſcious that 

Ton there 
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A 


SERM. there is a ſpring and energy within the 
XV. . 5 
— mind, which never ſuffers us to be totally 


PY 


at reſt. Happy, indeed, were it for the in- 


tereſts of human nature, did this principle 


continually impel us to what is excellent 


and praiſe-worthy. But to what a varie- 
ty of impertinent purpoſes is it generally 
directed? and what reaſon is there to be- 
wail the unfortunate choice into which 


men are commonly miſled? How many 


turn the whole force of their attention to 
unprofitable purſuits, or apply themſelves, 
with the utmoſt: vigour and intenſeneſs 
of mind, to reach what may procure them 
ſome external and deceitful importance, 
while they ſcarcely ever employ their 
thoughts about the art of becoming truly 


wiſe, of correcting thoſe inward maladies 


which lay the foundation of uneaſineſs 
and diſtreſs, and of acquiring thoſe gene- 
rous qualities which may render them 
amiable in the fight of God, and agree- 
able and uſeful to their brethren of man- 


kind ? 


Would men be perfinitegd to withdraw 


their attention for a little from thoſe 


foreign views with which they are fo 
much e, and liſten with calm- 
neſs 
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neſs to the domeſtic admonitions of con- SERM. 
ſcience, they would ſoon diſcover, that all 


the purſuits prohibited by religion are ut- 
terly inconſiſtent with their happineſs in 
this life; and that the courſe of conduct 


which it points out, contributes more to 
temporal felicity than all the objects which 
our ambition or vanity urge us to purſue 


with ſuch amazing ardour. But the ſuf- 
frage of conſcience, in favour of Chriſ- 
tian duty, is in no inſtance ſtronger than 
in regard to that unanimity and peace 
which the text recommends, and which, 
in every view, muſt be conſidered as the 
moſt effectual means of acquiring private 


and perſonal happineſs. For, is it not the 
faireſt gift of heaven, the generous ſweet- 


ner of all earthly bleſſings, beſtowing on 
them, wherever it 1s preſent, that reliſh 


and flavour, which it is not in the power 


of all the poſſeſſions of life to give; but 


wherever it is abſent, the moſt laviſh 
draughts of affluence and temporal de- 


lights muſt be ſour and unpalatable, and 
mixed with all the gall of bitterneſs. 
Good and pleaſant, happy and joyous be- 
yond expreſſion, muſt be that intercourſe 
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5ERM. which is carried on with friendſhip, af- 


—— fection and confidence, where there are 


no wayward paſſions, anxieties and fears, 
to interrupt the tranquillity of the heart. 
A delightful ſerenity and compoſure muſt 
be the perpetual portion of the man in 
whoſe mind theſe amiable qualities reſide. 
He harbours no wrong deſigns againſt 
others ; he therefore has no reaſon to ap- 
prehend any malicious contrivances a- 
gainſt himſelf. That real friendſhip, - 
which he diſcovers towards his brethren, 
is entitled to the returns of reciprocal 
love, and muſt gain the affections of every 
heart. While he thinketh no evil, while 
he rejoiceth not in iniquity, but in doing 
good to all, his enemies muſt be extreme- 
iy few; for, even badi as the world may 
be thought, rare, we will venture to ſay, 
are the examples of men ſo totally loſt to 


every ſentiment of virtue, as to attempt 


to diſturb the happineſs of one who, in- 
ſtead of giving them any ground of of- 
fence, diſcovers a heart that overflows 
with the ſincereſt love, and aims at no- 
thing ſo much as promoting the good of 
all. On the * by ſuch acts of 

beneficence, 
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moſt obſtinate and perverſe heart; and by ==w— 


continuing to exerciſe forbearance and 
kindneſs towards thoſe who are diſaffec- 


ted to him, he effectually overcomes their 


evil with his good. 

Obſerve, on the other hand, the in- 
felicity of the oppoſite character. Re- 
flect on the ſituation of that man who 
delights in enmity and diſcord. Doth 


he not perpetuaily carry his own tor- 


mentor within his breaſt? Well doth 
Solomon obſerve, that © the merciful and 
* peaceable man doth good to his own 
“ ſoul; but he that is wrathful troubleth 


his own fleſh.” He is diſturbed by jea- 


louſy, ſolicitude, anxieties and envy, and 
perpetually feels all that train of ſolid and 
ſubſtantial evils, which ariſe from the do- 


minion of the moſt infernal paſſions. Such 
a ſtate of mind comes the neareſt, that we 


can well imagine at preſent, tothe torments 
of thoſe fierce and rebellious ſpirits who 
are ſhut up in the blackneſs of darkneſs, 
in thoſe priſons of everlaſting vengeance, 


where nothing is to be heard but gnaſhing 


of teeth, and all the howlings of wrath, 
and fury, and horrible diſcord. ' Indeed, 
| ſuch 
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S ſuch allowed diſpoſitions wil always 
— be found to render their poſſeſſor truly 


miſerable. No ſooner do theſe ſtormy 
paſſions, which interrupted the peace of 
others, ſubſide for a little, than he appears 
ſpiritleſs, dejected, and diſconſolate, and 
muſt reſign himſelf to a melancholy train 
of cooler thoughts. Reaſon, which was 
before overwhelmed amidſt the hurricane 


of paſſions, now interpoſes, and muſt be 


heard ; ſets before him the lively picture 


of his guilt, and preſents him with. the ſe- 


vereſt remonſtrances againſt his conduct. 


It 1s beautifully remarked by Solomon, 


that © he who hath no rule over his own 
* ſpirit is like a city broken down and 


without walls.”” Deſtitute of the ne- 
ceſſary defence of reaſon and of judg- 


ment, every frivolous and impertinent 


trifle finds him an eaſy and unreſiſting con- 


queſt. Led captive by his paſſions at 
their will, he is tranſported into a fury, 


and hurried into extravagancies which 


render him ridiculous to every cool ob- 
ſerver, and lay the foundations of ſad re- 
pentance, and of dire remorſe, in his calmer 
hours. n. are all his cool and ſober 

| ſeaſons 
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ter, trace the conduct of the great, the 
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ſeaſons of reflection no better than the 


lucid intervals of a real madman, which 
ſerve only to give the clearer diſcovexies 
of his diſtemper and miſery. 


In the ſecond place, Our obligation to 
this duty ariſes from the precepts, and from 
the whole tenor of that religion which we 
profeſs. | 
that the fierceneſs of paſſion, and all the 


unhallowed inſtruments of diſcord, are 
perfectly unchriſtian, and ſtand in direct 


oppoſition to the mild ſpirit of revelation? 
It would be endleſs to mention thoſe ma- 
ny laws which prohibit all malice, bitter- 


neſs, and variance; which enjoin forbear- 
ance and every ſpecies of brotherly love. 


Is it not the evident ſtrain, is it not the 
chief intention of the whole ſyſtem of 
Chriſtianity to inſpire, above all things, 


peace, and tenderneſs, and mutual reſpect, 


and every virtue that can make ſociety 
pleaſant, and our intercourſe with one 
Obſerve the charac- 


divine Founder of this religion, Did he 
not exemplify all its laws? Did he not 


fully diſplay its genuine ſpirit in every 
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yp. ſtep of his pilgrimage? That mighty 1 
Prince of Life came not to ſhake the 1 
+ kingdoms, to ravage the earth, to make 1 
the world a wilderneſs. He came adorn- ] 
ed with intrinſic glory, to put his ſub- 


1 jects in poſſeſſion of the moſt ſubſtantial ; c 
e bleſſings, by ſoothing the turbulence of 


every rude paſſion, by compofing the 1 
world to peace and reſt. In his days,“ 7 
it was foretold, “ righteouſneſs ſhall flou- ; 

% riſh, and abundance of peace upon the F 
< earth,” What, then, can we think of { 
thoſe who are under the government of l 
fierce and turbulent paſſions, the diſtur- 
bers of their own and of the world's re- ; 
poſe, and who ſtill ſcruple not to call , 
- themſelves Chriſtians, and lay claim to the 
*favours' of divine grace. Alas ! ſuch | 
ce know not what manner of ſpirit they 


are of.” Surely they are utter ſtran- ll 
gers to the Spirit. and temper of Him 
whoſe name they bear, who provoked no 
reaſonable wrath or paſſion ; ; but, -meek 
and gentle, mild and patient, lived the 
completeſt pattern of tender compaſſion 
and of peaceful love. They can be no 
friends to his religion; for the whole 
weight 
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: = 
weight of that religion i is pointed againſt 5 ERM. 3 
UW ſich a character. They cannot be the 3 Bj 
3 children of God; for he is the God of vl 
: love, and the Father of peace. They I 
« are of their father the devil, for the A 
« works of their father, theſe they do.“ 1 | 
; In the third place, A moſt powerful ob- ? 
SW ligation lies upon us to the purſuit of una- x 
| nimity and peace, from its being neceſſa- 4 
ry to prepare us for joining the great fra- q | 
ö ternity of happy ſpirits above. We are = 
W ſent into this world as a ſchool of diſci- i 
f pline, and we appear in this ſtate under } 
1 the great and venerable character of can- 3 
4 didates for eternity. Short and tranſi- | 
: tory is the appearance we are deſtined to 


make; and nothing, ſurely, can be conſider- 
ed, in the eſtimation of reaſon, as worthy 
of any great attention, but what has ſome 
influence upon the AM reſult of our 
' preſent ſtate of exiſtence, and may im- 
prove thoſe virtuous affections of the 
heart, which are appointed to live for 
ever. In thoſe mild and gentle regions, 
there is no war nor rumour of war. How 
then can variance and ſtrife ever be the 
proper education for ſuch a ſtate? Be af- 
9 99 — Sx” fured 
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. ſured that no fierce rebellious ſoul, no ſpi- 
== rit that is not tamed and formed ac- 


cording to the humanity of the Goſpel, 
ſhall ever appear there, to diſturb the 


tranquillity, the ſacred order of that hea- 


venly kingdom, but ſhall be thruſt down 


to dwell with its kindred ſpirits, far from 


the face of God, and from the joys of his 
preſence. 
We now 3 as was propoſed, 


to ſuggeſt a few advices, by which we 


may be enabled to preſerve and cheriſh 
this amiable temper. 


In the firſt place, then, let us frequent- 


17 reflect upon the nature of this world 


in which we live, and the preſent ſitua- 


tion of that ſociety with which we are 
appointed to mingle and converſe. Who, 
that knows any thing of the nature of 
this world, will imagine it poſſible to find 
perfection in a ſociety that is compoſed 
of men? What folly and weakneſs muſt 
it imply to be much ſurpriſed at the ap- 
pearance of different ſentiments, of de- 
fects, or errors, or vices, in this imper- 
fect ſcene of things? Theſe every wiſe 
man will naturally expect, and ſtudy to 

| Prepare 
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prepare himſelf for them. Mankind are 
a mixed ſociety, compoſed of very dif- 
ferent characters. We muſt converſe 
with them as they are; and whoſoever 
defires to enjoy the benefits which flow 


endure, with calmneſs and compoſure, the 
inconveniences reſulting from his inter- 
courſe with them. 


In the ſecond place, it will certainly 


be ſubſervient to this ſalutary purpoſe, to 
moderate our attention to ſelfiſh views, or 
private intereſt. The ſubjects of human 


complaint and murmurings are many and 


various, and multiplied to an amazing de- 
gree by that man, whoſe heart is entirely 
ingroſſed by narrow and ſordid attach- 
ments. The ſelfiſh ſoul is ever full of 
jealouſy, and violently agitated by the 


its intereſt. It is true, indeed, that how- 
ever valuable the poſſeſſion of peace is, 


and however pleaſant the enjoyments 


which flow from the preſervation of unity 
and concord, there may be caſes, in 
which the attainment of theſe is inconſiſt- 
ent with our duty ; and dear muſt be the 


83 purchaſe, 
n 5 : y 


from their ſociety, muſt be prepared to 


leaſt appearance of encroachment upon 
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SERM. purchaſe, indeed. if they are attained by 

S>— the oſs of the favour. of God, or by the 

$ dac::fice of any thing that is eſſential to 

| truth, to honour, and to virtue. For our 
attention to this object is not to be ſup- 
poſed to extend ſo far, as to deprive the 

mind of a manly ſpirit and ſenſibility, to 

render it ſo tame and unfeeling, as to ſub- 

mit to thoſe injuries and ravages, which 
may be committed by the hand of wan- 

tonneſs, injuſtice, or oppreſſi on. But ſtill 

it will be allowed, that if benevolence is 

| the: habitual temper of the mind, and if 
| the heart is not devoured by 9 de- 
fires, we will be diſpoſed, amidſt every 
competition about preſent intereſts, rather 
| to recede. a little from what may be 
F reckoned our juſt pretenſions, than, for 
| the ſake of a trifling ineonſiderable mat- 
| ter, to involve ourſelves in thoſe violent 
ferments, which inflame many angry 
paſſions, and lay the foundation of deep 
and laſting animoſities. © Behold,” ſays 
Solomon, how great a fire a little ſpark 
4 “ kindleth !” and © the beginning of 
e {trite is like the letting out of water.“ 

In 
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In the third place. It will be moſt üſe- 
ful, for this purpoſe, to ſubdue our pride, 
and to acquire the precious grace of Chri- 
ſtian humility, We are appointed to ſo- 
journ in a world abundantly unreaſonable 
and capricious. The meekeſt and the 
beſt of men cannot pleaſe all the world. 
The beſt of men may expect to have 
ſome ſhare of offences, or of bad treat- 
ment. Theſe offences fall with double 
violence upon the proud and conceited 
man. For pride is a paſſion extremely 


vexatious and troubleſome to the ſoul that 
is poſſeſſed of it; nice, delicate, and 


{queamiſh to the laſt degree, ſubjecting 


its votary to a thouſand different mortifi- 


_ cations, and putting it into the power of 


every trifling accident that occurs, to 


throw him into confuſion, perplexity, and 


diſtreſs of mind. By every injury, how. 


ever trivial, he is affronted, his ſelf-love 


is deeply hurt, his pride is immediately 


up in arms, and all is in furious diſorder 


within, But the humble man, as he has 
proper views of the weakneſs of the 
world, will more eaſily ſuffer what 


he expected as the conſequence of hu- 
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SERM. man infirmity ; and as he has been ac- 
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cuſtomed to form a moderate eſtimate of 


4 


his own merit, it is natural to think he 


will be the leſs affected by thoſe ſlight 
offences, which ſo grievoufly irritate the 
fpirit of others. 

In the fourth place, let us, for theſe 
purpoſes, earneſtly labour to attain peace 
of conſcience, and peace with God, which 


ye know is only to be reached by a con- 


{cientious adherence to all the branches 
of his good and acceptable will, The 
wicked man muſt be at perpetual variance 


with himſelf; and being full of inward 


diſguſt, will be continually fretful and 


diſſatisfied with every object around him: 


While the good man, reconciled to his 


own heart, and in favour with his God, 


* 
>= 
— | 


can know none of that peeviſhnefs, which 


reſults from the reproaches of the mind, 
and, being furniſhed with an eſtabliſhed 
tranquillity within, muſt always poſſeſs 
that calmneſs of temper, and ſweetneſs of 
diſpoſition, which will be fo far from 
breaking in upon the repoſe of others, 
that it will recommend him to the eſteem 
and affections of all around. 

5 In 
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In the laſt place, let us, by earneſt and 
fervent prayer, addreſs ourſelves to the 
God and Father of our ſpirits, beſeech- 


ing him that we may be enabled to de- 


light in all thoſe exerciſes of peace and 
meekneſs, which are ſo well calculated to 


lighten the burdens, and enhance the joys 


of this preſent life, and to form the moſt 


excellent preparation for the enjoyment 


of that ſtate of full tranquillity and reſt, 
of which the greateſt happineſs here be- 
low is but an imperfect foretaſte. 
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SERMON XVI. 


ON CHRISTIAN HOPE AND PATIENCE. 


RoMANS xii. 12. 


Rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulation, 


SERM, 
X. 
— — | 


EVER, ſurely, was any aſperſion 
more injurious, than to call religion 
an unpleaſant ſervice; to repreſent it as 
covered with gloom and terrors, or as at 
variance in any degree with the happi- 
neſs of men, Such an opinion can re- 
ſide only in that mind, which hath no 
knowledge at all of the nature of that 
ſervice, and which, by conſequence, ne- 
ver felt the power and effects of it. They 
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who know it beſt will be forward to bear 322 * 
this honourable teſtimony, that ſo far 


from leſſening the ſtores of natural plea- 
ſures, it is this alone which can give them 
their proper reliſh and flavour, and which 
beſtows folidity upon all the common en- 
joyments of life, by adding that inward 
peace and joy which ſtrangers inter- 
meddle not with. The religion of Jeſus 
not only has allowed us, but makes it a 
neceſſary part of Chriſtian duty, to che- 
riſh and cultivate this affection of joy, as 
that which flows from it by the moſt 


direct and natural conſequence; a conſe- 


quence moſt honourable to its Author, 


moſt agreeable and pleaſant to ourſelves, 


and moſt favourable to the character of 
that religion which we profeſs. 

The words we have now read compre- 
hend two great duties of Chriſtian prac- 
tice, which, as they have a ſtrong and in- 
timate connection with each other, I 
ſhall endeavour at this time to illuſtrate 
and enforce. 

The firſt duty iel by the Apoſtle 
in our text, is e in hope; and in 


order 


* 
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ON CHRISTIAN HOPE 


order to. explain and enforce it, T ſhall 
aer the nature and foundation of the 
Chriſtian's joy, | 

Hope, like all the nee feelings and 
affections of the mind, was formed for the 
wiſeſt and moſt excellent purpoſes. It is 


the moſt generous of all the principles, be- 


ſtowed upon man by the friendly hand of 


God. It ſoothes the cares of life; allays 
the anguiſh of the perplexed heart; rou- 


ſes and animates it to great and worthy 
deeds. It is the noble medicine of na- 
ture in diſtreſs, which exhilarates the ſpi- 
rits; which pours forth a gleam of joy 


beneath the heavy cloud of ſorrow; _ 


which urges the mind to lift its eye from 
poring upon its diſtreſs, to look forward 


to better days, and to borrow ſome ſweets 
from the funds of futurity to mitigate 


the bitterneſs of preſent grief. How de- 


licate and pleaſant are the ſenſations 


which attend 1ts exertions. They are ac- 
companied with that ſpecies of delight, 
which it is above the power of language 
to deſcribe, and which is only to be felt, 


Many and various are the objects which 


have been ſelected for the exerciſe of it, 
according 


avordingge to the infinite variety which is 5 1 
to be met with in the character, the com- 
plexion, the tempers of men. The af- 
fluence of life, the gaudy trappings of 
ambition, the ſmiling ſcenes of pleaſure, 
do each awaken and kindle 'the ſparks of 
this inward affection. 
But it is obſervable, it is a wel attefted 
and mortifying truth, that when the ob- 
74 je of this hope is the ratification of ſome 
= unworthy paſſion, or the acquiſition of 
ſome earthly good, it is generally dif- 
| appointed in its aim, and never reaches 
chat high pleaſure which it was made to 
believe was to be found in the poſſeſſion. 
It is founded, in ſuch caſes, on proba- 
bility alone; and, how weak is proba- 
bility when calculated by a creature ſo 
ſhort-ſighted, ſo feeble and undiſcern- 
ing in his views, and fo totally igno- 
rant of that concealed train of acci- 
dents, any one of which is ſufficient to 
blaſt the beſt concerted ſcheme of human 
policy? How often have we ſcen the 
towering edifices reared by the induſtri- 
us arm of hope, the monuments of much 
pleaſing labour, and which ſeemed to 
Rand abundantly ſecure upon the foun- 


dation 
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SEEM. dation of the ſtrongeſt and moſt natural 
probability, ſuddenly undermined by ſome 
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ſecret unforeſeen, aſſault, and all their 


comely proportions totter and fall to the 


ground? In ſhort, all the agreeable anti- 
cipations of men are but ſo many ideal 
caſtles, ſubject to the perpetual caprice of 
accidents, which no .. diſcernment, no 
power, can poſlibly regulate . or controul. 

T hey are like the tranſient beauties of 


the rainbow, or thoſe fantaſtic ſhapes in 


the clouds which flit in a moment, and 
which are diſcompoſed and changed into 
a different form by the ſmalleſt breath of 


air. In proportion as the imagination is 


warm and vigorous, and reaſon, for want 


of being ripened by experience, incapable 
of correcting its fond extravagancies, in 
proportion are we found to ſuffer from 
the deluſions of hope, when directed to 
temporal attainments. Then it is that 
future views appear arrayed with much 
glory; we bring near, we lay hold, as it 
were, upon the ſtores which are revealed, 
without one thought of intervening dif- 
ficulties, or latent danger to ſteal away 
the ee rte. Or, if we ſhould, 
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after all, reach the much admired abodes ERIC 
of joy; yet how often does the object, 
which, when viewed afar off, appeared {0 
charming and delightful, under our very 
graſp aſſume a form far different from its 
diftant appearance; ; the colour is coarſe, 
the features are rude, and we are ready 
to conclude, that ſome diſtorted and ir- 
regular form has been maliciouſly ſubſti- 
tuted in the room of the amiable figure 
which captivated the ſoul. There we 
immediately diſcern ſo many defects, ſuch 
a crowd of diſagreeable circumſtances, 
cvery one of which, in the heat and hur- 
ry of its expectation, the mind had total- 
= ly overlooked, that inſtead of being 
pleaſed with the acquiſition we have got, 
we are ſoured and chagrined ; we re- 
proach ourſelves for being cheated by our 
= paſſions; we ſtand accuſed of a fooliſh. 
4 credulity, in liſtening to the lane 
of a lying impoſtor. 4 8 
It is the experience of thoſe repdatell 
and dreadful diſappointments, which ex- 
= tinguiſhes the fire of the ſoul, which 
checks every future pleaſant. excurſion, 
and which, by e renders the 
hope. 
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sun hope which terminates in earthly bliſs, a 
—— moſt frail and perfect found gn. of 
rejoicing. 
When, therefore, we are exhorted to 
rejoice in Deen: the Arent vRdoniKegly 
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the beſt KEE nobleft ee of the ap 
generous affections; the ſource of the 
moſt. animating and delightful conſola- 
tion. This is the hope which maketh not 
aſhamed. | By this the ſoul of man wings 
its flight aboye the earth, and is wafted 
up into the third heaven, to hear, by faith, 
{ome of thoſe un{peakable words, which 
it is not poſſible for a man to expreſs. In 
the exerciſe of this ſpiritual hope, its 
ſpring is not clogged, nor its ardour cool- 
ed by fear of diſappointment; its de- 
pendence is upon God, whoſe word is 
ſtedfaſt and inflexible, and whoſe faith- 
fulneſs is like the ſtrong mountains. The 
faithful Chriſtian knows aſſuredly that as 
the Lord liveth, and as his ſoul liveth, his 
moſt ardent defires ſhall be completely | 
gratified, and his hope ſwallowed up at | 
laſt in the fruition of that unchangeable 
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blits, which: it far ſurpaſſes iss a 
imperfect faculties fully to comprehend. 
To this lively hope are all good men 

begotten again. The delights which they 

now feel in the ways of God are to them 
the earneſt, the foretaſte of far higher 


favour of God; the ſecret conſciouſneſs 
of immortality; the anticipation of the 
riches of the divine munificence; the 
dawning of that eternal day, whoſe ſun 
hall be overcaſt by no cloud, ſhall be ſuc- 
= ceeded by no night; when they ſhall ſee 
; the great original of moral excellence; 
the fountain of light and life as he is, and 


drink of that perennial ſpring of pleaſure 


which gladdens and rejoices all the city 
of the living God. With rapture may 


the pious ſoul continually exult in the 
hope of the glory of God. Borne upon the 


de pe off 5 Ee 
; 


this world, and penetrate into the hidden 
glories of immortality : as thou riſeſt, this 
world will gradually leſſen to thy view: 
from thence, as from a mighty eminence, 
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joys; the'filent intimations of the future 


in his light ſhall ſee light; and when 
with deep infatiable delight they ſhall 


wings of faith, thou mayeſt riſe far above 
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ON CHRISTIAN HOPE 


— 


$ERM. thou mayeſt caſt an eye upon this incon- 


— fiderable ſpot of earth, and pity the igno- 


hy 


ble ſpirits which grovel upon its ſurface ; 
the ſons of vanity, the ſport of paſſion. 
O ſuffer not this world, with all its frail 
and withering honours, ever to ſwell fo 
big in thy ſight, as to intercept the glo- 
ries of the world beyond it ; but. often 
ſhifting aſide the paſſing ſcene, contem- 
plate the happy day afar off, and rejoice: 
Afar off we ſhould not ſay ; for after a 


very few ſteps more upon the theatre of 


life, this earthly houſe of thy tabernacle 
ſhall be diſſolved, : and its immortal inha- 
bitant, liberated 'from its preſent priſon, 
ſhall. return to its native region, to its 
congenial Joys. 

But farther, it is evidiias that this re- 


joicing, which is founded upon the hope 


of the glory of God, is not the indiſcri- 
minate lot of all men. It is appropriated 
and peculiar to the pious alone. None 
but theſe can have a title to ſuch bleſſed- 


neſs. A wicked and corrupted man is in- 


diſpoſed, from the very nature of his cha- 


racter, for entering upon this holy and 
immortal inheritance. He can have no 


title 
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AND PATIENCE, 


title to the actual poſſeſſion of a thing for 


which he is not in the leaſt prepared, and 


by conſequence can have no right to re- 
joice in the hope of that, to the enjoy- 
ment of which his own inherent impuri- 
ty ſhall prove a natural and an eternal 
obſtacle. He muſt'remain without hope, 


being without God in the world. And, 
can imagination draw to itſelf a picture 
of more ſubſtantial wretchedneſs than 
this? Of all men living he muſt be the 


moſt miſerable ; flung out into the wilder- 


neſs of life; deſerted by the friendly ls 
of God, and encompaſſed with a thouſand 


inſtruments of miſery, where can he ex- 
pect to find a ſafe retreat? In the day of 
his adverſity, to what good hand can he 
apply for relief; to what kind heart can 


he diſcloſe the ſorrows of his foul? The 


prayer of the wicked is an abomination 
to the Lord: Becauſe he has called, and 
the ſinner refuſed, ſtretched out his hand, 

and he regarded it not, but ſet at nought 


all his counſel, and would have none of 


** his reproof, therefore he laughs at his ca- 


* lamity ; he mocks when his fear cometh, 


*« when his fear cometh as deſolation, and 


Ty « deſtruction 
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4 . as an whirlwind. Then he 
may call upon God, but he zwill not an- 
« Wer; he may ſeek him early, but ſhall 
“not find him,” Thus is he ſunk and bro- 


ken with the weight of preſent calamity, 


which he is not able to ſoothe by the hope 
of future good. One dark and diſmal 
cloud reſts perpetually, upon his ſoul, 
through which no ray of light or comfort 
is ever ſeen to penetrate; and after ha- 
ving paſſed through a life of deſpondency 
and gloom, he muſt expect to feel his ago- 
ny heightened into all the wildneſs of the 
moſt horrible deſpair, when he approaches 
to the confines of the eternal world, where 
all the dee NE „ ſhall be caſt into 
* hell, and all the people that forget their 
“God. He dieth in the bitterneſs of his 
* ſoul; the terrors of the Lord take hold 
* on him as waters; a tempeſt ſtealeth 
him away in the night; a ſtorm hurleth 
him out of his place; he is driven from 
“light into darkneſs, and hiſſed out of 
* the world; he hath no name in the 
+ ftreet, and his remembrance periſheth 
if from off the earth. Such is the portion f 
« of 
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« of the wicked, and this the heritage ap- 
pointed him by God.” 

The truth is, and may the great Father 
of the ſpirits of all fleſſi impreſs this truth 
upon our hearts, in full and indelible cha- 
racters, that real and ſubſtantial virtue, 


ſound and heart - felt piety, is the only baſis 


on which we can found our hope of the 


glory of God. Miſtake me not; I mean 


not in the way of merit: I mean, how- 


ever, that this is the grand condition 
eſtabliſhed by the expreſs and irrevocable 


appointment of Almighty God; and he 
that builds upon another bottom, © his 
« truſt! ſhall be cut off; his hope ſhall be 


the ſpider's web; he may lean upon his 


© houſe, but it ſhall not ſtand; he may 
hold it faſt, but it ſhall not endure.”” 


Integrity and goodneſs was the path which 


Chriſt invariably trode to heaven. Inte- 
grity and goodneſs is the only avenue he 
has pointed out to thoſe celeſtial ſeats; 
and 1t is written by the hand of the Re- 
deemer himſelf, over the gate of the Zion 
above, Not every one that ſaith unto 
% me Lord, Lord, ſhall enter into the 


* kingdom of heaven, but he that doth. 
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8 te the will of my Father which is in hea- 


ven.“ This is a ſtate where the bleſſed 1 
" inhabitants are enraptured with the grand "0 
contemplation of the infinite excellence _ 
of God, and glowing with the flames of \ 
divine love, rejoice to do the will of their 1 
Father. They only, therefore, who poſ- a 
ſeſs in ſome degree the ſame ſentiments ] 
and feelings, are allowed to exult in the 
hope of this precious poſſeſſion. They { 
indeed whoſe hearts are animated with MR 1 
unfeigned love to God, and to their R- 
deemer, and with an inſeparable attach- { 
= - ment to truth, to righteouſneſs and cha- 
8 rity, may and ought to rejoice in this | 
4 bleſſed expectation: Aſſured of the ſound- | 
3 neſs of their hearts, and of their ſincerity 
4 in the covenant of God, though accompa-' 
8 nied with many of thoſe frailties which 
4 are the unavoidable effects of human in- 
q firmity, ſuch a conſciouſneſs ought to in- 
\ ſpire them with a ſacred joy and triumph. 
A In ſuch a pious character, melancholy is 
i | a great misfortune ; nay it is a blemiſh, 
A it is a fault. IIl does it become the candi- 


dates for glory, the expectants of immor- 
tal tehcity, to wear a cloud upon the 
countenance : 
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countenance: it is a diſhonour to religion SERM. 
itſelf, To them it belongs to give a fa 


vourable repreſentation of the principles 
of piety, and to demonſtrate. to all the 


world, that the yoke of Chriſt is eaſy, and 


his burden light; that the ways of God 


are ways of pleaſantneſs, and that all his 
paths are full of peace. | 

In the ſecond place: Another duty which 
the Apoſtle very naturally ſubjoins to this, 
is, patience in tribulation'; a duty moſt yi- 
gorouſly cheriſhed and ſtrengthened by 


the exerciſe of that joyful hope which has 


already been mentioned and deſcribed. 
For ſurely the thickeſt clouds which all 
the wrath of man, andall the rage of per- 


ſecution which malice can raiſe, are ne- 
ver able entirely to darken this glorious 
proſpect of the Chriſtian: the ſmalleſt rays 
emitted from whoſe divine joys are ſuf” 


ficient to reconcile the ſpirit to all the 
rigours and ſeverities of obedience, to 
teach it to rejoice in adverſity, to ſmile 
on agony and death itſelf. Shall the moſt 
grievous calamities of this mortal life 


greatly harraſs the man who is born the 
heir of an eternity of joy? Why be ex- 
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may deprive us of out external poſſeſſions, 
things which, as Chriſtians, we are bound 
to conſider as foreigu to our higheſt, in- 
tereſt, while it cannot take away from us 
the glorious kingdom, which it: is the Fa- 
ther's will to gave his Natieng . aan 
to the killing of a body! ? ay can 0 n no 
farther; the grave ſhall put a period to 
all hoſtilities; there the nn n 
from troubling. 

Patience under the eee or PTY 1 
ſtreſſes of life, whatever they may be, is 
indeed a moſt eſſential grace, which, how- 
ever difficult it may be to carry to its 
higheſt exerciſe in this infant ſcene of be- 
ing, yet, in a ſtate of virtuous education, 
is abſolutely neceſſary to be formed and 
cheriſhed. within the heart, as the moſt 
genuine growth of the Chriſtian life, as 
fundamentally requiſite to conſtitute, to 
denominate the Chriſtian character, be- 
Cauſe it is ſo intimately, ſo invariably 
connected with all the principles from 
which the life and ſpirit of piety are de- 
rived. All religion is funded: upon the 

20134 877 x : _ perſuaſion 
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perſuaſion of the Rroviderce > of God and NY 7: 
the full belief of his continual protection 8 


and tender anxiety, exerted in the care of 
thoſe WhO are devoted to his ſervice. FO 


them he ſtands in the moſt comfortable 
the maſt honourable relation: their hearts 


are allotted by Providence to bs-thei ſeats 


of that triumphant exultation, which flows 
from this moſt bleſſed conviction, that if 


there is any truth in the moſt certain 
principles of reaſon and revelation, their 


piety is favoured of heaven, they are | 
at all times under the ſpecial charge and 


protection of the Almighty, under the 
guardianſhip of infinite wiſdom: © Light 


is indeed ſown for the righteous, and glad- 


neſs for the upright in heart. Since there- 
fore the Lord reigneth, let the righteous 
rejoice, and thoſe who are of a pure ſpirit 


ſhout for joy; for though he walk upon 


the wings of the wind, though he ride up- 


on the whirlwind of ſtorms and afflictions, 


they know the place of perfect ſafety. He 
is their hiding place, their refuge, and 


their fortreſs, and with confidence may 


they repoſe themſelves av the! n 
1 ſhade-of hit winggsw 297 
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Never indeed can we ſufficiently labour 


— to fix upon our minds the moſt favourable 
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ſentiments of the appointments of Provi- 
dence, and of thoſe moſt gracious pur- 
poſes which all its corrections are intend- 
ed to ſerve in our hearts; for the father- 
ly care, and tender anxiety of God, is vi- 
ſible in all thoſe various methods by-which 
he governs and preſerves the fidelity of 
his ſervants. Often does he aſſume the 
air of ſeverity and wrath, in kind com- 
paſſion to our weakneſs and infixmities; 
to cure the diſordered mind ; to reduce it 
to ſound and ſober reaſon ; and to recal 
our ſtraying ane S the * f 
death. 

Thus, adverſity i is not to be ae 
as the regular expreſſion of the hatred 
and indignation of Almighty God, other- 
wiſe it would be hard indeed to vindicate 
the ways and dealings of God to men, 
ſince the beſt of men are born to trouble 
as the ſparks fly upward. Human life is 
a chequered, a much diverſified ſcene. 
Outward joy or diſtreſs are alternatly diſ- 
ſpenſed, according as either may beſt pro- 
mote the deſigns of their merciful and all- 


gracious 
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gracious Author. The ſerene and cheer- 

ful field of proſperity, is ſometimes in a 

moment obſcured with clouds, and chan- 

ged into a barren and frightful wilder- 
neſs. The indulgent Father of the hu- 
man race, by a ſudden reverſe of fortune, 
ſometimes recals the benefits which he 

had conferred, and lays afflictions upon the 
loins of men. But were we ſufficiently ac- 
quainted with our own hearts, we ſhould 
be often able to inveſtigate the reaſon of 
that which we complain of as a cruel re- 
volution. Was it not, perhaps, becauſe 
we were become intoxicated with theſe 
bleſſings themſelves, inſenſible of our de- 
pendance upon their giver, and even in- 
attentive to the importance of thoſe nu- 
merous mercies which ſurround us, and 
which, by being repeated, had become fa- 
miliar and deſpiſed? They were withs 
drawn to teach us their value from their 
abſence: the poiſon had begun to inſi- 
nuate itſelf into thy ſoul : the all-ſkilful 
Phyfician adminiſtered the ſeaſonable an- 

tidote which ſaved thy life. 

In general : They who make the God 
of Jacob their hope and confidence, may 
relt 


* 


sm reſt aſſured, that every event which falls 
— to their lot is the beſt, upon the whole, 
for their particular fituation, becauſe: it is 
diſtributed by one who muſt neceſſarily 
beſtow his higheſt bleſſings upon thoſe: 
who are his favourites; but what thoſe: 
higheſt bleſſings are, whether poverty or 
riches, whether adverſity or. proſperity, it 
becomes us to leave to the determinations: 
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of that God, who judgeth not as man 


judges, and who allotes to his ſervants in 
this world, not what may appear moſt flat- 


tering to the eye of ſenſe, but what he 
knows to be beſt ſuited to their particular 
neceſſities, and moſt beneficial to their 
trueſt intereſts. In this determination it 
is our duty to acquieſce ; for what ſober 
or well-regulated mind could wiſh for an 
happier ſituation, than to be under the 
conduct of one who knows his nature far 


better than he himſelf is able to do; who 


knows the nature and influence'of all the 
objects here below upon the particular 


frame and temper of every individual 


heart; and who, in kind mercy, often 
withholds from us thoſe dangerous goods, 
which might prove a curſe to our ſouls ? 

>} | . | * How 
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« How happy are the people whoſe God s ER? M. 
„is the Lord ;?* who are the ſubjects of —— 
that kingdom whoſe Monarch is fo in- 
finitely wiſe and beneficent ! How bleſſed 
are they who place their hope in that 
eternal arm, © which made the heavens 


6e and the earth, and all that 1s therein; 


„which keepeth truth for ever; which 


© exerciſeth judgment for the oppreſſed; 
«* which relieveth the fatherleſs and the 
„ widows ; which giveth food unto the 


* hungry; which is the ſalvation of the 


% upright, the ſtrength of the righteous,” 
in all the ſeaſons of diſtreſs and ſorrow ! 
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reached at the Celebration of the Saen of the 
_LarDp's Supper, + 
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Who is be that overcometh the world, but he 
that believeth that Feſus is the Son of God? 


S ERM. 
XVII. 


boaſted of their title to the high 
character of the children of God, in con- 

ſequence of the external advantages, and 

5 precious privileges, which they enjoyed. 
This Apoſtle had inſinuated the inſignifi- 

cancy of ſuch a claim under the diſpenſa- 

tion of Chriſtianity. Their relation to 

£7 God 
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God, of which they vaunted ſo much, *EAM. 
would now avail them nothing, unleſs thney 


ſhould comply with the conditions pre- 
ſcribed by the Goſpel; the moſt eſſential 
of which, for conſtituting their filial rela- 
tion to God, was a vigorous principle of di- 
vine faith. All who heartily believed that 


Jeſus was the Son of God, commiſſioned by 
him to execute the great purpoſes of hu- 
man redemption, and who governed them- 


ſelves according to the profeſſion of ſuch 
a belief, did alone deſerve the name of 
the ſons of God, were. entitled, through 


Chriſt, to all the precious benefits reſult- 
ing from the diſpenſation of grace, and 


ſhould at laſt be admitted to all the in- 


effable felicities of their Father's houfe ' 


above, and rejoice for ever before his 
face. Who is he that overcometh the world, 
but be that believeth that Jeſus is the Son of 
God? Who can be ſo nobly furniſhed for 
obtaining the victory over the tempta- 
tions, the allurements, and the terrors of 
the world, as he who is poſſeſſed of this 
important perſuaſion? He feels a power- 
ful principle within, which gives an ele- 

vation 
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FIN vation to his views, and a firmneſs and 


Sen. * Whole character. 


da diſcourting barer from cheſe words, 
1 propoſe, - dy <righ 1600, 76 

iſt,. To point out e a che Form: 
1 and the character, of that Chri- 
ſtian belief, to which ſuch e ope-" 
ration is here attributed; and, 


2d, To conſider how ern ind wich 
| adapted, ſuch an inſtrument muſt be for 


rendering the mind triumphant over the 
world, for ſecuring ſucceſs to it in its pur- 


ſuits of virtue, and for adorning it wilh | 


all e een 6-12 | 


Firſt With reſpect? to the Need! no- 


tidn-of faith, it evidently denotes a firm 


perſuaſion of the mind concerning the 


truth and reality of any particular propo- 


fit ion, derived either from the ſuggeſtions 


of reaſon, or from proper teſtimony. All 
religious belief may, and undoubtedly 


ought to be, founded in the underſtand ing, 
- which muſt have its proper ſhare in in- 
fluencing the choice and approbation of 
the mind. Our own reaſon we can never 
_—— ei 
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avoid conſidering | as the firſt channel 5s * I 
through which God communicates 'to us 


notice or intimation of his will, of his 


character, and of his operations. It is 
the inſpiration of the Almighty 3 it is the 
candle of the Lord. Weak, indeed, and 


feeble may be its light; and its diſco- 


veries may reach only to a narrow extent. 


But the imperfection of its reach can be 
no obſtacle to its influence, with regard 
even to truths of that ſublime and exalted 
kind which may naturally ſurpaſs i its pe- 
netration, and eſcape its full comprehen- 


ſion, if, at the ſame time, they come at- 


tended with that ſtriking and undeniable 


demonſtration, which fixes and aſcertains 


them to be the declarations of God. 


When we ſpeak of the foundations of 


Chriſtian belief in particular caſes, we 


know that it cannot be ſaid, in ſtrict pro- 


priety of language, that all the different 
branches of that divine ſyſtem are capable 
of receiving proof from thoſe external 
evidences, which demonſtrate its general 
truth: for the great lines of natural reli- 
gion, and the precepts of moral conduct, 
Are, in ſome meaſure, deducible from ano- 
EE e 
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SERM. ther ſource. They may be inveſtigated 
——— by the capacities of reaſon; and they pot- 

| ſeſs a natural excellence, which approves 

itſelf to every mind. Yet we muſt main- 

tain, that the evidences, internal and mi- 

raculous, which demonſtrate the divine 

5 miſſion of its founder, do prove, by con- 
ſequence, the truth of all thoſe doctrines 

which he hath promulgated to the world; 

and do, at the ſame time, beſtow an addi- 


ſocial, and perſonal offices of life, whoſe 
propriety is manifeſt from the light of na- 
ture, *and which he hath confirmed and 
enforced by the laws of revelation. 
In general, the beſt and warmeſt friends 
of this moſt amiable ſyſtem will ever be 
3 | forward to aſſert, that all the various evi- 
42 dences, which are adduced by Providence 
c 5 to eſtabliſh its truth and divine origin, 
| "muſt undoubtedly be the objects of the 


underſtanding, and ſubjects of rational 


inquiry to thoſe intelligent beings, who 
muſt be allowed, who are indeed com- 
manded, to uſe the free, but modeſt and 
humble, exerciſe of the powers of their 
nature, as what can alone lay the founda- 

tion 


| tional authority upon all thoſe pious, and 
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tion of true religion, of manly devotion, N. 
of a reaſonable ſervice, of that dignity f 
ſpirit, and that fortitude and perſeverance 
in the ſervice of God, which ſhould di- 
ſtinguiſh every real Chriſtian. Blindneſs 
and raſhnefs of mind ſends forth an haſty 
flame, which is readily extinguiſhed by 
the feebleſt breath; but real and laſting 
muſt be the influence of that belief, which 
is founded on the deep conviction of rea- 
ſon; which, from an opinion of the un- 
derſtanding, hath paſſed into a principle 
and feeling of the heart; and which, as 
it is fixed on ſo ſound a bottom, will be 
found, on every hazardous aſfault, durable 
and permanent. 
But farther: This our belief muſt be 
appropriated to a particular object; it 
muſt be directed to Jeſus Chriſt. It muſt 
therefore imply the firm perſuaſion of the f 
mind, that he is what he calls himſelf, 
and what all his Apoſtles teſtify, “ the 
“Son of God, the only begotten of the 
Father, who proceeded forth and came 
from God; the brightneſs of his glory, 
* and the expreſs image of his perſon, in 
_ # whom dwelt all the fulneſs of the God- 
| 1 head ; 
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SERM. © head bodily.” That this ſacred and di- 
vine perſonage, who co-exiſted with the 

5 Father before all ages, did, in the fulneſs 
21 time, condeſcend to leave the manſions 


© ON THE NATURE 


of eternal felicity, to aſſume our nature, 


to become the humble and afflicted Jeſus 
of Nazareth, that he might ſave his people 


from their fins. Thar, in this capacity, 


he executed the office of the great Pro- 


phet, ſent from God to inſtruct mankind 
in all the neceſſary branches of the divine 
will ; that he became the great High- 


Prieſt of the world, who, by the ſacrifice 
of himſelf, hath atoned for their ſins; and 


become the author of eternal ſalvation to 


all who obey him; that, though now in- 
vifible, he is highly exalted, as the Sove- 
reign Lord and King of all, inveſted with 
diſtinguiſhed power and glory in the hea- 
venly places, where he continues to carry 


on, and to complete, the whole HEE: of 
our rederaption. 


Nor is this belief merely chat cold un- 
ile aſſent which is the exerciſe of 


the underſtanding alone, and which may 
accompany the diſcovery of thoſe truths 
IN WHICH the mind takes no intereſt or 

concern. 


\ 
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concern. It is ſuch an earneſt perſuaſion 


of the truths which reſpect all the parts 


of his Divine character; of the import- 


ance of his doctrines; of the excellence 
of thoſe benefits which are derived from 
his merits, as denotes the warmeſt concur- 


rence of all our affections, as engages the 


mind to comply with all the terms of the 
new diſpenſation of Divine grace, and to 


give obedience to all the venerable condi- 
tions on which it is founded. 
Hence we are obliged farther to ob- 
ſerve, that this belief is by no means a 
partial principle, which is allowed to 
ſatisfy itſelf with an acquieſcence in this 
Divine perſon, conſidered. only in one 
particular view of his character. Pre- 


ſumptuous muſt be their confidence in 


Jeſus as a propitiation .and atonement, 


who are conſcious that they indulge them- 


ſelves in any habitual vice. The vir- 


tues of his ſacrifice, though infinitely me- 
ritorious, ſhall never be proftitured ſo far, 
as to deliver from the wrath to come one 


unhallowed and corrupted ſoul. The pro- 
perties and qualifications of the Re- 


deemer, are intimately inter woven, and 
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SERM. never can be ſeparated; and they who 
=—— wantonly appropriate to themſelves an 


intereſt in his death, while they make 


no conſcience of following out his in- 
ſtructions, or ſubmitting to the govern- 


ment of his laws, expreſs ſomething, they 
know not what. Or, if they have any 
meaning at all, that meaning muſt be a 
direct inſult upon the character of their 
Redeemer; muſt be full of impiety; muſt 
be fraught with blaſphemy. Believe it, 
this ſacred faith is no wild, unaccount- 


able impulſe of the mind; it is a ſound, 
a ſolid, a rational and operative principle, 


which is never found unattended by the 
moſt precious and ineſtimable virtues, 
which muſt be delineated at all times on 
the outward character. If they are not to 
be ſeen there, or if the contrary ſymp- 
toms evidently appear, we may then, con- 
fiſtently with all the rules of charity, 
pronounce that ſuch a man is deſtitute of 


this divine principle. Is the world ſo very 
_credulous as to be convinced, that there 


is any ſhadow of truth in thoſe, who ſay 
that they believe in Jeſus as the Son of 
God ; but who, at the ſame time, make no 

| | ſcruple 
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ſeruple to break in upon his authority, to SERM. 
tranſgreſs his precepts, and to violate his —— 
laws? 

This obſervation leads us naturally to 
the ſecond head of diſcourſe ; pamely, 
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To conſider how ſuitable and well adap- 
ted the faith of the goſpel muſt be for 
rendering the mind triumphant over the 
world, for ſecuring ſucceſs to it in its 
purſuits of virtue, and for adorning it 
with all ſpiritual accompliſhments; 
To believe in Jeſus as the Son of God, 
implies a cordial perſuaſion of every one 
of the great fundamental truths of that 
religion which he hath formed for the 
world; and conſequently a ſteady ' con- 
viction of the perfections and deſigns of 
God, as they are revealed in the goſpel. 
This muſt be conſidered as the moſt ſub- . +» 
ſtantial ſecurity of all virtuous. conduct; 
without which the whole fabric of the re- 
ligious and maral duties muſt be frail and 
infirm, muſt be ready to totter and fall 
to the ground; To be perſuaded of the 
Exiſtence and eſſential attributes of God, | 
as the Creator, the Governor, the Judge, 
x Us, and. 
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SERM. and Lawgiver of nature, capable of en- 
— forcing obedience to his government by 


r 
A ” . 


all the authority of eternal rewards and 
puniſhments ; this is the great principle 
which can fix the obligations of duty on 
the conſciences of men, and give a pro- 
per and warm direction to all the move- 
ments of the human heart. Nor is there 
any other motive that can be found ſuf- 
ficiently ſtrong to give ſtability to the 
character of man, and to preſerve him, 
amid the violent, or more delicate temp- 
tations of life, from being drawn aſide 
from the ſtraight and regular line of duty. 
Does he poſſeſs the warm, the rooted, the 
habitual conviction that there is a God, 
who, though invifible, is about all his 
ways, noting the moſt indifferent parts of 
his character, and obſerving, with an at- 
tentive and anxious eye, all his aftions, and 
all his thoughts ? Where, in the compaſs 
of all the laws of reaſon and ſociety, is 
there ſo powerful a check upon the {ſoul 
of man; or any motive that can produce 
ſuch circumſpection and cautious vigi- 
lance? What an anxious concern muſt 
poſſeſs. his breaſt to acquire the character, 

* and 
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and to follow out the conduct, 3 hes 8 En 


comes one who believes that he is per- 


petually under the eye of that Being, be- 
fore whom his whole ſoul ſtands, at all 
ſeaſons, ſtript and unveiled? How little 
will it ſignify to ſuch a man, though the 
whole world ſhould join in the loudeſt ap- 
plauſes of his piety and virtue, if he is 
conſcious that there is one motive, lurk- 
ing within, which cannot bear the ſcru- 
tiny of an all-ſearching God? Does he feel 
the deep and abiding conviction that this 
God, who takes cogniſance of his con- 
duct, is the invariable friend of virtue, 
and the determined enemy of vice, and 
will, one day, exhibit all the magnificence 
of his power, in rewarding the one and 
puniſhing the other; and is there any 
thing that can be deviſed, fo capable to 
intereſt the heart, and to take hold of all 

its principles ? 
There is indeed a reaſonableneſs, a com- 
lineſs in virtue, and its exerciſes are at- 
tended with a natural fatisfaRtion and 
pleaſure. But ſtill every man, who has 
the leaſt acquaintance with the world, or 
the ſtate of his own mind, will immedi- 
ately 
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ately confeſs, that ſuch is the inward | 


>—— treachery of the heart; ſo great the vio- 


lence of its paſſions, when addreſſed by 


"ſome powerful temptation, that all the 
praiſes which men, in their cool hours, 


moſt juſtly beſtow upon the purſuit of 
holineſs, as intrinfically lovely, beautiful, 


and excellent, and as capable of conſti- 
tuting its own reward, will often be found 


in practice but empty ſounds, a defence 
too weak againſt the warm and repeated 
inſinuations of vice, altogether incapable 


of maintaining the fortitude of the mind 


unbroken by the ſevere aſſaults of trial 
and diftreſs, or of raiſing the ſoul to theſe 
elevated degrees, to theſe fingular inſtan- 


ces of virtue which are required by the 


Chriſtian laws. An higher, and a more 


vigorous energy is abſolutely neceſſary to 


counteract the violent propenſities of the 
mind, to affect the ſprings of its conduct, 


and to attach it with warmth and earneſt- 


neſs to the cauſe of virtue; an energy 
that can only be derived from the firm 


perſuaſion of thoſe truths which are re- 


vealed by Jeſus, that © verily there is a 
reward for the righteous, and a ſtrange 
| “ puniſhment 
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« puniſhment for the workers of iniqui- SERM. 
„ty.“ What can ſo effectually animate ww 


the hopes, or alarm the fears of man, as 
the conſideration that he is inveſted with 
the important character of a candidate 
for eternity; that he is ſtationed in a 
world which muſt ſoon be diſſolved; and 
that every action here below, every pe- 
riod of life, and every part of conduct, 
ſurveyed at preſent by the attentive eye 
of God, and treaſured up in his indelible 
records, ſnall, on the awful day of judg- 
ment, undergo a ſtrict, impartial ſcrutiny, 
and receive à final and irreverſible ſen- 
tence? 


The truth is, if ſufficient feelings of 


this pious perſuaſion were fixed and root- 


ed within the mind, and wrought into the 
frame and temper of the heart, we might 
depend upon ſeeing the moſt precious ef- 
fects, and numerous examples of that wiſe 
and ſteady character which is proof againſt 
all the inſinuations of the world, and all 
the imaginable difficulties of duty. For 
who, that is poſſeſſed of the common 
powers of reflection, will be prevailed on 
to ſacrifice a conſcience void of offence, 

for 
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s ERM. for all the moſt flattering. bribery which 
ie is in the power of this world to offer, 


- + 


er 


; a7 
= - $3 wa. = MICS. 3» © J = = - p_ = _ 
| 2 
- \ l LE N n 
' a= FR j - f 
— J — — — * , - * - * * Fee —_ — — ren ALAS 

por — — — 2 - 

q Np 4 — r 
rr * 


e 


W 
= F 
— 1 g N 


when he keeps in his eye the important 
reſult of his conduct; when he knows aſ- 
ſuredly that, for the ſake of a periſhing 
and fugitive delight, he muſt relinquiſh 
the generous ſatisfactions reſulting from 
the exerciſe of virtue, and abandon- for 
ever all his hopes of eternal happineſs ? 
In the venerable name of God! What is 
there, I beſeech you, which all this world 
can lay in the balance with innocence; 
with integrity ; with the immortal hopes 
which it inſpires? What ſhall it avail a 
man to poſſeſs the united treaſures, or to 
ſhine in the higheſt honours and diſtinc- 
tions of this life ; the gaudy deluſions of a 
ſingle moment; if, on account of that 
wealth, for which he hath, ſtrained and 
proſtituted his conſcience, he muſt ſuffer 
an eternal poverty; if, from that eminence 
of honour, he muſt be ſoon hurled down 
into the loweſt abyſs of infamy, there to 
mourn, for ever, with unavailing tears, 
with unprofitable ſorrow, over the loſs of 
God, of goodneſs, and of its joys? What 
ſignify the applauſes and careſſes of men, 
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if they are purchaſed at the expence of RN 
virtue and of honour? How ſoon ſhall that 
tongue be for ever dumb; which uttered 
the falſe and deceitful praiſe? How ſoon 

ſhall that ear be for ever deaf, which re- 
ceived it with joy? How ſoon ſhall there 

come an awful period, when the applauſe 
ſhall. be converted into the moſt public 
diſgrace, and his infamy be proclaimed to 

all the reaſonable creation, by one who 

is the unerring Judge of the merits of 

every character? Can the rougheſt arm of 
adverſity wreſt integrity from the heart 

of that man ho is conſcious of his bleſſed 
deſtination, and pants for an eternity of 
joy? He will ever remember the ſacred 
dignity, the divine origin of virtue. He 
embraces it as the child of heaven, as the 

image of the eternal God, which will not 

belie its form, nor retire one footſtep from . 
its ſtation, for all the menaces of impotent 
men. He conſiders it as the facred truft, 
committed by God to man, which muſt 
be preſerved inviolate, unhurt by ſhame 
or fear. Fortified by this habitual im- 
preſſion, and animated by faith in the un- 
ſeen recompenſe of reward, when the 


winds 


oN THE NATURE 


winds of affliction blow; when the rains 
of diſtreſs deſcend; when the billows of 
adverſity beat thick upon his ſoul, he will 
obſt inately withſtand their united aſſaults. 
His hope is founded on the rock of ages. 
His confidence is in that God, who is the 
perpetual guardian of earneſt virtue; who, 
by the powerful influences of the divine 
Spirit, will eſtabliſh thoſe who are devoted 
to his ſervice, make them bold in the 
profeſſion, and reſolute in the practice of 
the truth, and at laſt more than conque- 

rors, through Him that loved them. 
But farther, this belief, as directed to 
the great article of Chriſtianity, the ſa- 
tisfaction of Jeſus Chriſt, is to be conſi- 
dered as the moſt comfortable and enli- 
vening principle, and as giving a proper 
ſpirit and alacrity to all the branches of 
Chriſt ian obedience. Without this per- 
ſuaſion, a dark and heavy cloud lours 
upon the mind. The conſciouſneſs. of 
guilt, the diſmal apprebenſions of the 
wrath of that righteous Judge whoſe ho- 
nour hath been violated, and whoſe juſtice 
is enraged, | diffuſe a, moſt melancholy 
damp over all the powers of the ſoul, and 
check 
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check its ambition after thoſe immortal s ERM. 
rewards, to which, in this ſtate, it hath no — 


title, and which it cannot, of itſelf, by 
any efforts whatever, be {aid to deſerve. 
It is here, then, that this precious faith 
gives the moſt ſeaſonable relief from all 
our guilty fears; inſinuates into the heart 
the moſt divine conſolation, and ſuggeſts 
the nobleſt encouragement to quicken and 
invigorate all its virtuous efforts. From 
the view of this ſacred tranſaction, which 
was completed by the death of our Re- 
deemer, the ſoul receives an additional 
feeling of all the horrors of ſin, and is 
incited to the moſt vigorous and ſteady 
practice of all the duties of obedience. 

In the laſt place: How powerful is the 
influence, how ſovereign the efficacy of 
this principle, to overcome the dread of 
death, and conſequently to eſtabliſh a per- 
petual ſerenity within? A ſerenity by 
which the mind is qualified for enjoying 
life itſelf with a proper reliſh, and at the 
ſame time for looking. forward to the pe- 
riod which ſhall terminate it, not only 
without painful emotion, but with a ſe- 
ret joy. The Chriſtian knows in whom 


he 
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SERM. he hath believed. His dependence is on 
dat Saviour, whoſe rod and ſtaff ſhall be 
the friendly companion of his footſteps 
through the valley of the ſhadow of 
death, and condu him to glory endleſs 
and incorruptible. 
Thus may we be convinced f. Fg ne- 
ceſſity and importance of this principle 
of faith in Jeſus as the Son of God;. a 
principle which is the ſource of the moſt 
animating conſolation, which is ſubſer- 
vient to the moſt generous purpoſes of re- 
ligion on our hearts, and which alone is 
calculated to operate thoſe effects which 
it is the glory of religion to produce, and 
the ornament of humanity to diſplay. It 
becomes us, therefore, to employ with 
diligence. the means by which. it is eſta- 
bliſhed. Let us eſpecially hold in the 
higheſt eſtimation the ſacred feſtival of 
this day, which is appointed to invigo- 
rate our pious faith. From it we may 
expect to derive ſtrength and nouriſhment 
to this beſt of principles, ſo beneficent to 
virtue, ſo nobly calculated to influence 
the feelings, and to regulate the conduct 
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of men ; and which, in proportion to its s rand 
power, will confirm our attachment to 
our duty, ih the midſt of all oppbſition, 
ſupport our reſolution in every ſeaſon of 
temptation, and aſſiſt our progreſs to thoſe 
manſions of perfect holineſs and untainted 

virtue, which are to be reached only by 

the practice of holineſs and virtue upon 

earth. 
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SERMON XVIL 


COMMUNION WITH GOD, AN OBJECT OF DESIRE ro 
Se, ' THE PIOUS M m. 


Jos, x: xxiii. 3. 


0 ar J knew where I might fnd him, that 


I might come even unto his ſeat. 


HIS very ſublime and valuable book 
preſents us with the hiſtory and 
character of a perſon who had experienced 
the moſt remarkable viciſſitudes of human 
life. He had once enjoyed the brighteſi 
{miles of Providence, and was crowned 
with many temporal honours and digni- 


ties. God, we are told, had made an 
hedge about him, and about his houſe, | 
and 
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and about all that he poſſeſſed on every 8 ERM. 


in the land; and he was the greateſt of 
all the men of the eaſt. But, from high 
elevation, he was at once funk into the 
loweſt abyſs of miſery. Calamities, great 


and unexpected, fell upon him, and in a 


moment blaſted all his pomp and glory. 
In this ſituation he received a viſit from 
his friends; from them, no doubt, he ex- 


pected the lenient offices of pity, and: all 
that generous ſympathy which is due to 


the wretched. Theſe miſerable comfort- 


ers, however, appear to have had no other 


object in view but to aggravate his for- 
rows, and inſult his diſtreſs. It was their 
inhuman employment to diſplay all their 
ſkill and invention in forming ſuch argu- 


ments, and in throwing out ſuch cruel 
inſinuations, as might give the ſevereſt 


ſtings to the miſeries which he endured. 
Hence they continually inſiſted upon this 
one falſe principle, that every calamity 
of life was an immediate infliction of di- 
vine judgment; that theſe temporal evils 
could deſcend only on thoſe who were 


X 2 guilty, 
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R ovilty, and forſaken of heaven; and alle 


Paine therefore, with the loſs of his proſperity, 


he had loſt the dearer happineſs, of the 
favour and countenance of his God. © Re- 


„member,“ faid they, © who ever periſh- 


«© ed being innocent, or when were the 
„ righteous cut off. Is not thy wicked- 
“ neſs great, and thine iniquity infinite? 
te for ſurely if thou wert righteous, the 


« Almighty would, awake for thee, and 
render the habitation of thy righteouf. 


«neſs proſperous.” But ſtill amidſt all 


+his variety of miſery, the ſpirit and the 


life of piety remained untouched. Con- 


fcious of his innocence, and firmly per- 


ſuaded of the equity of God, this holy 


man feels a ſacred attraction to the pre- 
ſence of that Being, before whom he 


could juſtify his character; to whom he 
could pour out his complaints ; and from 


whoſe ſociety and friendſhip he had rea- 
ſon to expect that animating ſolace and. 
comfort, which was ſo vainly looked for 


from the falſe and treacherous friendſhip 
of the world. 

In diſcourſing from theſe words, we ſhall 
inquire, in the firſt place, Where God is 


to 
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to be found; in the ſecond place, We SER. 
XVII. 
mall endeavour to ſhow you, that the 
pious mind is naturally led to ſeek after 
God, and to breathe with ardour after a 
near communion with him. 
In the firſt place It is obvious that 
God will be found, by every ſober and ra- 
tional inquirer, in his works. Where 
ever the eye of man turns itſelf to ſurvey 
the great objects of creation and provi- 
dence, it ſees and acknowledges a preſent 
Deity. Look up unto. the heavens, and 
the ſpacious firmament : Conſider the 
great and ſplendid objects with which 
they are adorned! Do they not manifeſt 
the preſence, and diſplay, in illuſtrious 
characters, the power, the wiſdom, and be- 
neficence of God! Their inſtruction is 
gone out through all the earth, and their . 
words to the end of the world. The dif- 
ference of languages may obſtruct the 
communication of truth ; but theſe hea- 
venly bodies are ſo many illuſtrious tokens _ 
of the nature and majeſty of God, hung 
out from on high, to convey their ample 
demonſtrations to every nation. 
X 3 There 
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There is no ear ſo deaf which their voice 
cannot reach ; no mind fo barbarous that 
it cannot receive their inſtruction. ' With 
what. an irrefiſtible influence muſt the 
mind of man be drawn to acknowledge 
the preſence and energy of that Supreme 
intelligence, whoſe powgr at firſt wound 
up the great machine, lighted up the fun, 
faſhioned the ſpacious globes of heaven, 


aſſigned them their different orbits, and 
whoſe hand, for ever behind the ſcene; 


preferves them in regular and unerring 
harmony, From the heavens caſt thine 
eye upon this earth; there too thou may- 
eſt find the reſidence of the eternal God. 
Contemplate the various objects which it 
prefents to thine obſeryation, and they 
will all proclaim the active preſence of, 
the great Creator. He worketh upon the 
right hand; and upon the left: He ſtands 
revealed to the fight of reaſon in all the 


. glories of the works of nature, and in the 


unceaſing bounties of his providence. In 
what palpable characters is wiſdom ſtamp- 
ed upon the whole ſtructure of the world? 
and how fayourably muſt we be led to 

my Judge 
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judge of that conſummate art which pre- A 
vails through all the parts of creation, 
from the beauty and perfection which we 
plainly diſcover in choſe that are more ob- 
vious to our view? 
But let us now turn for a little from 
the inanimate works of nature, to con- 
template man, the nobleſt work of God 
in this lower world; the image and re- 
ſemblance of the great Artificer him- 
| ſelf! Whether we conſider our external 
frame, or that internal ſpiritual prin- 
ciple which we feel within our breaſts, 
we are furniſhed with the plaineſt marks 
of a peculiar wiſdom and ſuperintending 
Providence, Let us attend particularly. 
to the inward part of our conſtitution, 
which forms the diſtinction of human na- 
ture. We find a principle of wiſdom and 
virtue, capable of vaſt and extenſive know- 
ledge, of ſublime and lofty defigns ; form- 
ed to contemplate truth; to purſue good; 
able to reflect upon the paſt z to foreſee. 
the future; endowed with capacities. to 
dive into the reaſon of things, and open 
the ſecret ſprings of nature; to inveſti - 
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S ↄ the moſt profitable ſchemes of public good, 


Theſe ſublime perfections of human na- 


ture are the features of the Divinity; they 


intimate our connection with heaven, and 
our extraction from thence. They diſ- - 
cover that ſupreme God, from whom they 
proceed, to be himfelf full of intelli- 
gence and deſign; poſſeſſed in his own 
nature of degrees of wiſdom, and power, 
and goodneſs, inconceivably more excel- 
lent than what are communicated to his 
works. Thofe attributes, therefore, which 
we commonly afcribe to God, do in a 
certain meaſure exiſt in the frame of our 
own minds. There fome ſhadows, ſome 
reſemblances of that all perfect Eharacter 
are difcernible, and are indeed intended 
to be the faint repreſentation of that in- 


expreſſibly high ſtandard of moral excel- 


lence, the full diſplay of which would be 
an object too vaſt for our partial and li- 


mited eye to receive, and too illuſtrious 


for the weak and imperfect organs which 
we now poſſeſs to endure. 
In general, ſo manifeſtly does the pre- 


ſence of the Divinity ſtand confeſſed in 


every 


el 
' 
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every corner of the univerſe that lies open 


to our view ; that the man who, attempts, 
by argument, to baniſ the Creator from 


his works, or to ridicule others for their, 


too eaſy faith, however he may value 


himſelf upon the acuteneſs of his intellet,, 


and the force of his reaſoning, will be 
found, in every ſtep, proceeding upon the 
moſt glaring uncertainty ; receiving the 


groſſeſt abſurdities ; believing things for 


which there is no ſhadow of foundation, 
and adopting opinions totally contradic- 
tory to all the intimations of reaſon, and 
to the loud voice of nature and experi- 


ence. We know that, in the preſent ſcene 
| of. things, there are indeed appearances 


which ſtartle and perplex the human 
mind, and have led the unthinking to 
call in queſtion the preſence of a Supreme 
intelligence. But how blind muſt that 


man be, how arrogant and impious all 


his reaſonings, who ventures to draw ſo 
abſurd a concluſion ; to reject the nume- 
rous and certain proofs of wiſdom and 
benevolent deſign, and from appearances, 
falſely called irregular, to ſay, that there 
is no Divinity that animates and guides 
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the whole? What mind is fit for form- 
ing a judgment of what may be thought 
an error in the ways of Providence? What 


5 head can contemplate, without giddineſs, 


the depths of infinite wiſdom? What un- 
derſtanding can ſound its unfathomable 
abyſs? The little and detached proſpect 
of the Divine economy which we are al- 
lowed to ſee, gives us not a clear opening 


into the connection and ſubſerviency of 


all its different parts; but from the ge- 


neral evidence of the moſt aſtoniſhing de- 
fign, and from the whole analogy and 
conſtitution of nature, the mind of man 


may reſt aſſured, that theſe puzzling ap- 


pearances, by which it is ſometimes per- 
plexed, are undoubtedly the reſult of the 


deepeſt wiſdom, invariably connected with 
the moſt important ends, and are ſo far 


from affording an argument againſt the 


ſuperintending preſence of the Deity, that 
they ought to be confidered even as a con- 
firmation of that great principle, as what 
may be expected to occur in the works 
and government of an all- perfect Being, 
when reduced to the examination of our 
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the demonſtrations of the Divine preſence SERM. 
are, in the natural and moral world, yet na 


ſtill it muſt be confeſſed, that here the 
Divine character is not diſplayed ſo com- 


pletely as the neceſſities of the human 


ſoul e 


We proceed, therefore, to obſerve, in 
the ſecond place, That God is to be found 
more fully in that moſt precious revela- 
tion of himſelf ſent immediately from 
heaven. God no man hath ſeen, or can 
e ſee at any time, but the only begotten 
© of the Father, he hath declared him un- 
to men.“ Contemplate the Deity, then, 
as revealed to you in the Goſpel : There 
you behold him exhibited in all thoſe diſ- 
plays of his character, which not only in- 
ſpire us with a ſacred awe and reverence, 
but excite our joy and rapturous delight: 
aceommodating himſelf to all the neceſ- 
ſities of our condition, marking out to us 


the path of duty, and laying the ſure 


foundation for our beſt hopes: There he 
ſhines forth, not only in the divine pro- 
penſity of goodneſs, but in the ſtill higher 
| attribute of mercy, or a readineſs to re- 


ceive 
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ceive into favour every penitent offender ; 


>—— proclaiming himſelf © the Lord God mer- 


« ciful and gracious, pardoning iniquity, 


4 tranſgreſſion, and ſin: There he diſ- 


plays himſelf ſo full of beneficence and 
love, that he confines not the riches of 
his bounty to this ſhort and mortal ſtate, 
but gives to a! who ſhall return from their 
rebellion, and approve themſelves faith- 
ful to him, and to their duty, good hope, 


through grace, that when the earthly 


* houſe of their tabernacle. is diſſolved, 
„they ſhall be tranſlated into a building 
© of God, an houſe not made with hands, 
« which is eternal in the heavens.” 

. Theſe diſplays of the merciful deſigns 
of God in the diſpenſation of his grace, 
reflect a full light on the whole conſtitu- 
tion of nature, and enable us, in the moſt 
ſatisfactory manner, to account for all 
thoſe appearances which the vain and 
conceited reaſon of man 1s apt to regard 
as ſo many blemiſhes in the Divine admi- 
niſt ration. The reaſon of the Chriſtian, en- 
lightened by the inſtructions of the goſ- 
pel, conſiders this preſent life, not in a 
detached and ſeparate view, as the only 
— Periog 
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perfect ſtate of things. By means of this 
diſcovery, how. many of the ways and 
dealings of God are vindicated to man ! 


Carrying this principle in our minds, our 


ſentiments immediately alter with regard 
to the real value of the ſeveral diſtribu- 
tions of Providence; and thoſe things, 
which are now miſnamed evils, appear to 
be, in truth, the moſt ſubſtantial bleſſings, 
when they are conſidered as the inſtru- 
ments of advancing the higheſt good of 
man, the virtue and the happineſs of that 
ſoul which is appointed to ſurvive this 
tranſitory and periſhing world. s 

Led by this infallible guide, we are 
taught to look forward to an approaching 
period, when every doubt ſhall vaniſh ; 
when, from the infancy of our being, we 
ſhall riſe to the full maturity of our men- 
tal powers ; when every myſtery that oc- 
curs here ſhall become the ſubject of our 


delightful contemplation z and every diſ- 


honourable ſuſpicion of the Almighty's 


ways ſhall be changed into wonder, ap- 


probation, gratitude, and joy. 
: This 
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period of his exiſtence, but as bearing an 5 ERM. 
immediate reference to another and more 
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This naturally leads me to obſerve, in 


the third place, That God is to be found 


moſt fully and nn in the higheſt 


" heavens. - 


Though the preſence of God be.extend- 


ed over all, yet heaven is properly the 


exalted ſeat of that univerſal King; there 
the throne of his majeſty 1 1s erected ; there 
innumerable companies of cherubim and 
ſeraphim perpetually contemplate and 


adore his perfections, and ſtand obſequi- 
ous to his ſovereign commands ; there he 


gives the nobleſt exhibitions of his pre- 
ſence and Godhead, to thoſe favoured 


ſpirits who are exalted to behold the face 


of the Father, to rejoice in the contem- 
plation of his infinite excellence, and to 
partake of the felicity. amidſt which he 
dwells. 

| Theſe are the platten . are re- 
ſerved for the faithful in a future ſtate; 
but we muſt not omit to mention, before 
we conclude this head of diſcourſe; that, 
even in the preſent life, God is to be 


found in the ordinances and inſtitutions 


of his grace. 


In 


5 
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In the congregation of the ſaints, the s ERM. 
great Maſter of the aſſembly often ſhines —— 
forth in all his glory, communicating the 
livelieſt impreſſions of his majeſty and 
excellence, to thoſe who wait upon him 
with unfeigned piety, and who ſerve him 
in ſincerity and truth: There he often 
deſcends with all the energy of his grace, 
with all thoſe ſacred influences which re- 
vive the hearts of his humble worſhippeF, | 
which invigorate all their languid affec- 
tions, and * fill them with all TO and 
% joy in believing.” | 
We proceed now to ſhew you, in the 
ſecond place, That the pious are natural- »9 
ly led to ſeek God, and breathe with ar- 
dour after a nearer communion with him. 
The pious we fay, for it is peculiar to 
them to ſeek after, and to reliſh the pre- 
fence of God. It fs the character of the 
unrighteous, that © God is not in all their 
* thoughts.” Much do they labour to ba- 
niſh from their minds all ſenſe of his pre- 
ſence and fuperintendence, and have re- 
courſe to every ſuggeſtion that can lead 
them to a diſbelief of his exiſtence. The 
e and wickedneſs of the heart 
; itfelt 
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itſelf is the real ſource of all Atheiſin; 


— for every natural notion which men en- 


tertain of a Deity leads them to conſider 


him as a pure and holy Being; as filled 


with the utmoſt deteſtation of all im- 
morality and wickedneſs; as denouncing, 


and able to inflict, the moſt dreadful pe- 


nalties on every ſinful indulgence. It is 


true, indeed, that men may loſe ſight of 


eſe genuine conceptions of God, through 
the force of vitious ſolicitation, and ſuffer 
themſelves to be betrayed into the grati- 
fication of all the wicked demands of ap- 


petite and paſſion, till, by the natural pro- 


greſs of iniquity, the habits of vice be- 
come ſtrong and inveterate. Still, how- 
ever, theſe natural conceptions of the 


5 Deity, and of his indignation againſt ſin, 
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while they continue to live within the 


heart of the tranſgreſſor, though they may 


be too feeble to reſtrain his impetuous 
_ paſſions, do not fail to depreſs his ſpirit ; 


to vex and alarm his conſcience; and to 


- corrupt his reliſh for all the pleaſures of 
life. 


Something, therefore, muſt be done to 


afford him relief, Arguments are fram- 


ed, 


 _coMMUNION WITH GOD, &c. 


ed, no matter whether well or ill found- 


ed, to baniſn from his mind the belief of 25 


a God; and as it is the earneſt deſire of 


his heart that there were no preſent Deity 


to notice and puniſh his iniquity, fo this 
defire itſelf very eaſily throws a colour of 


truth on what he is ſo powerfully inclined 


to believe. It is thus that the wicked la- 


bour to perſuade themſelves that there is 
no preſent God, and ſeek in Atheiſm a re- 


treat from the vexatious ſtings of guilt. 
In this manner, indeed, men may flatter 
themſelves in their vicious courſes. But, 


alas! the real ſtate of things depends in 


no degree upon the paſſions or opinions of 
men. However they may ſtrive with an- 


xious induſtry to exclude the Deity from 


their thoughts, a God there is, from whom 


they cannot fly, from whoſe preſence they 


cannot for a moment conceal themſelves, 
who liveth and reigneth for ever, to pour 


a ſignal vengeance on all the workers of 


unrighteouſneſs. 8 

Far different are the views of the pious 
man. Much doth he rejoice in the per- 
ſuaſion of an omnipreſent God, a thought 


which gives a dignity and enlargement to 
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the mind itſelf, and lays it open to thoſe 
ſublime enjoyments which reſult from the 
contemplation of infinite perfection; en- 
joyments infinitely more ſolid than can 
be hoped for from all the pleaſures of 


ſenſe united; giving the fulleſt peace and 


ſerenity to the ſoul; of man, and ſpreading 


a cheerfulneſs and gaiety over the whole 


face of nature, which, without ſuch a 
conviction, muſt be covered with all the 
blackneſs of darkneſs.— In this mortal and 
changeful ſtate of things, what: curſe ſo 
great can befal a man, as to conſider him · 


ſelf as ſeparatgd/ from his God? By lea- 


ving God, does he not oblige God to leave 
him, and to withdraw that paternal fa- 


vour and protection, which is the moſt 


choice ingredient in the happineſs! of the 


righteous? And how wretched. myſt he 


be when thus left to himſelf, and deſtitute 


of every other reſource ! Such a thought 
is ſufficient to overwhelm and deſolate the 
heart. For, how in this wilderneſs of life, 
environed* with ſnares, encompaſſed by a 
multitude of dangers on every fide, pur- 


ſued by enemies, and aſſailed by innumer- 
able inſtruments of ruin, how gan he live 


in 


. 
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in peace, ee be k free from perplexing SEEM. 
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alarms? | 
Nor is it from without Kelle that ſor- 


rows ariſe to the man WHO is thus for- 


ſaken by his God. Within his ſoul it- 


ſelf there are many fruitful ſources of di- 


ſtreſs and pain. For what is he when 
abandoned to himſelf A creature reſt- 
leſs and irreſolute, full of uncertainty and 
doubt; 3 a flave to imagination and ca- 
price, impelled by furious paſſions, whoſe 
inconſiſtencies ravage and tear his heart, 
which by turns oppreſs him with ſadneſs, 
inflame him with ambition, ſhake him 


with fears, wound him with grief, or 


tranſport him with rage za picture this 
of the condition of thoſe devoted ſpirits 
who "inhabit the priſons of "everlaſting 
wrath, who are for ever forſaken by 80d, 
and in whom his providence takes no 
other concern than to ſecure and per- 
petuate their puniſhment. ' Whereas, did 
he rejoice in the preſence, and feel the 
influence of the ever bleſſed God, this 
principle would-* 'operate as a powerful 
charm to ſettle and compoſe his thoughts ; 
to limit his deſires; to ſoften his paſſions ; 


to fortify his reaſon; and to fill his whole 


„ ſoul 
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8 SERM. foul. with happineſs and peace. This is 8 
— ſctdhe privilege and the bleſſi ing of the rh 
righteous, to be connected with God, and 0 
to maintain a conſtant intercourſe With < 
Him, as the only object that can com- © 
pletely poſſeſs the ſoul : And who can tell t 
what a tide of joy he is able ſecretly to 8 
pour into the heart which is thus united "2 
to himſelf, and which deſires above all . f 
things his favour, as better than life and f 
all its enjoyments? How full and com- f 
plete muſt be the acquieſcence of the | 
mind, when, after being worn out with ; 
following the mockery of happineſs here | 


below, it returns from the vain deluſive 
purſuit, and by the exerciſe of devotion, 
enlarges itſelf to receive bim, who is its 
only proper and everlaſting conſolation? 
Like the ſun when he breaks through the 
heavy cloud that loured upon the world, 
= and pours forth his chearful rays to ani- 
3 | mate the face of nature; the light of the 
Divine countenance diſpels every cloud of 
care, and gladdens with its raviſhing com- 
munications the pious and holy heart, 
Formed by the, Supreme Mind ra- 
tional and | intelligent, the pious man ac- 
| Fi counts 


— 


a A 
MY 

3 

2 
ONES 

M 

1 » 

' 


COMMUNION” WETH"GOD, &. 


| E e . 2 8 1 2 a 
counts it the peculiar dignity of his na- 


ture, to know and to contemplate et 
a ſtudy which brings ſuch ' wiſdom,” 


. contemplation” which affords fuch ex- 


quiſite delight. While he expatiates 


through the ample field of nature, he 


views it as the auguſt temple of heaven. 
He venerates' a preſent Deity, by whom it 
is inhabited, and by whom it is upheld: 


Every grace and ornament which he diſ- 


covers, then ſerves as fuel to his devo- 
tion, kindles the pure flame of love to the 
ge ſource of all; whofe being is bound- 
leſs, immenſe, immeaſurable, and whoſe na- 

ture is ſupremely good and amiable. Does 
he ſee him as he is to be ſeen in the face 
of Jeſus, adorned with moſt gracious 
ſmiles, , publiſhing the wonders of his grace, 
greater than the heart of man can con- 
ceive, and exhibiting the Son of his love 
crucified for us? With what vehemence 
does he feel the fires of Divine love 
burning within his breaſt, and with what 
ardent aſpirations does his whole ſoul 


ſpring forth to embrace ſuch a God, ſuch 


a Father, ſuch a Friend. Filled with the 


higheſt admiration of ſo much glory and 


X-3 excellence, 7 
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excellence, his heart is united to God. 
He hath ſeen. an end, of all other perfec- 
tion under the ſuns. There is no good 


that grows on this narrow and corrupt 


ſpot of earth, but withers and dies upon 
Bis touch, and ſadly belies its flattering 
promiſes;amidſt all the wide compaſs of 
humanjpurſaits, he diſcerns mo object that 
is Worthy once to be named, in compari- 
ſon with the favour and countenance. of 
Him, on whom depends his everlaſting 
portion, Who is eternal in his nature, and 
unchangeable in his love. While he de- 
voutly contemplates the perfection of the 
bleſſed ſource of all, he feels that he 15 
engaged in a natural andi pleaſant exer- 
eiſe. But his pleaſure is heightened into 
rapture and exultation, when his mind is 
able to appropriate, as it were, to itſelf, 
that God, whoſe excellence it contem- 


plates with wonder and eſteem, and to ſay, 


this God is my, God, for, ever and ever. 
% Whom have Im heaven but thee, and 


40 there is none on earth whom my. ſoul 


6 deſires beſides thee;“ the world, „with 


“all its vain and fugitive delights will 


« gon forſake me; my friends may de- 
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© e ive mie, or the mold faithfulLof them 
© may be torn from my fond embrace by 
the hand of death; my own heart and 
c fleſh may faint and fail; but permanent, 
and ſtable, and everlaſting, is the Roc 
of Ages, cherſtaff and the ſupport of my 
© tottering frume, tlie companĩòn of my 
« footſteps through the valley of the 
e ſhadowy of death, and my unchange- 
4 able friend thröugh. eternity itſelf 
Much, therefore, doth he delight to ab- 
ſtrat himſelf from this tumultuous world; 
from this noĩſ y and fantaſtic ſcene of 
things, and to reſign himſelf to pious me- 
ditation to ſacred thought, to thoſe ſub. 
limè emotions, by which his. foul is able 
to raiſe itſelf above the entanglements of 
ſenſe, and to wing its way to that heaven 
to which it ſtands allied, Aude which it 
conſiders! as its final and een nn | 
tation. get BENS e 
In the e of laſs abate an 
manly'pleaſures; he ſeeks above all things 
the face and favour of his Creator, and a 
nearer approach to his Divine excellence. 
All wiſe men have an high reliſh for the 
pleaſures of friendſhip; and value it as the 
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choiceſt ingredient in human happineſs, to 
be connected with one whoſe worthy ex- 
ample, and wiſe. converſation, may im- 


prove them in knowledge and virtue, to 


whom they may have recourſe in all their 
ſorrows, and from whoſe good affections, 
and ſound underſtanding, they may derive 


ſympathy, relief, or ſalutary counſel. But 


even among the beſt of men there is not 
to be found a perfect character. The 
firmeſt of our friends may be ſeparated 


from us. Their power at the moſt is but 


narrow and circumſcribed, and may be 
unable to relieve the ſorrows of our hearts, 
or to beſtow on us any more than the tri- 
bute of pity. But in God the pious have 
found a friend, poſſeſſed of tranſcendent, 
ſupreme, and infinite excellence, from 
whole ſociety they can never retire, with- 


out feeling themſelves better and happier 


men ;—a friend omnipotent and omni- 
preſent, to whom they can at all times 
reſort, and enjoy, thoſe ſubſtantial bleſſings 
which flow from his favour ; a friend who 


ſlumbereth not nor fleepeth, who, amidſt 


all the vexatious events of life, can, with 


a lenient hand, ſmooth every rough tem- 


peſtuous 
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peſtuous care that gathereth upon the ſur · 1705 M. 
face of the ſoul, and make peace and === 
tranquillity to ſpring up in ee corner 
of the heart. Re UG: 
Can the largeſt FP WY of the wake 
heart extend beyond the happineſs” re- 
ſulting from ſuch a friendſhip," from 
ſuch an intercourſe? No doubt the moſt 
_ ample communications of ſpiritual joy, 
which men can receive from the great 
Father of lights, muſt be imperfect, by 
reaſon of the infinite and incomprehen- 
fible perfections of the Divine nature, 
and the frailty and infirmity of the hu- 
man character, which muſt remove the 
Deity to an unapproachable diſtance. But 
ſtill, thoſe emanations of the Divine fa- 
vour, which the righteous often feel fo re- 
freſhing to their ſouls, muſt make them 
breathe after nearer approaches to the - 
great ſource of conſolation, and wiſn to 
ſhare in all that can be enjoyed of God 
upon earth. The more they have ſeen of 
the. glory of that Almighty King, the 
nearer will they deſire to contemplate his 
excellence, and the more will they ftrive 
to purify their ſouls from every corrup- 
tion that may keep them at a diftance 
| q W 
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SERV. from Him, and to acquire thoſe divine 
1 8 88 graces which may render thiem the proper 


F 


objects of his. favour! and how do their 


* ſouls ſwell with joy, when they look for- 


ward to that approaching: period, when 
they ſhall come even unto his ſeat, when 


from this earthly temple! they ſhall be 


advanced to the immediate reſidence of 
that immortal King? Enraptured with 
the grand idea, they long earneſtly for 
the happy time, when this mortal ſhall 


put on immortality, When they fhall 


adore for ever the Eternal as all in all; 
in that ſtate, when their affections ſhall 
never ſuffer any languour or decay, but 
ſhall glow and burn with unabating ardor. 

To conclude, let us never forget what 


is the moſt eſſential qualification in thoſe 


who are admitted to enjoy the preſence 
of God, in the ſolemn acts of religious 


ſervice. The qualification to which I re- 


fer is obvious. It is a ſincere deteſtation 
of all vice, and an univerſal love and de- 


fire of holineſs. Can any expect to find 
in God the conſolation and the joy of 
their ſouls, who continue in the love of 
ſin? No, _ friends, as long as ity 


reigus 
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reigns in their hearts, ſo long . they 8 EXM RM. 
deſpair, of receiving, one fayourable mile 
from the great Sovereign of nature; ſo 

long do they ſtand marked out for feeling 

the ſeyereſt effects of his exernal wrath. 

The power of ſin muſt deſtroy all deſire of 
intercourſe with ſo pure and holy a Be- 

ing; it muſt create a rooted diſaffection to ö 
him; for what communion can ſubſiſt be- 

t weil ight and darkneſs; what friendſhiĩp 

can there be between God and Belial? It 

is genuine piety alone that can render 

the thought of God at all times pleaſant 

and agreeable to the heart of man, and 

can procure | the teciprocal” regards of 
heaven. If thou \return” unto the Al. 
mighty, chen ſhalt thou be built up. If 

thou put apay iniquity far from thy ta- 
bernacle, che Almighty hall be thy de- 
fence = Then ' ſhalt thou have thy delight = 
in God, and lift up thy face before Him: 

Thou ſhalt” then make thy prayer unto 
Him, and he ſhall hear cov and thon 
malt pay hs VOWS, 
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: ISALAH. xxxili 1555 0 
He that walketh righteouſy, and 2 15 | | 


hor ion, and ſhateth bis ; mils from hold- 
ing of bribes ; that ſtoppeth bis ears from 
bearing of blood, and ſputteth tis eyes from 
ſeeing evil: He ſhall dwell on high ; his 
place of defence ſhall be the munition of 
. rocks, bread ſhall be given bim, his water 
ſhall be ſure. ER dE a] 


s ERM. JUSTICE is deſervedly conſidered as the 
3 queen of the virtues, faiſing her head 
with a conſpicuous ſplendor above them 

| NE 2 


4 


oN JUSTICE» 


all. This virtue is the very baſis and ce- 
ment of human ſociety, the tie that binds 
men together in confidence and love. 
And ſo very important and extenſive are 
its nature and operations, that good men, 
in both facred and profane writings, are 
generally called by the name of juſt. 

In diſcourſing, then, on this ſubject, I 
ſhall endeavour, 1ſt, To explain the na- 
ture and properties of this great virtue of 
juſtice, 2d, To enforce the practice of 
it by ſome motiyes and conſiderations. 


This virtue is very extenſive in its nature, 


and its influence reaches to every imagin- 
able ſituation of human life; for the de- 
finition of it is, render unto every one 
his due. From its various and exten- 
ſive properties, let us at ae An 
ſome of the moſt important. 

It is evident, then, in the firſt place, FOR 
all the branches of piety to God, ſtrictly 
and properly ſpeaking, may be compre- 
hended under the notion of juſtice. Al- 


mighty God, by virtue of his own inhe- 


rent excellence, and of the unmerited fa- 
vours he never ceaſes to beſtow upon us, 
ait a * right to all our ſervices; and 

every 
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oN JUSTICE: 


"PEI. Sno: act of reverence, of love; of confi- 
— dence, and of ſubmiſſion; is no more than 


the ind iſpenſible return which we owe to 


that Being, to whom we are indebted for 


all our comforts, and which we cannot 
withhold without the moſt eſſential vio- 


lation of juſtice. But we ſhall conſider 


this virtue at preſent in a more limited 
ſenſe, as regarding the exercile of ſocial 


duty, or the influence it muſt have on our 


conduct in the various ſituations in which 


We- are placed 1 in life; and the relations in 
which we ſtand to one another. 


begin by conſidering man as placed 


by God in this world, and conſequently 


as having a claim to the neceſſaries of 


that life Which is beſtowed on him. Al- 


mighty God is the ſupreme: poſſeſſor of 


all things. To ſome he hath' diſpenſed 
his gifts with a more liberal, to others 
with a more {paring hand; but to all he 
means to grant ſuch a meaſure of good 


things as may be ſufficient for their ſub- 


ſiſtence. In this view, the very acts of 
charity, of generoſity, of compaſſion to 
the needy, may be conſidered as included 
in the idea of juſtice. Theirich and the 
„„ aaffluent 


©. 


351 


affluent are to berg dd as the ſtewards $ ER M.- 


of the treaſures of God, appointed by him . — 


to communicate, to reach down a part of 
his bleſſings to their neceſſitous brethren. 
They are inveſted with the great charge 
of the ſubſtance of Providence, and fur- 
niſhed with the means of procuring the 
moſt delicate pleaſures which the mind 
can enjoy, and of becoming, like God 


himſelf, the benefactors. of mankind, the 
refuge of the needy and the oppreſſed. 


If then, inſtead of poſſeſſing bowels of 

mercy; and proving public bleſſings to the 
world, they ſhall be found unfeeling, ſor- 
did, and rapacious, they are unjuſt to 
God and man; they detain that portion, 
to which he who is n to en hath 
A Wis {361450 I 


It is evident, too, * ak _ Gallas 


ty in all our. intercourſe with each. other, 


is a branch of juſtice, as it is no more 


than what every man hath a title to look 
for from his neighbour. It is ſpeech 
alone that can fit man for rational ſo- 
ciety. It is by this channel that the 

minds of men hold correſpondence 1 toge= 
| cher, and communicate to one another 
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ON JUSTICE, 


> 


SEAM. their champs and intentions : By theſe 
wx— means alone, they inſtruc, adviſe, and 


comfort each other, and form theſe coun- 
cils and agreements which are ſubſervient 
to their mutual ſupport and. aſſiſtance. 
Hence ariſeth a compact, which is uni- 
verſally ſuppoſed, and univerſally under- 
ſtood, and which impoſes on every man 
an invariable obligation to ſpeak the 
truth, as it is in his heart. Without this, 
he muſt give up his privileges as a mem- 
ber of ſociety, or injuriouſly deprive his 
neighbours of a right which, they have 
acquired, in conſequence of their ſo- 
cial connect ion with him. Do we not na- 
turally abhor the liar? Are not all men 
deeply ſenſible of the uſe, the benefit, the 
neceſſity ef truth to ſociety? for, what 
pleaſure can there be in thoſe inter- 
courſes, in which truth and ſincerity have 


no ſhare, and in which, of courſe, no truſt 


can be repoſed? Thus, when the faculty 
of ſpeech is turned from its right uſe and 
application, which is to bind together ſo- 
ciety, and to increaſe its happineſs, and 
perxverted into an inſtrument of inſince- 
rity and deceit, there cannot be ima- 
1Þ; gined 
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gined a groſſer proſtitution of this moſt S* 
excellent and invaluable power. Were 


we to ſuppoſe this to be an univerſal prac- 


tice, there muſt be an end of all human 
ſociety ; for how would it be poſſible to 
live and converſe with men on ſuch a 
footing? Who would not rather wiſh to 
ſequeſter himſelf from ſuch a world, and 
earneſtly defire ſolitude and retirement? 
Again, juſtice certainly requires the 
ſtrict obſervance of all our promiſes, if 


they are in themſelves lawful; and he 


who promiſes what he hath no intention 
to perform, or recedes from that promiſe 


which it was in his power to accompliſh, 


is guilty of manifeſt iniquity. For a man 
may not improperly be ſaid to be as 
guilty of a ſpecies of robbery, in depriv- 
ing his neighbour of what he had a right 
to in virtue of his promiſe, as he who de- 
prives him of what is actually in his poſ- 
ſeſſion. TR 
But further, it is an eſſential property 
of juſtice, to ſhow a tender regard to the 
character, the good name of our neigh- 
bour, and never, without juſt and weighty 
cauſes, to ſay or do what may be detri- 
2 mental 
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ON JUSTICE. 


SERM. mental to it. Every man hath a FOR 
o be treated with candour and humanity. 


Every man hath a right to the benefits of 
that ſociety with which he is connected. 

Now, it is the ſoundneſs of his character 
that is the foundation of all his credit, 
his influence, his uſefulneſs in that ſo- 
ciety, and gives him his proper title to its 
advantages; and, where is our pretention 
to juſtice, if, by our wantonneſs, or by our 
malice, we ſhall contribute to blaſt his 
reputation, and thus deprive him of that 
right? Is it not a moſt proper ground of 
complaint, to have the worſt conſtruction 
put upon his actions; to have idle reports 
and vague tales ſpread to his diſadvantage, 
and thus to be miſrepreſented, flandered, 
or ridiculed in the world? Is not this a 
groſs infringement of that juſtice, which 
will admit of no accuſation, attended with 
ſuch ſubſtantial hurt to the ſufferer, 
without the moſt clear, and forcible, and 
irrefiſtible evidence? Nay, it is even an 


important property of juſtice to ſtand up 
in defence of a worthy character, when 


injuriouſly treated. It is natural for 
every good man to riſe with indignation 
| at 
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at the picture of villany; and it is as 2 
natural for him to take fire when emi- —-— 


nent virtue is loaded with undeſerved- re- 


proach. Silence, upon ſuch an occaſion, 
he will always conſider as the greateſt in- 


juſtice; and will be forward to record the 
virtues of thoſe who are thus wantonly 
aſlailed, to vindicate their injured repu- 
tation, and ſtop the mouth of calumny. 
Juſtice, like charity, rejoices not in ini- 
quity, but rejoices in the truth, which 
will ever tend to brighten the luſtre of 
real merit. * He who glances at the cha- 
*« racter of a good man, and his friend in 
« his abſence,” ſays a Roman philoſopher, 
* nay, who does not defend him from the 
« accuſation of another, but falls in with 
the malicious laugh excited by the tale, 
he is a black man! Him thou art to be- 
« ware of; thou art to ſhun.” 

Beſides, this great virtue extends its in- 
fluence to regulate every part of that in- 


tercourſe, of that traffic and communica- 


tion, which men carry on in the buſineſs 


of life. Honour in all our dealings is 


one of the eſſential laws of reaſon : it is 
one of the capital laws of religion. Thus 
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ON JUSTICE. 


SERM. it 18 enacted by the spirit of God, © Thou 


— * ſhall not go beyond or defraud one ano- 


© ther in any matter. Thou ſhalt not have 


© in thy bag diverſe weights, a great and 


© a ſmall: But thou ſhalt have a perfect 


and juſt weight; a perfect and a juſt 


% meaſure ſhalt thou have. For all that 
« do unrighteouſneſs are an abomination 
* to the Lord thy God *.“ A ſtrict re- 
gard to equity, in all commercial tran- 


ſactions, is undoubtedly what all men have 


a right to expect; and he who overreach- 
eth the unſkilful, or takes advantage of 
their ignorance, or of their neceſſities, be- 
cauſe they repoſe their truſt in him, and 
depend upon his integrity, is guilty of a 
ſpecies of villany, for which their is no 
name too bad: it is not only injuſtice, but 
the breach of confidence, the want of all 
feeling: It is inhuman: it is barbarous. 
Again: This virtue viſibly implies a 

ſacred regard to the preſervation of thoſe 
rights and intereſts, whatever they may 
be, that are committed to our charge, and 
an inviolable fidelity i in the execution of 


every 


1 Theſſ. iv. 6. Deut. xxv. 13, &c. 
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ON JUSTICE. 


every duty entruſted to us. Which leads 


us to obſerve, that this virtue muſt ariſe 
from principles which have a much deeper 


root, and more powerful influence, than 


external conſiderations. The man who 


practiſes juſtice merely from a dread of 


the preſent inconveniences that may at- 
tend the diſcovery of his wickedneſs, has 


never yet known the proper nature or in- 


fluence of this principle. If theſe bars 
were taken out of the way, and he were 
allowed to accompliſh his deſigns with 
impunity, you ſhould immediately find 


him running headlong into all unrigh- 


teouſneſs, and ſeizing every opportunity 
of gratifying the ſelfiſh and greedy pro- 
ſity that bears rule within his heart. 


The man who is truly juſt, hath an in- 


ward ſenſe of the lovelineſs and excellence 


of juſtice itſelf, and an abhorrence of 


every thing that is oppoſite to it. He 
hath an unalterable regard to the eternal 
rules of equity and integrity imprinted on 


his heart: And though all the impoſitions 


of external laws (the ſecurity that civil 
ſociety hath provided againſt the general 


corruption and depravity of mankind) were 
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SERM, at once aboliſhed, he hath, a law within 
— himſelf; the principle of reaſon, the voice 
of conſcience, will for ever preſerve him 
faithful in the execution of his truſt, and 
honeſt amidſt the collected treaſures of 
the world flung down before him. And 
what an amiable character does this pre- 
ſent to our view! Thanks be to God! 
we can ſay, to the credit of human nature, 
that even in this world, corrupt as it 1s, 
ſuch characters are to be met with : what 
a pity is it that they are not as univerſal 
as the good man earneſtly wiſhes ! 
To theſe remarks we come now natu- 
rally to add, that as every man has a right 
to expect a fair and ingenuous treatment 
in every tranſaction in which he is enga- 
ged, ſo there is an invariable obligation 
on every perſon to ſatisfy every juſt claim 
that his neighbour hath, and punctually 
to pay every lawful debt which he hath 
incurred. Calamities we know there are 
in human life, which no wiſdom can poſ- 
ſibly guard againſt, and which may over- 
whelm the moſt honeſt man alive, and put 
it out of his power to do that jäſtice 
which he had it ſo much at heart to per- 
| | formy 
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form. In this ſituation, ſuch a man ought NN. 
to be the object of pity and compaſſion ; w— 


for, however much he may feel for his 
own perſonal diſtreſs, he will feel as much 


for thoſe ſufferings which he hath been 
the inſtrument of bringing upon others. 


But he who contracts with another for 


thoſe things, for which he is conſcious to 
himſelf he may have little or no chance 
of ever returning the proper value, or 
who, by his own folly or extravagance, 


conſumes what does not of right belong 
to him, and, by outrunning his income, 


deprives himſelf of the power of ſatisfy- 
ing thoſe to whom he is indebted, is, in 
the ſtrict ideas of morality, as chargeable 
with injuſtice, as if he had abſtracted the 
purſe or rifled the coffer of his neighbour, 

Again: The laws of juſtice oblige every 
man to exert himſelf to promote, as far 
as lies within his power, the real intereſt 
and good of the world. This is a debt 
that all men owe to ſociety : Nor is there 
any man, if he poſſeſſes health, ftrength 
of body, and ſoundneſs of mind, in what- 
ever ſphere he may move, that can be ſo 
very inſignificant, as not to be capable of 
1 filling 
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SERM. filling up a neceſlary part in life, and 
adding ſomething to the general intereſt. 


Hence the ſluggiſh and indolent, who re- 


fuſe to contribute any ſhare to the good 


of the whole, are deſervedly reckoned 
among the number of the unjuſt. They 
lie as an unneceſſary burden upon others: 


They reap where they have not ſown : 


They rob ſociety of what it hath a juſt 
claim to, and live upon the fruits of the 
labours of others, to which they have no 
title. 75 


But further: Conſidered as members of 
a civil community, that community hath 


a juſt and equitable right to require our 
ſervices for its protection and defence. 
Here obedience to the laws of our coun- 
try, and the ſupport of the conſtitution 


under which we live, fall under the no- 


tion of juſtice. To this conſtitution we 
are indebted for many and ineſtimable 


privileges, as men and Chriſtians; and, 


therefore, every ſervice in our power is 
but a neceſſary tribute which we owe to 
it, for all that happineſs of which it is the 
foundation : And it muſt be incumbent on 
all who belong to {ſuch a ſociety, to fur- 


niſh 
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niſh cheerfully what is abſolutely requi- s zz. 
ſite for its maintenance, and never to de 
tain, by fraud or artifice, that proportion 
which they owe towards the neceſſary 

and reaſonable demands of government. 

But we forbear to proceed any further 

in this wide and extenſive field; and ſhall 

now conſider, how this great virtue natu- 

rally operates within the narrower ſpheres 

of human life, and regulates all our do- 
meſtic connections. Here we have to con- 

fider the important relation of maſter and 
ſervant, from which reſult a ſet of duties, 

that, by the rules of equity, are incumbent 

upon each of them. The maſter Is obli- 

ged, in juſtice, to maintain and to protect 

his ſervant, to afford him the wages that 

are due to him, and, in every reſpect, to 
treat him with all gentleneſs and humani- 

ty, remembering the relation in which he " 
ſtands to himſelf, as one of the ſame na- 

ture, who, from the laws of reaſon, and the 
dictates of religion, hath a right to ſoft 

and gentle uſage; as one who, being found 
worthy-and faithful in his ſtation, hath a 

right to eſteem and regard, as a moſt va- 

luable member of human ſociety, and, for 
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ON JUSTICE. 


SER M. this . favoured with the 1970 of the 
— great and common Maſter of all, who, re: 


ſpects not the perſons of men, and ac- 


knowledges only that diſtinction which is 5 0 
founded on the goodneſs and rectitude of C 


every man's own character. The voice 
of juſtice, in this article, reſounds through 
all the laws of God: © Ye ſhall not rule 
* over one another with rigour; for ye 


dare all brethren. Woe unto him that 


* uſeth his neighbour's ſervant without 
« wages, and giveth him not for his work. 
« Maſters give unto your ſervants that 
« which is juſt and equitable; forbear 
<« threatening ; know that ye alſo have a 
« Maſter in heaven. Deſpiſe not the cauſe 
* of thy man-ſervant, or maid-ſervant, 
© when they contend with thee. Did not 
«© he that made thee in the womb make 
% lim? Did not one faſhion us all in the 
* womb?” On the other hand, juſtice 
invariably obliges ſervants to the ſtricteſt 
fidelity in all the duties which are com- 
mitted to their charge. By virtue of that 
relation in which they ſtand connected, 
their maſter hath acquired a juſt right to 
their labour, their time, their diligence ; 

and 
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and they who are careleſs in the diſ- 
© ak of the duties which fall to their 
ee thare, who miſpend their time upon other 
concerns than ſuch as are connected with 
their proper occupations, who take the 


advantage of their maſter's abſence to ne- 


glect their neceſlary buſineſs, and give 
themſelves up to floth and idleneſs, are 


_ unrighteous, are unjuſt, by robbing their 
maſter of thoſe advantages which he hath 


an unqueſtionable title to derive. from 
their attention and care. For ſuch diſ- 
honeſty they muſt one day account to 
their Maſter in heaven, who will not fail 


to render to them according to their deeds. 


On this ſubject the declarations of Scrip- 
ture are plain and explicit : © Servants, be 
© obedient to them that are your maſters 
„according to the fleth, in ſingleneſs of 
© heart, as fearing God. Pleaſe your ma- 
* ſters well in all things, not purloining, 


but ſhewing all good fidelity; knowing 
© that whatſoever thing any man doeth, 
© the ſame ſhall he receive of the Lord, 


* whether he be bond or free.” | 
Let us further conſider the influence of 


Juſtice, as regulating our conduct 1 in ano- 


ther 
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ther important connection, which ſubſiſts 


— in private and domeſtic life; I mean the 


relation of parent and child. All whom 
God hath bleſſed with children, are cer- 
tainly called upon, by the plaineſt dictates 
of reaſon and juſtice, to employ themſelves 
in ſuch branches of honeſt induſtry, as 
may enable them to provide for the ne- 
ceſſities of thoſe who depend upon their 
immediate care, and to ſecure a proper 


ſubſiſtence for thoſe whom they have been 


the inſtruments of bringing into exiſtence. 


Children, by all the ties of nature and hu- 
manity, have a right to the moſt endear- 
ing expreſſions of love and kindne's ; and 


the neglect of theſe offices deſerves the 


name, not only of injuſtice, but of unna- 
tural barbarity. They have a right to be 
cheriſhed with the moſt tender affection 
by their parents, whoſe duty it muſt be 
to watch over them, in the liſtleſs ſeaſons 


of childhood and youth, with the moſt 
anxious vigilance; to train them up to 


ſome occupation, by which they may be 
enabled to maintain their place in ſociety 
with credit and advantage, and contribute 
their ſhare to the good and happineſs of 
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the world ; 8 for this cm to take. 


every opportunity of ſowing in their minds 
the ſeeds of divine grace; of inſtilling ſuch 


principles of religion and virtue, as may 


take an early and permanent hold on their 


hearts, as may ſufficiently fortify them 


againſt the temptations of the world, and 
lay the foundation of a ſteady and invin- 
cible integrity of character through life. 
On the, other hand, how deep and ſacred 


are the obligations under which children 
lie to their parents? What veneration 


and love are due to thoſe, who, under 
God, have been the means of our being, 
and the inſtruments of our happineſs and 
welfare? The tendereſt offices, the moſt 
unwearied labours of love, through our 
whole lives, are not ſufficient to repay the 
debt of gratitude. An untoward, unthank- 
ful, and undutiful diſpoſition, in children 


to their parents, is properly reckoned an 


evidence of that vicious caſt of mind, 
from which nothing good is ever to be 
expected; and he who deſpiſes and re- 
volts againſt a tender and affectionate fa- 


ther, is not only hated and deſpiſed, but 


pointed at by the world as An object of 
| horror. 
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horror. © Curſed,” ſays Solomon; © be 
* he, that ſetteth light by his father or 
“mother: the eye that deſpiſeth theſe, 
* the ravens of the valley ſhall pluck it 
out, and the young eagles thall devour 
Co it. 57 

Further: Juſtice undoubtedly requires 
a grateful feeling of. favours received, and 
a warm propenſity to make ſuitable re- 
turns of kindneſs and good offices. Bene- 
fits conferred induce ſo many powerful 
obligations on the mind; and he who is 
inſenſible of theſe ties, or ungrateful to 
his benefactor, is charged with the groſſ- 
eſt injuſtice, with a crime of ſuch deep 
pollution, that .it admits of no apology, 
and diſcovers a caſt of mind loſt to all 


the impreſſions of virtue. Thus, it is an 
old and a juſt obſervation, If you call 


% man ungrateful, you call him every 
thing that is wicked.“ 

Juſtice, likewiſe, implies deference and 
reſpect from inferiors to their ſuperiors. 


The different ranks and orders of men are 


ordained by Providence for the viſeſt 
ends, and are neceſſary to the very exiſt- 
ence of ſociety. A ſuperior ſtate claims, 
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ſubmiſſion ; and he who is diſreſpectful to 


thoſe above him, diſcovers a fretful, ſurly 
and impatient temper, rebellious againft 
the wiſe appointments of Providence, and 
hoſtile to that ſociety from which he de- 
rives {o many advantages. On the other 
hand, lenity, indulgence, and condeſcen- 


ion, on the part of ſuperiors to their in- 


feriors, is an evident principle of juſtice. 
Power and honours are beſtowed by Hea- 
ven, not merely for the benefit of indivi- 
duals, but for the general good. They 

are a truſt from God; the inſtrument of 


advancing the public felicity : To uſe: 
| theſe advantages, then, as the means of 


oppreſſion, is to infringe the law of Pro- 
vidence ; it is unjuſt, and barbarous to 
thoſe men, who, in every other reſpect, are 


our equals, and members of the ſame fa- 


mily, and therefore entitled to our pro- 
tection. 


* 


We now proceed to the ſecond general 


head of diſcourſe, which was to enforce : 


the exerciſe of this virtue by ſome mo- 
tives and conſiderations. 


In 
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In the firſt place, Let it be conſidered, 
that the ſteady practice of juſtice and in- 


tegrity advances human nature to the 


higheſt perfection, by forming it to a re- 


ſemblance of God himſelf. Juſtice is one 


of thoſe exalted attributes of the Supreme 
Being, which regulate his will, and in- 


fluence the whole of his procedure. © Juſt 


« and true are all the ways of that King 
of ſaints : Righteous is he, and upright 


ge hie judgments.““ Neceſſarily deter- 
mined to that which is right and equi- 


table, he marks with attention the various 


claims and merits of men; fulfils with fi- 
delity all his gracious promiſes ; never 
inflicts any evil upon his creatures which 


they have not themſelves deſerved ; but 


meaſures his diſtributions according to 
their influence in producing the nobleſt and 
the beſt effects. The nature of God is the 


perfection of reaſon, and the great pattern 


for the imitation of all his reaſonable crea- 
tures: and the more of that we transfer in- 
to our characters, the more of the glory of 
heaven do we bring down to earth; the 
more do we ehe of the felicity of the 


| | everlaſting. 
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everlaſting God, which is connected with, 
and founded upon his perfect excellence. 
In the ſecond place, The obligation to 
juſtice is founded upon the conſtitution of 
Providence, which hath fixed the ſtate 


and relation of mankind, and rendered 


the duties ariſing from them eternal and 
unalterable. Theſe duties, when traced 


to their proper ſource, cannot be conſider- 


ed as independent of the Supreme Crea- 


tor, but as agreeable to the will, and re- 
commended by the perpetual voice of 


Him, who hath allotted to us the condi- 
tion, and united us by the relations in 


which we find ourſelves placed. So long 


as theſe relations continue, ſo long do the 
duties reſulting from them remain invari- 
able; and to tranſgreſs, or to ſtrive to al- 
ter theſe relations, by having recourſe to 
fraud or unrighteous practices, is to inſult 
the Providence, and to rebel N the 
will of Heaven. 

In the third place, juſtice is moſt eſ- 
ſentially neceſſary to the public tranquil- 
lity, to the order and happineſs of the 
world. For it is the very foundation and 
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SERM. cement of ſociety, the chief preſerver of 
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8 7 its ſecurity and peace. If ie is with- 


drawn, all is over-run with jealouſy and 


dark ſuſpicion; public happineſs is at an 


nd; ſociety is at once diſſolved; and a 
wide field is opened for confuſion, for 
diſorder, and every evil work. On the 
other hand, what a comfortable abode 
would this world prove, did all its inha- 
bitants continually walk by the ſalutary 


rules which juſtice preſcribes? Could we 


ſuppoſe, that every individual of the hu- 
man race were incapable of employing 
any baſe artifice, to encroach upon the 
felicity or the intereſts of others, and in- 
variably ſolicitous to promote their hap- 
pineſs, what a change would this produce 
in our condition? Contentment, ſecurity, 
and mutual confidence, would thus cement 
the world, and render this preſent ſtate of 


pilgrimage a comfortable paſſage to the 


everlaſting abodes of harmony and love. 
Then would there be peace on earth, and 
good will among men; and in ſuch a ſe- 
rene and indulgent clime, every fruit of 


righteouſneſs wowed proiper and flouriſh. 


y hen | 
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Then would heaven begin upon earth; and SERM. 
all the graces, which are to be found then — 


only in their higheſt maturity and per- 
fection, would diſplay themſelves even in 
this inferior ſoil. 

In the fourth place, juſtice and honeſty 
are conducive to our own private advan- 
tage and proſperity in the world. The 
great Author of our nature hath ſo con- 
nected our duty with our preſent intereſt, 
that the performance of the one 1s - gene- 


rally followed by the attainment of the 


other; and in this ſenſe virtue may be 


faid to be its own reward. This truth is 


particularly evident with reſpe& to the 
virtue for which we now plead. An uni- 
form regard to equity ſecures to us the 
truſt and confidence of mankind; and 
he whoſe dealings in buſineſs are ſteady, 
upright, and conſcientious, is always in 
the ſafeſt and ſureſt road to proſperity in 
the world. On the contrary, every one 
muſt ſee how much of bad policy there 
is in injuſtice, which never fails to iſſue 
in diſappointment and ruin. By graſping 
at an unlawful and exorbitant gain, the 
| Aa 2 diſhonoſt 
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* diſhoneſt man loſes his character and ( cre- 


— a — 


* „ 
Po. Cx rn Or RIES Cn 


” dit, on which his ſucceſs depends, and 
conſequently ſacrifices what is infinitely 
more valuable than all the profits which 
his diſhoneſty can yield. Mankind na- 
turally withdraw themſelves from a per- 
ſon of this deſcription, and give up all 
connection with one whole integrity hath 
become ſo very ſuſpicious, and on whom 
they can no longer depend. | 
Beſides, in the fifth place, do we not 
obſerve, that honour and unſhaken inte- 
grity always eſtabliſhes within the mind 
a ſtore of private peace and happineſs? 
The honeſt man, though poor, enjoys the 
ſmall purchaſe of his induſtry with a pe- 
culiar reliſh; becauſe he poſſeſſes the cor- 
dial regard of men; becauſe he poſſeſſes 
that, which is infinitely more valuable 
than the united regards of all the world; 
the well-founded approbation of his own 
mind; the heartfelt delight of conſcience, 
which he would not relinquiſh for all the 
pomp and treaſure of the moſt ſplendid 
Monarch upon earth. Such a man knows 
none of” thoſe artifices which iniquity 
peas was | requires 
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requires to hide its deep laid villany. He s ERNI. 
is a ſtranger to thoſe uneaſy fears Whice ==—_ 
haraſs tlie vicious mind. | Conſcious; that 
in his conduct there is no ſtep, that in his 
heart there lurks no motive, which ſhuns 
the light, he is ever armed with an ho- 


neſt confidence, and a becoming dignity. 


But the uthuſt man, though he ſhould be 


ſuppoſed to attain all his ends, and to be- 
come as great and flouriſhing as his own 
heart can wiſh ; yet he muſt have made a 


ſingular progreſs in vice, indeed, and 


thereby muſt have ſtupified his conſcience 


to a degree which can ſcarcely be con- 


ceived, if he enjoy much of that comfort, 
which he vainly hoped to derive from his 
unlawful gains. Theſe can procure him 
no relief from the twiſts and convulſions 
of his own mind: But as he increaſes in 


riches, he increaſes in ſorrow. He lives! in 
torment, and dies in horror. 

. the fixth place, let it be conſidered, 

how utterly inexcuſable all injuſtice is, as 

implying a tranſgreſſton againſt the clear- 


eſt diſcbveries which God hath given of 


lis will, and of our duty. bes Creme law, | 
e to 


_ =E: — Mor — — G TIN 
— — — In ̃ —y„—᷑- — — — — vg I —— 
Ee TE — es — x — bs — > r — en hs et _— 
1 7 * — * * —ů o = dhe I = = _— —— 2 
_——_ 8 * LEE K * . IIS II AI IP UII ICID een nn, 2 — — n 


— Rr 


be ny 


de 
1 


= 
Nl 
\ 
' 
1 
per 
my 
if 4 F 


1 
412-08 
on) 
4% 
- Fr 
1 
157 
1952 
” U 
1 
| 
1 
Wt | 
li 
1 
"1 
*78 
; S 
1 ? 
1 
” 
«> = 
i 4 
1/3 
A p 
2 


— 


—_—— — 
2 1 > — IW=e: 
BY ALOE Ty ow 


= — — 2 — 
— 2 Wee 
3 


—_—_ — — 2 . © . as; ho 75 
SID * OY. Le a 8 7 


— — 


374 


ON jusrick. 


SERM. to which all the acts of juſtice may * 
— reduced, is comprehended in one empha- 


tic rule; Whatſoever ye would that 


% men ſhould do unto you, do ye even fo 


«© to them.“ Here is a law, which is 
involved in no fort of obſcurity, which 
is plain and intelligible to all capacities. 
It is a rule continually at hand, and which 
every man carries about with him. Who 
can poſſibly be at a loſs how he is to act 
in any affair which concerns another ; 
when he hath no more to do, but to think 


one moment; to examine the feelings of 


his own heart ; and to attend to what they 
diQtate? Self-love is a penetrating prin- 


ciple, and never loſes fight of its own 


rights and intereſts. Let us, therefore, 
imagine the rights and intereſts of our 


neighbour to be placed in the ſame ſcale. 


in which ours are, and confider what 
weight we are to allow them. Injuſtice 
is the violation of a law, about which 
there can be no ambiguity 3 and, is it not 
a ſtrong aggravation of all guilt, that it 
is a contradiction to the moſt legible 
characters of duty, and to the homefelt 
impreſſions of the mind itſelf? 8 


1 


ch 
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It remains now ouly, before We con- 8 . 
clude, that we mention the very peculiar. =. 
obligations to juſtice that lie upon all 
who profeſs the Chriſtian faith. The re- 
ligion of Jeſus is moſt friendly and fa - 
vourable to all the intereſts of real and 
practical goodneſs : And it is the conſtant 
voice of his Goſpel, that the practice of 
righteouſneſs, though it is not to be con- 
ſidered as founding any title to the Di- 
vine acceptance, is the expreſs, the eſſen- 
tial, the indiſpenſable condition, without 
which men can never ſee the face, or en- 
joy the favour of God. We are there 
taught © what is good, and what the Lord 
<« requireth of us, to do juſtly, to love 
«© mercy,. and to walk humbly with our 
„God.“ We are there expreſsly aſſured, 
that no unrighteous perion thall inherit 
« the kingdom of God; “ that the un- 

« juſt are reſerved unto the day of perdi; : 
tion; that © the wrath of God is reveal- 

* ed from heaven againft all unrighteouſ- 

« nels of men; and that they ſhall be con- 

« demned who take pleaſure in unrighteouſ- 

* neſs.“ Shall men then preſume to con- 
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2 temn or neglect the practice of a duty, on 
— which God himſelf hath laid ſo great a 
weight; or imagine, that the ſervice 


which is acceptable to him, conſiſts prin- 


cipally in ſome rapturous extacies of an 


heated fancy, without any regard to ho- 


neſty and juſtice, which, being a moral vir- 


tne, they may be apt to conſider as of 


lefs importance, and not to be compared 
with theſe more ſublime and ſpiritual ex- 


erciſes? Believe it, my friends, every 


ſcheme of religion that does not recom- 


mend the uniform practice of righteouſ- 
neſs and integrity, will be found in the 
iſſue to be a moſt dangerous and deplo- 
rable deluſion. To be conſcious that we 
cordially believe in Jeſus, and have an 
intereſt in the benefits which he hath 
purchaſed, is undoubtedly the nobleſt 
foundation of triumphant joy. But in 
vain do men triumph in the prevailing 


efficacy of their Redeemer's merits, if 


they give no diligence to diſplay thoſe 
virtues by which his character was adorn- 


ed. It is an eternal truth, that his ſacri- 


fice ſhall never avail to ſave a ſoul which 
is devoted to unrighteouſneſs. He came 
not 
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not to diſſolve, but to ſtrengthen, our ob- R. 
ligations to obedience; and' unleſs we dif w—w—_ 
cover a ſtrict regard to real integrity, it 
is impious to ſuppoſe, that, we can be 
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among the number of thoſe whom he died 
to redeem; For he came to redeem men 
from all iniquity, and to purify unto him- 
ſelf a peculiar people, zealous of good 
works. 3 | 
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SERMO N XX. 


| ON THE DUTY OF MAINTAINING AN UNSULLIED 
; CHARACTER. 


REVELATION iii. 4. 


Thou baſt a few names even in Sardis, which 
have not defiled their garments ; and they 


ſhall walk with Me in white : for they are 
wor tlg. 


HESE words are a part of the epiſtle 

1 to the angel, or overſeer, of the 
Church of Sardis. In the foregoing verſes, 
our beſſed Saviour reproves his negli- 
gence, and excites him to a more care- 
ful diſcharge of his duty. Be watchful, 
and ſtrengthen the things which remain, 
that are ready to die, for I have not found 


thy works perfect before God. At the 


ſame 


AN UNSULLIED CHARACTER; 29 


ſame time, in the words of our text, he 8E RM. 

allows that there are ſome perſons, who, 
even in Sardis, in that corrupted place, 
have maintained their innocence, and 

kept their garments; undefiled from the 

would. To animate them to ſteadfaſtneſs, 

and perſeverance in their integrity, he 

concludes: the epiſtle with a promiſe of 

perfect happineſs and triumphant virtue 

in a future ſtate. They ſhall walk with 

me in white; and, in the fifth verte, © He 

that overcometh, the ſame ſhall be 

« clothed: in white raiment, and I will 

© not. blot his name out of the book of 

„life; but I will confeſs his name before 

„muy Father, and before his angels.” 

In diſcourſing on the words of the text, 

I propoſe, in the firſt place, to confider 

the great difficulty of preſerving. inno- 

cence amidſt {ſurrounding corruption; in 

the ſecond place, to repreſent the dignity : 

and excellency of that man, who, not- 

withſtanding every aſſault, maintains an 

unſullied character; in the third place, 

to enfarce the imitation of this noble ex- 
ample, by the great motive ſuggeſted in the 

text, that perſons of this character ſhall 

walk with Chriſt in white; and, laſtly, to 


conſider 


— 
4 : 


On Eo 


þ 


N 
DE. r 
p 1 
* * 
F 
*+ 1 
=* 
1 
4 5 
9 
wy 1. 
1 
4 
* 
[1 
by £ 
# / 
5 7 * 
- * 
* 
, : 
ity j- 
4 
E 
$Y 
- * 
3 2 
v2 = 
4 8 
N 7 
4 
J Y 1 
=_ 
by 
ou 
1 7 _ 
>. . 
9 © 
1 
F | 
\ 7 „ 
1 9 
2 
i} 


r 
ff 


SERM. 
XX. 
— — 


ON. THE DUTY OF MAINTAINING 


conſider the reaſon Why this bleſſed” re- 
Ward ſhall be conferred on chem, 7 for 
they are worthy. ; * 1 9 
I ſhall conſider, Erft che great dif- 
culty of preſerving innocence amidſt ſur- 
rounding corruption. It is no breach of 
charity to affirm, it is an obſervation 
founded on every day's experience, that 
the generality of the world lie in a moſt 


deplorabte fituation, have forſaken God, 


and corrupted their ways. Such is the 
ſociety with which we are in ſome mea- 
ſure obliged. to mingle and . converſe. 
Some are ſeduced from virtue by their 


natural love of fellowſhip" and ſociety; 


and others, by their peculiar circumſtan- 
ces and ſituation, or by the unavoidable 
buſineſs and demands of life. Amidſt ſo 
general a contagion, what virtue can ex- 
pect to thrive, or breathe an healthful and 
untainted air? By our intercouſe with a 


ſinful world, we lee vice and iniquity of- 


ten exhibited before our eyes. The na- 


tural abhorrence which riſes in the breaſt 


at the firſt appearance of its deteſtable 
form, is inſenſibly weakened and effaced 
by repeated views of it. We begin to 
contemplate it with leſs averſion, and need 
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* but a little ſtronger temptation to make 38 
the eaſy tranſition to the love and prac- 
tice of it. There is, beſides, i in the view 
of a multitude running to do evil, a temp- 
tation of peculiar force: But eſpecially, if 
that multitude conſiſts of perſons of higher 
rank, we are led by an influence, which 
is almoſt irreſiſtible, to imitate their ex- 
ample. | | 

That veneration, he: and reverence, 
which their ſuperior eminence in life 
naturally excites, are ever ready to con- 
ſecrate and juſtify their actions in the 
eyes of their inferiors, who have always 
been accuſtomed to connect the notions of 
propriety of thought, and goodneſs of con- 
duct, with a great name and a plentiful 
fortune: And, in general, when ſuch as 

are eſteemed and regarded by men for 
their great qualities, and abilities of any 
kind, ſeem to be the patrons of vice, their 
vices themſelves, inſtead of ſtriking us 
with all their odious deformity, appear 
with a ſanctity, derived from that very 
eſteem and regard we pay their perſons. 

We are ready to think, that a conformity 

of practice is but a neceffary tribute we 

owe 
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owe to their more cultivated and enlar- 


ged underſtandings. We eaſily perſuade 


_ ourſelves: there can be nothing ſo hei- 


nous in folly and vice, as others would 
make us imagine, while they are practi- 
{ed by perſons ſo univerſally approved of 


and admired. There is, beſides, in every. 


breaſt, a ſecret, but almoſt irreſiſtible, bias 


to imitation. It is thus the little child 


naturally acquires the language, the pe- 
culiar accent, the diſpoſitions, the man- 


ners, of thoſe with whom it is moſt con- 


verſant. It is thus that every man, with- 
out a conſtant violence offered to his na- 


ture, unavoidably learns the ſty le, adopts 
the ſentiments, and the moſt indifferent 


habits, of thoſe with whom he lives. How 
powerful then the influence of ſurround- 
ing wickedneſs ! and how unavoidable the 
imitation of it! aided by our inward de- 
pravity, and fortified by the authority of 
example, it gains an irreſiſtible power, 


and eafily triumphs over a feeble and im- 


perfect virtue. Amidſt the univerſal in- 


fection of vice, ſome men there are, whoſe 


particular conſtitution, or want of expe- 
rience in the 1 of the world, expoſe 
them 
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them greatly to its deadly influence, and 1 
render their hold of innocence and inte- "= 
grity extremely - ſlippery. The man of 
good nature, and of an eaſy pliable tem- 
per, whoſe honeſt heart is conſcious of 
no perverſe deſign, ſuſpects not the trea- 
chery of others, and therefore becomes 
an eaſy prey to the temptations of the 
wicked. To ayoid the imputation of ob- 
ſtinacy, and from a miſtaken ſhame, and 
falſe fear of giving offence, he readily 
complies with their ſolicitations. When 
he enters the haunts of corruption and 
vice, that he may not be deemed an im- 
pertinent intruder on the pleaſures, or by 
his preſence damp the mirth, of the com- 
pany, he is at laſt led to catch their un- 
hallowed ſpirit, and mingle in every for- 
bidden enjoyment. The frequent ſcenes 
of debauchery he is obliged to witneſs, 
render vice familiar to his eye. The 
young man, whole few years have brought 
but ſmall experience to point out the 
conſequences of his actions, or teach him 
caution and prudence, upon his entrance 
on the active ſcenes of life, is immediately 
1 7 5 aſſuulred by bands of confirmed and hard- 
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ened ſinners. Nurſed in retirement, un- 
— tutored in the deceits of the world, and 
'pnacquainted with his own ſtrength, he 
raſhly aſſociates himſelf with -profligate 


and abandoned companions. At firſt, he 
is aſtoniſhed to hear thoſe awful prin- 


ciples, he has been taught to reverence as 


ſacred, ridiculed and overthrown; ſtartles 
at that profane and impious voice, which, 
from every corner, inſults his hitherto 


"chaſte and uncorrupted ear; and wonders 
at open lewdneſs ſecurely practiſed, with- 
- out ſending one honeſt bluſh to the face, 


to teſtify an inward ſenſe of guilt. His 
awkward appearance, his innocence and 


fimplicity of heart, expoſe him to deri- 


ſion ; and he is pointed out as a Novice, as 


raw and ignorant. Such treatment alarms 


his pride, and rouſes him to ſtudy a near- 
er acquaintance with the world, and to 
dive into every faſhionable myſtery of un- 


"righteouſneſs. In the purſuit he finds 


himſelf abundantly ſucceſsful ; is pleaſed 


with his rapid progreſs, and congratulates 
himſelf upon the wonderful opening and 
enlargement of his mind. The amiable 


image of retiring innocence ſometimes 
| ſteals 
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ſteals acroſs his view, and {ſuggeſts ſome 
gentle whiſpers to ſtop his career. Bur 


he quickly reflects, that it was not the 


voice of enlightened reaſon, but the lan- 
guage of a cheating phantom, formed by 
ignorance, and maliciouſly contrived to 


curb the vigorous and manly fallies of the 
ſoul. If a faithful friend lends his ſalu- 


tary admonition, the advice is immediate- 
ly rejected, as an inſult on his more im- 
proved underſtanding : Or, if he is abun- 


dantly fatisfied of the goodneſs of his 
friend's intentions, yet he has learned to 


pity and deſpiſe ſuch ſentiments, as the 
dictates of a narrow mind, and a contract- 
ed ſpirit. One temptation more ſtrikes the 
final blow, which overturns the long tot- 
tering throne of innocence and integrity, 
and decides the victory, perhaps' for ever, 
on the fide of impurity and vice. Thus 
the ſimple, unſuſpecting youth, naturally 
void of underſtanding in the, arts of men, 
eafily falls into the ſnare ſpread for un- 
guarded innocence Und liſtening. to the 
enticing ſpeech and flattering lips of ſin- 
ners, © goeth after them as an ox to the 


* flaughter, or as the fool to the correction 
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SERM. © of the ſtocks, till a dart ftrikes through 
S——— *© his liver, as a bird haſteth to the ſnare, 
and knoweth not that it is for his life.“ 


From ſuch views as we have given of 


the difficulty of maintaining innocence 


and integrity amidſt ſurrounding corrup- 
tion, we may eaſily infer, in the ſecond 


place, the dignity and excellency of that 
man, who, notwithſtanding every aſſault, 


maintains an unſullied character. Of all 
the virtues, there can be none more ne- 
ceſſary for our preſent ſtate than forti- 
tude or courage. Without this quality, 
the beſt diſpoſitions are ready to loſe 
their name, and to ſerve only to lead us 
the more eaſily aſtray, and the whole ſyſ- 
tem of internal virtues are crampt and 
fettered in their operations, or become 


a ready prey to every invader. Nor 


is there any virtue, which is more 
the object of admiration, or ſtrikes the 
mind with deeper reverence and eſteem. 
According to the increaſe of dangers 
and difficulties, and the proportionable 


ſtrength of mind exerted in ſurmounting 
them, the luſtre of the character riſes, 


and our, veneration for it is enhanced. 
| The 
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The ſoldier, who ſtands up to defend his Nn 
Sovereign's crown, and bravely repels the 


blow which threatens the liberties of his 
country, is dignified with the venerable 
name of an Hero, and ' rewarded by the 


unanimous acclamations of mankind : And 


is not he who ruleth his ſpirit, who pro- 
tes its invaluable liberties, far better 
and more intrepid than the mighty ? © He 
« wreſtles not againſt fleſh and blood, but 
« againſt principalities and powers, a- 
© oainſt the rulers of the darkneſs of this 
« world, againſt ſpiritual wickedneſs in 
© high places.” His combat does not en- 
dure only for a little, nor is his ſecurity the 
reward of a few hours of ſteady oppoſi- 
tion, but every time he quits his retire- 
ment, and enters into ſociety, his integrity 
is expoſed to ſome one envenomed arrow, 
and is often aſſaulted by all the deceivable- 
neſs of unrighteouſneſs, and through the 
whole of life he maintains an unceaſing 
ſtruggle. Nor are his foes, foreign, open, 
and declared, equally dangerous as thoſe 
{ecret enemies of, his own houſe, thoſe in- 
{1dious traitors which lurk within his 


fleſh, ever ready to be enflamed and led 
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and to open for them a ſecret paſſage to 
his heart. Amidſt ſuch dreadful dangers, 


| 
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aſtray by the bribes of an alluring world, 


what undaunted courage and intrepidity 
muſt his ſoul be poſſeſſed of, in order that 
he may be enabled to hold faft his righte- 


ouſneſs, to retain untainted innocence ! 


While the wicked contemn and deſpiſe 
the deluded man, whole virtue has fallen 
an eaſy and unreſiſting ſacrifice, they can- 
not avoid paying reverence to him, who 
diſcovers ſuch magnanimity in overco- 


ming temptation, and in their hearts con- 


feſs his bidden worth and value. They 


wonder at the firmneſs of thoſe roots, 


which keep him ſteady againſt the ruſh- 
ing torrent, and admire the exquiſite con- 
trivance of that armour, through which 


the ſharpeſt arrows cannot pierce. Think 
not, however, that ſuch invincible bra- 


very is the attainment of his own unaſſiſted 
reaſon. He dwelleth in the ſecret place 
of the Moſt. High. He abideth under 
the ſhadow of Him that is almighty. His 


are the everlaſting arms which guide his 


feet from the ſnares of the fowler : His 
the ſhield which wards off the arrow 


that 
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that flieth by day, the peſtilence that SEAM. 
waſteth at noon, and every plague, from 


the dwellings of his virtue. How beauti- 
ful appears the Son of God, harmleſs, and 
without rebuke, in the midſt of a crooked 
and perverſe generation ! He was raiſed 
by his heavenly Father to ſhine as a light 
in the world, clothed with unſpotted in- 
nocence, the nobleſt garb of human na- 
ture, adorned with the ſplendid robe and 
precious diadem of integrity of heart. He 
was ſhewn on earth, to make ſurrounding 
vice appear more odious and ugly, to ſtop, 
by his example, its baleful influence, to 
make iniquity, as aſhamed, hide its face, 
He was the favourite of God, beloved by 
the good, revered by the wicked. His 
integrity was the tranſcript of the divine 
perfections. It was virtue itſelf, clothed 
with a living form, exhibited to the world 
to reclaim a degenerate age, and roule up 


all that is noble and generous in the hu- 
man breaſt. 


I proceed, in the next place, to enforce 


the imitation of this noble example, by 


the great motive which is mentioned in 


the text, © That ſuch ſhall walk with 
53 © Chriſt 
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SERM. © Chriſt in white.“ This expreſſion ſeems to 
XX. ; : | o o 
have an. alluſion to the white robes which 


the Roman conquerors ware 1n their tri- 
umphal proceſſions; or to the views given 
us in Scripture of God and the holy angels, 
who are often repreſented there as array- 
ed in white garinents, to denote that un- 
tainted ſanctity, and ſpotleſs purity, which 
is inſeparable from their exalted nature. 
By walking with Chriſt in white, we are 
therefore to underſtand the promiſe of an 
open triumph to be beſtowed on undefiled 
integrity, and the complete ſecurity and 
increaſe of unſullied virtue, in a future 
ſtate. On that awful day, when God ſhall 
judge the world in righteouſneſs, the man, 
who has nobly fought the good fight, who 
has finiſhed his courſe with honour, ſhall 
find his temples furrounded with laurels 
of unfading glory. . Then the man, who 
has had the boldneſs to continue ſingular- 
ly virtuous, amidſt univerſal depravity, 
ſhall ſhine forth as the ſun, and as the 
brightneſs of the firmament. His righte- 
ouſneſs ſhall be brought forth as the noon- 
day; and thoſe applauſes of the Lord, for- 
merly whiſpered by the ſecret voice of 
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conſcience, to delight and ſupport his ſoul SERM. 

on earth, ſhall then be publiſhed in raviſ ——— 

ing ſounds from the mouth of his Judge, 

and echoed back by the united ſhouts 

of angels and of men. With vice and 

iniquity, and every corrupt paſſion, bound 

in fetters, to adorn his triumphal chariot, 

he ſhall be conducted in ſolemn pomp 

and majeſty to Sion, to the holy city, 

there to dwell for ever in the courts of 

God, and to inquire, through eternity, in- 

to the beauties of the heavenly Jeruſalem. 

How great, O. God, is that goodneſs which 

thou haſt laid up for them that ſerve thee, 

that fear chy name before the ſons of men. 
Thou ſhalt hide them for ever in the ſe- 

eret of thy pavilion: Thou ſhalt defend 
them from the ſnares of men, and from 

the ſtrife of tongues. How tranſporting, 

how rapturous, the anticipating thought 

of thoſe bleſſed regions, whoſe confines 
are for ever divided from the dreadful 

abodes of the wicked by an impaſſable 

gulf; where virtue, delivered from this 

body of fin and death, reigns triumphant, 

fearleſs, and ſecure ; where no temptation | 
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enters, to divert the eye from the ſteady - 


contemplation of the nobleſt objects, where 


the voice of the deluding charmer is never 
heard to diſturb the ſpiritual concert; 


where no latent corruption ſhall damp the 
mind with one uneaſy feeling, or venture 


to diſpute the empire of the heart, but 
every paſſion ſhall be refined and purified, 


and ſhall be directed unerringly to its 
proper object; where every diſhonourable 
ſuſpicion of the ways of heaven, created 
in the ignorance, and nurſed 1n the clouds 


and darkneſs, of this earth, ſhall be imme- | 


diately diſpelled by the full diſplay of the 
Creator's deſigns, and be ſuccegded by ad- 


miration, wonder, gratitude, and love; 


and where one bleſt ſociety, joined by the 
indiſſoluble ties of the moſt intimate 
friendſhip and affection, and united in 
one common intereſt, ſhall raiſe their me- 
lodious voice, and ſhall ſing, with uncea- 
bog accents, © Bleſſing, and honour, and 

„glory, and power, to Him that ſitteth 


© upon the throne, and- to the Lamb who 
* hath waſhed us from our fins in his 


* blood, and made us kings and priefte un- 
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The laſt 1 which remains to SERM. 
XX. 
be conſidered and explained, is the rea- 
ſon aſſigned in the text for conferring ſuch 
honours on the good and virtuous: “ for 
« they are worthy,” By this we are not 
to underſtand, that any of the human 
race, conſidered as in themſelves, can poſ- 
ſibly be deemed worthy of everlaſting 
happineſs in the ſight of God. Preſump- 
tuous muſt be the pretences of the ſons of 
apoſtate Adam to the higheſt rewards, 
ſince perfection is utterly beyond the 
reach of fallen man, and complete: obe- 
dience to the will of God is an attain- 
ment denyed to the moſt exalted virtue 
upon earth, In numberleſs inſtances we 
all offend, and come ſhort of the glory of 
God : In his ſight, all our righteouſneſs 
is but as filthy rags, It 1s therefore the 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt alone, imputed to us 
and received by faith, which can juſtify 
our perſons in the ſight of God, and con- 
ſtitute our title to that eternal life, which 
Chriſt hath procured by his meritorious 
ſufferings and obedience. But the expreſ- 
ſion in the text, denotes, that the perſons 
who ſhall partake of this glorious reward 
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are poſſeſſed of a moral aptitude or fitneſs 


of diſpoſitions to receive and enjoy the 


bleſſings he has purchaſed, that they are 


renewed in the inward man, regenerated 
in the ſpirit of their minds, and have the 
Divine image reſtored in their hearts by 
the ſpirit of grace. It is fixed by the un- 
alterable decree of Heaven, That ex- 


* cept we are born again we cannot enter 
« into the kingdom of God.“ It is de- 


termined, in the very nature of things, 
that. this happy change is neceſlary to 


qualify us for that immortal inheritance. 


For what is Heaven? It does not ſo much 


conſiſt in an actual alteration or change 
of ſtate, as in having our reaſon, and 
every chaſte, rational, and religious diſ- 
poſition dilated, and extended to its high- 
eft pitch. What are thoſe eternal joys 
which it contains, but the ſecurity, the 


increaſe, the perfection of virtue? It is 
therefore thoſe ſeeds of grace, ſown on 


earth, and protected from the aſſaults of 
the world, which can alone expect the ri- 
pening influence of the Son of glory. Be 


„not therefore deceived ; God 1s not 


66 mocked : for whatſoever a man ſoweth 
0 ö . ce 6 that 
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* that ſhall he alſo reap. He that ſow- 
« eth to the fleſh, ſhall of the fleſh reap 
* corruption ; but he that ſoweth to the 

ſpirit, ſhall of the ſpirit reap life ever- 
% laſting.” Let us carefully cultivate 
that inward purity of heart, that ſanctity, 
that integrity-of life, which is unſpotted 
from the world, which ſhall renter us 
worthy, through the merits of Chriſt, of 
that undefiled inheritance which fadeth 
not away, and without which no man can 
ſee the Lord. Let us ſtudy to abound in all 
the graces of the Spirit, which are, by. 
Chriſt, to the praiſe and glory of God; 
and let our fruit be unto holineſs, that in 


the end we may lay hold on everlaſting 


life. 
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SERMON XXI. 


ON THE PROVIDENCE, OF GOD. 


P8ALMS ciii. 19. 


The Lord hath prepared his throne in ide 
heavens 5 and his kingdom ruleth over 
all, i 


FT is the great delight of the pious pſal- 


miſt to celebrate the various attributes 
of the divine nature, and as his ſoul was 
continually inflamed with the moſt grate- 
ful ſenſe of the bounty of Gad, his moſt 


common topic is to ſhew forth the praiſes 


of the divine goodneſs, and to rejoice in 
the perſuaſion of that ſuperintending 'pro- 
vidence, of which he opens up views the 
moſt pleaſant in contemplation, and the 
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moſt comfortable and profitable to the SERM. 
heart. In this pſalm, after having enlar⸗- 
ged on the many public and private teſti- 
monies of divine goodneſs and grace to 
the ſons of men, as furniſhing the moſt 
irreſiſtible incitements to gratitude and 
praiſe, he ſuddenly breaks out, with the 
voice of triumph and exultation, into the * 
grand and animating ſentiment which the 
text expreſſes, © The Lord,“ {ſo incon- 
ceivably gracious and munificent; © hath 
“prepared his throne in the heavens 3?” 
but the heaven, even the heaven of hea- 
vens, cannot circumſcribe his influence : 
„His kingdom ruleth over all.“ 
In diſcourſing further on theſe words, 
1 ſhall, in the firſt place, briefly conſider 
a few of thoſe innumerable arguments, 
which demonſtrate the doctrine of a ſu- 
perintending providence exerciſed over 5 
the world. And here, not to mention the 
many powerful arguments, which every 
object around us furniſhes, in ſupport of 
this truth, muſt it not appear impoſſible 
for any man, who thinks upon the ſubject 
at all, to ſeparate the idea of a providence 
from that of creation, or to ſuppoſe, that 


TREES 


Ln 
. x I. 
as n N WOC 1 . % 1 
" "1. * 


— T * „ 
775 0 - 8 
No) 1 
WET - . N 
« K LE TA 4 * FR hs 
by 4 8 - { {bw + * — - Y hy ay 1 * 1 _———; * a — A 1 * "I" * v * 1 — 
1 —— 6 MENTS * &,» Jn ET e 1 n n | 32 ts Fo YRS TRIS. 7 | RAE 
L Nr ped POL „ oy y ) faq — * 1 * Wo q ſ N n a A >| . OS ; We 7 7 
; 4 » . 8 s Me - =—_ q — 5 — — = Ad oh £ 1 8 - y * SF 6. 1 « 
wr - 7 3 E Ma} oy * r pow 2 D a pot — Ly) * oY - 7 3 [ 
h * at # Sy 2 — oy. _ 1 N - N E FLA r Ws S 0 " 1 5 
„ „ . s I * 8 4 70 7 tet,” 1 —— Jo [ £ — * W of L 
i ON 1 Hg. Wy) ws . E. 4M N . „ WS LS TN Gros - WML | Ly CASE = x . — 1 
a WG 123 4 J ou ſ 1 wor Es LS en N . wt] I. 8 ; 1 
1 kd . — Ts "I IP 1 K n 8 = N "as nn ey = 1 of * hw * ot \ ts ee — k 1 
* rom rs 2 . N * Y (RS EEO 1 [7 He TY. Yo FAT E £ 3 nr 8 L * 4 — D 2 wah 4 * "LAS N cz _ a L "* — 
= 1 g e 1 e o & | co A DDD a - \ "of £3. 2% I ov a6 > SE = 1; e 1 n OM 
* * 12 en - n — EY "+ 1 , "nt os, N . = l . k : > OF * 7 bf * Mm * 
, 1 1 18 0 —_— r — ens 2 TEIN n 1 Page Z . : r F * 
* 9 yi a Y : Cay” $5 Wr Ee Rin; EI 82 r 1 . 4 0 * PET „ 83 = 6 * o x 
TS; TW. | 2 ö - So 8 . ' hn LEE! Wt | ee AE. L ASL Ns 1 x q 
* ; i Tv oo Ry r 0D CEN = =: 71 . PE . . f 
> = = x w RT » 28 — E _ Vp ata 1 . 2 <> x = 3 0 a 
— * ö 4 2 © he A rs + 0 = pF d l 
— — — — IO IR IE—_———_— 


398 ON THE PROVIDENCE or vow: 


s ERM. 3 is a God, the maker of all things, ti 
— and yet to deny that he exerts a ſove- et 
reign dominion and power over that n 
world, and thoſe creatures, which he hath v 
made. What is the firſt conception that A 
enters into the mind, when thinking of 
the nature of God? Is it not, that he muſt t] 
be ſelf-exiſtent, and independent of any ſt 
ſuperior cauſe ? But it is abſurd to ſup- ſ 
poſe a ſupreme and ſovereign power deſti- 
tute of actual rule and dominion. Such a 
Power would undoubtedly, be uſeleſs and 
vain. Do we npt>conceive. of the Al- 
mighty, as the great - firſt cauſe of all 
| things, poſſeſſed of all poſſible perfection 
That world which he hath made, he muſt 
have created for ſome great end; hence 
it is infallibly certain, that he muſt be 
perpetually attentive to every part of the 
vaſt ſyſtem of nature, in order to guide it 
F to the grand iſſue, which, from eternity, 
= | he hath planned. a 
Again, we can have no other notion of 
God, than as a Being who is conſtantly, 
and at all times, preſent with his works. 
But to ſuppoſe him diffuſed throughout all, e 
and perpetually preſent with, his crea- MW {« 
2 tures, 
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tures, without being in the leaſt intereſt- SERM. 
ed in any thing that is going on, or com- 
municating any influence to regulate his 
works, is, beyond all expreſſion, abſurd 
and impious. 
Perhaps it may be thought, that th 
the Almighty ſuperintends and guides 
ſome of the principal events in this great 
ſyſtem, yet he gives no attention to ſmall- 
er and inferior concerns. But is not this 
forming a judgment of the power of God 
from the imperfection of men? Shall we 
impiouſly meaſure eternal omnipotence by 8 
our frailty and weakneſs? and, becauſe our 
feeble arm is ſoon oppreſſed by the multi- 
plicity of buſineſs, ſhall we ſuppoſe, that 
the omnipotent ruler of all the earth can 
ever be diſtracted by the variety of his 
works, or ever overlook one part, which, 
however ſmall or indifferent in our eſti- 
mation, may have a connection with the YH 
whole ſcheme of his government, which 
we are unable to perceive ? 1 
Indeed, fo long as men have the powers 
of reaſon and reflection, and are willing to 
exerciſe theſe powers, ſo long will they poſ- 
ſeſs abundant means of conviction, that 
Ts there 
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there is a ſuperintending prbvidence. A ſpt- 


rit of unbelief, in this particular, argues 
that degree of a diſordered underſtanding, 
Which. amounts to the moſt frightful ca- 


lamity upon earth. The man, who re- 
nounces a providence, renounces at the 


ſame time all that is to be known of God; 


or, with an horrible impiety, arrays him 
as a powerful but indolent Being, who 
takes no care of his creatures, who hath 


no concern in their orefervation or happi- 
neſs ; that is, as a God who is neither Juſt, 


nor Vile, nor goed. He is at the ſame 


time an infidel to all the dictates of his 
own reaſon; for, if he gives place in the 
leaſt to its admonitions, he muſt admit, 
perhaps without perceiving it, the very 
concluſion which he ſtrives to reſiſt. 


He readily believes, that no ſtate can 


be well governed but by the wiſdom and 
good counſels of its prince; that no houſe 
can be properly regulated but by the vi- 
gilance and wiſe œconomy of the heads 
of the family; that no veſſel can be well 


conducted but by the ſkill and attention 


of the pilot ; and ſhall he pretead to rea- 


ſon otherwiſe with regard to the whole 
world? 


oN THE PROVI DENCE OF 60D. 


Wörld ? and maintain, that, without pro- 


.XRE..- 
vidence, without wiſdom, withbiit intel 


ligence, but merely by a fortunate con- 


currence of eircumſtances, (an expreſſion 


impious in itſelf and without any mean- 
ing), this. grand and vaſt univerſe main- 
tains itſelf in that wonderful order in 


which we ſee it. But, without going a- 


broad, His own experience, will furniſh 
him with many ſtriking and ſenſible 
proofs of this important doctrine; „ er 
there is no man, who reviews attentively 
the various periods of his life, and recals 
the memory of the events iich have 
happened in theſe periods, but may fix 
upon ſome ſeaſons in Which the hand of 
God was in a manner viſible, on ſome dan- 
gers from which he has been delivered by 
means ſingular and extraordinary, which 
Have ſtruck him with ſurpriſe at the time, 
and which are ſo many ſenſible teſtimo- 
nies of a divine providence. But, happy 
indeed it is for us, that, in our notions of 
the nature of Almighty God, and of his 
various operations, we are not left to the 


notices of our own reaſon alone, which 


muſt often be obſcured by falſe imagina- 
Cc tions, 
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* 


SERV. tions, and lead to concluſions vague and 
— uncertain. We have a far clearer word 


of revelation; and there the government 


and providence of God are declared in 
every page. There we are aſſured that 


«the Lord is King for ever and ever; 35 
that he is the Great Governor among 


« the nations; that © he ruleth in all 


«© the ends of the earth; that 6 he is 


« the Judge of all ;” that « all things 
„ ſerve him * that * not a ſparrow. fall- 


eth to the ground without his notice;“ 


and that he numbereth the AGES, hairs 


Ros of our heads.“ 


We proceed now to conſider the indif. 


| penſable obligations we are under, to ſub- 


mit ourſelves to this ſovereign providence, 
to be conformed to its orders, and to 
make them the rule of our lives. With 


8 this view, let us conſider what a hurtful 
part, for himſelf, that man acts, who re- 


fuſes to comply with the appointments of 
providence ; and, on the other hand, how 
wiſe and happy the true Chriſtian muſt 
be, who acts upon the belief of a ſovereign 


ſuperintendence, and ſupports himſelf by 


this faith. Some there are to. be found 


in 


1 <A 
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in the world, who live in an entire for- 
getfulneſs of God, who ſeem to have ſha- 
ken off the yoke of the Almighty, and ap- 
Pear defirous to withdraw themſelves from: 
his government. This ſpecies of infide- 
lity does not always reſult from the blind- 
neſs and diſorder of the underſtanding : 
It more frequently ariſes from the errors 
of the heart. Men, in general, are abun- 
dantly ready to declare, that they fully 
believe in a ſovereign power which pre- 
ſides over the world; but obſerve how 
far their character and actions, which are 
the genuine language of the heart, appear 
to contradict this perſuaſion of the mind. 
Are they not found to live in the world as 
if they had no ſuch belief? and to behave 
in all the affairs of life with the ſame ob- 
liquity of conduct, with the ſame anxiety, 
with the ſame impatience, with the ſame 
negligence of God in their proſperity, 
with the ſame dejection of ſpirit in their 
adverſity as if providence were no more 
than an empty name, which had no in- 
fluence on any thing, which took no ſhare 
in any of the concerns of men? Beſides 
the criminal nature of ſuch a conduct, men 


of 
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of this character chooſe the moſt -wretch-: 

ed and miferable part for themſelves; for, 

without all queſtion, the greateſt calamity 
that can befal any perſon is to feparate 
himſelf from God. By leaving God, does 

he not oblige God, in like manner, to leave 

him, and to withdraw from him that com- 
placency and paternal protection, which 


are juſtly regarded as the moſt precious 


ingredients in the happineſs of the righte- 
ous ? Like the ſhip in the wide ocean, 
driven at the mercy of every tempeſt, 
without a pilot, and without an helm, ſo 
muſt man be, when he hath. no longer 


God for his ſecurity and his refuge. Did 


I find myſelf in the midſt of a frightful 
deſert, alone, and without a guide, ready 


to wander, without any probability of re- 
turning, and expoſed to the moſt palpable 


and fatal dangers, I ſhould undoubtedly 
be in great and dreadful conſternation. 
How, then, in the midſt of this wilderneſs 
of life, encompaſſed with a multitude of 
dangers on every hand, can I, with ho 


more than my own natural defences, live 


in peace? muſt I not be the prey of per- 
petual alarms ? ? Thus muſt it fare with 


every 
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every one who is without God, and left. 


to depend on himſelf alone, He muſk ex- 


pect to find, in that diſmal ſtate of ſoli- 
tude, nothing but afflictien and ere 


and wretchedneſs of ſpirit, 


Let us confider, on the other. wn I 
wiſe and happy the true Chriſtian is, who 
makes the laws of the divine government 


S ERM. 


the rule of his life, and in every ſituation 


is influenced by the perſuaſion of a ſuper- 
intending providence. This will appear, 
if we conſider, that, by a cheerful com- 
pliance with the appointments of heaven, 
he follows that path which ultimately 
leads to his on perfection and happineſs. 


One grand inſtance of the government of 


God conſiſts in that wiſe ſyſtem of laws 


| which he hath enacted, as the ſtandard of 


conduct to every reaſonable creature. 


And ſurely we are deeply intereſted in 
obeying the moral appointments of his 
kingdom, as they reſpect the great diſcove- 
ries of our duty, and the rule of faith and 


of practice. They who are guided by the 
light of reaſon and revelation, muſt know, 


that, in all his ſovereign appointments, 


the Almighty hath a diſintereſted view to 
Po | the 


ON THE PROVIDENCE OF GOD, 


the genuine felicity of his creatures, re- 


quiring of them only what beſt becomes. 


their own character, what may moſt aſſu- 
redly bleſs them with fafety; with eaſe 


and peace, with the moſt ſubſtantial pro- 


fit, with the pureſt pleaſure in this world, 
and put them in poſſeſſion of the higheſt 


' joy which their nature can receive in a 


better and more exalted ſtate of being. . 
Deeply convinced, that all the ſtatutes 
of his kingdom are infallibly right in 


themſelves, and calculated to improve 


and perfect the heart, they will be na- 


turally led to adore that hand Which 


points to the reſidence of their ſupreme 
felicity, and to ſubdue “ the natural man, 


« which knoweth not the things that 
© are ſpiritually diſcerned, which is en- 
* mity'to God, and is not ſubject to his 
« laws.” They will join in the devout 
addreſs of the pſalmiſt:· Thou haſt 
„ commanded us to keep thy precepts 
* diligently. Bleſſed are they that are 


* undefiled in the way, who walk in the 
law of the Lord. O that my ways were 
directed to keep thy ſtatutes. Incline 
'** thou mine heart unto thy teſtimonies. 
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te Make me. to go in the path of, thy com- „ * M. 
ec mandments: for therein do I delight.“ — 


But, further, wiſe and happy muſt the 


true Chriſtian be, not only becauſe he 
ſtrives to execute. the appointments of 


heaven by a conſtant attention to trace the 
limits of good and evil, and to tread the 
path of duty, but becauſe; he is prepared 
to bear, with an holy compoſure, every 


affliction which his righteous Ruler may 


ordain him to. ſuffer, for the trial of his 


faith and obedience. While the ſoul is 
| enlightened with this belief, while it holds 
faſt this principle, that there is a God, 


the diſpenſer of good and evil, and that 
nothing can take place without his order, 
it poſſeſſes within itſelf a moſt powerful 


ſupport under every diſtreſs. Amidſt all 


the revolutions which occur in this change- 


ful ſcene of things, the Chriſtian derives 
a ſtability of heart, from the firm perſua- 
ſion, that there is a ſovereign and benevo- 
lent intelligence which reigns over all, 
which can bring order out of ſeeming 


confuſion, and render the moſt alarming 5 


appearances ſubſervient to the ultimate 


good and perfection of his works; ; that 


there 
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SERM. there i 1 ſeilful pilot, continually at the 
— helm of the univerſe,” 'to regulate all its 


motions, and to conduct the veſſel, with a 


ſteady hand, through ſtorms and e 


into the happy port of eaſe. 
He knows, that all the circumſtances in 


His lot are arranged by a Being who is 


uncontroulably powerful ; whoſe high de- 
cree no human might can reverſe, or art 
evade; whoſe counſels ſtand immoveable, 
and“ who will do all his pleaſure ** 4 
Being, whoſe almighty arm is never ex- 
erted but in fubſervience to purpoſes of 
the moſt difintereſted goodneſs, who hath, 


by innumerable tokens, approved bimſelf 
the benefactor of mankind, influenced by 


an uniform regard to their beſt intereſts, 
and rejoicing in their welfare; who is 
neceſſarily the beſt and moſt bountiful of 
beings, and can mean nothing, by any of 
his diſpenſations, however apparently ſe- 
vere, but to pour down. real bleſſings on 


| his creatures. 


Far will it be from the Chriftian, who 
is thus enlightened, and who knows him- 


ſelf to be a feeble and ſhort-ſighted crea- 


ture, ever to vent himſelf in peeviſh mur- 
| murings,. 
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murings, or to take up the arms of rebel» 5 2 
lion againſt eternal wiſdom. To reſiſ(t 


the belidf of an all- bountiful providence, 
he will account reſiſting his own high- 
eſt happinefs, which can only be well ſe- 


cured by reſigning himſelf entirely to the 
divine diſpoſal of God. Thus will he not 


only be reconciled to his preſent condi- 
tion, whatever it may be, but be free from 


thoſe ſupernumerary burdens, as they 


may well be called, which take their riſe 


from the impatience and diſorder of the 


imagination, and the unreaſonable dread 
of future evils; evils which, though they 

be diſtant, and may never befal us, yet are 
often brought near, appropriated, and laid 
upon the mind by our own hands, and op- 


preſs the ſoul with an heavier weight than 


all our preſent and real ſorrows. _ 
Upon the whole, let us labour to have 


our minds thoroughly inſtructed in the 


nature, and eſtabliſhed in the belief, of a 
divine government and providence which 
reigns and rules over all. This is un- 
doubtedly the great hinge on which all 
religion and virtue muſt move. Who can 
.remain liſtleſs or indifferent, while he'is 


Dd penetrated 


470. 
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SER. penetrated with a full conviction, that he, 
Rand all his preſent and future intereſts, 


are at the diſpoſal of an omniſcient and 


almighty Being, who hath publiſhed laws 
for the good order and happineſs of men, 


who nates, with deep attention, eyery part 


of their characters, who knows their in- 
moſt thoughts and purpoſes, and who will 
infallibly recompenſe their piety with an 
ample reward, or puniſh their tranſgreſ- 
fions with a direful vengeance. 

Let us likewiſe fix upon our minds the 
abiding perſuaſion, that the will of God, 


in all the methods by which it is diſco- 


vered to men, is moſt juſt, and righteous 
and good, and ſtudy to maintain a ſteady 


reſignation, and unſhaken loyalty of heart, 


to the Great Governor of the univerſe. 
This is ſurely no more than we owe to 
our Creator. It i is, in particular, ſuited 
to our condition, during our paſſage 
through ſuch a ſtate as the preſent, where 
there is nothing to be found on which we 
can fully depend, and where we are liable 
to conſtant deception and diſappointment. 


- © Acquant, therefore, thyſelf with God, 


and be at * and thereby good ſhall 
_® come 
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4 come unto thee. Let us continnally SEAM. 


bleſs the providence of God, and meditate, .. 


with . thankful hearts, on that watchfal 
care which he exerciſeth over every in- 
dividual and every event. Such was the 
conduct of the pious Pſalmiſt; for no 
ſooner does he mention the intereſting 
ſubject, than he immediately breaks out 
into the warmeſt addreſs, and calls upon 


all the creatures in earth and heaven to 


celebrate the praiſes of their Almighty 
Ruler. Bleſs the Lord, ye his angels, 
© that excel in ſtrength, that do his com- 
© mandments, hearkening unto the voice 
* of his word. Bleſs ye the Lord, all ye 
his hoſts; ye miniſters of his that do 
his pleaſure. - Bleſs the Lord, all his 
© works, in all places of his dominions : 
e bleſs the Lord, O my ſoul.“ 

Above all, let it be our ſtrenuous en- 
deavour to frame our whole conduct as it 
becomes thoſe who are the ſubjects of this 
righteous kingdom, making it our princi- 
pal « Fu to pleaſe God, and living in con- 
ſtant ſubjection to his precepts and his 
providence. Thus ſhall we moſt effectu- 
ally ſecure his fayour, and recommend 

| ourſelves 


= * 


N THE/'PROVIDENCE/ OF: cob. 


. 


* ourſelves to the watchful tuition of that 
Almighty Being, „ho beholdeth the 
* rxighteous with a pleaſant oountenance; 
hoſe infinite wiſdom is perpetually em- 
loyed in ſecuring and advancing their 
higheſt intereſts: “ who makes all things 
eto work together for their good. 
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